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Descriptive summary 
 
Title:  Goldstein and Bursztyn family papers 
 
Dates:  approximately 1921-1947 
 
Accession number:  2013.97.1 
 
Creator:  Goldstein (Family : Siennica, Poland) 
 
Additional creators:  Goldstein, Elie, 1914-1945 
   Goldstein, Hela (Chajcia) Bursztyn, 1918-? 
 
Extent:  0.5 linear foot (1 box) 
 
Repository:  United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place SW, 
Washington, DC 20024-2126 
 
Abstract:  The Goldstein and Bursztyn family papers consist of Elie Goldstein’s and Hela (Chajcia) 
Bursztyn Goldstein’s diaries describing Nazi occupied Poland, the liquidation of the Siennica ghetto, their 
time at the Mienia labor camp, and their experiences hiding in the Polish countryside with Christian 
families, on farms, and in fields.  The collection also includes photographs documenting the Goldstein 
and Bursztyn families and their friends before, during, and after the war in Poland and Germany. 
 
Languages:  Yiddish, Polish  
 
 
Administrative Information  
 
Access:  Collection is open for use, but is stored offsite.  Please contact the Reference Desk more than 
seven days prior to visit in order to request access. 
 
Reproduction and use:  Collection is available for use.  Material may be protected by copyright.  Please 
contact reference staff for further information.   
 
Preferred citation:  (Identification of item), Goldstein and Bursztyn family papers, United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, Washington, DC 
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Acquisition information:  Estela Esther Goldstein donated the Goldstein and Bursztyn family papers to 
the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in April 2013.  
 
Accruals:  Accruals may have been received since this collection was first processed, see archives catalog 
at collections.ushmm.org for further information. 
 
Processing history:  Julie Schweitzer, September 2014 
 
 
Biographical note  
Elie (Eliahu) Goldstein (1914-1945) was born in Siennica, Poland (Mińsk county), to David and Esther 
Goldsztejn and had six brothers and sisters.  His brother Jojne (Jonas) Goldstein (1912-1998) married 
Hela (Chajcia) Bursztyn (1918-?) in 1942 in the Siennica ghetto.  Chajcia’s parents were Jankel and 
Miriam Freydl Bursztyn.  When the Siennica ghetto was liquidated, most Goldstein and Bursztyn family 
members were sent to Treblinka, but Jonas and Chajcia escaped to the labor camp in Mienia along with 
her sister Mindl (Mania) Bursztyn (1920-1943) and his brothers Elie and Schmiel Goldstein (1917-1943).  
When Mienia was threatened with liquidation, they returned to Siennica and its neighboring towns, 
hiding among the local Christian population, with the Król and Budzyński families, on farms, and in 
fields.  Jonas’s and Chajcia’s newborn son was killed by the Polish people who were hiding them on the 
day he was born.  Schmiel was captured in August 1943 and is believed to have been hanged by Poles 
for stealing food.  Mania disappeared in September and is presumed to have been killed by people paid 
to hide her.  Following liberation, Elie tried to help a cousin reclaim his home but was shot and killed by 
the Polish people occupying it.  Jonas and Chajcia made their way via Tirschenreuth, Germany to Bogotá, 
Colombia, and had three more children. 
 
 
Scope and content of collection 
The Goldstein and Bursztyn family papers consist of Elie Goldstein’s and Hela (Chajcia) Bursztyn 
Goldstein’s diaries describing the liquidation of the Siennica ghetto, their time at the Mienia labor camp, 
and their experiences hiding in the Polish countryside with Christian families, on farms, and in fields.  
The collection also includes photographs documenting the Goldstein and Bursztyn families and their 
friends before, during, and after the war in Poland and Germany. 
 
 
System of arrangement 
The Goldstein and Bursztyn family papers are arranged as two series: 
 
Series 1: Diaries, approximately 1942-1944 
Series 2: Photographs, approximately 1921-1947 

 
 

Indexing terms 
Jews--Poland-- Mińsk Mazowiecki (Powiat)--Diaries. 
Holocaust, Jewish (1939-1945)--Poland--Personal narratives. 
Jewish ghettos--Poland-- Mińsk Mazowiecki (Powiat). 
Hiding places--Poland. 
Holocaust victims--Poland. 
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Mińsk Mazowiecki (Poland : Powiat) 
 
Photographs. 
 
 

CONTAINER LIST 
 
 
Series 1: Diaries, approximately 1942-1944 
 
Box/Folder Title 

1.1 Goldstein, Elie, approximately 1942-1944  
1.2 Goldstein, Hela (Chajcia) Bursztyn,  approximately 1942-1944 
1.3 Notebook and notes, approximately 1942-1944 

 
 
Series 4: Photographs, approximately 1921-1947 
 
Box/Folder Title 

1.4 Goldstein and Bursztyn families and their friends, approximately 1921-1947 
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