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Descriptive summary

Title: Sobel family papers

Dates: approximately 1914-1967 and undated
Accession number: 2014.274.1

Creator: Sobel (Family: L'viv, Ukraine)

Extent: 0.5 linear feet (3 folders and 1 book enclosure)

Repository: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place SW,
Washington, DC 20024-2126

Abstract: The Sobel family papers consist of a journal, photographs, and subject files relating to Herman,
Salomea, and Judyta’s pre-war and postwar experiences in Ukraine and Poland. The collection includes a
journal kept by Herman for his daughter from 1925-1937 documenting his observations of his family’s
life and his memory of fighting in World War |, an English translation of the journal, originals and copies
of family photographs from World War | to 1967, a copy of a postwar letter, and a newspaper clipping
relating to Herman'’s participation in the discovery of one of the Ringelblum Archive milk cans in
Warsaw.

Languages: Polish, English, German, Hebrew

Administrative Information

Access: Collection is open for use, but is stored offsite. Please contact the Reference Desk more than
seven days prior to visit in order to request access.

Reproduction and use: Collection is available for use. Material may be protected by copyright. Please
contact reference staff for further information.

Preferred citation: (Identification of item), Sobel family papers (2014.274.1), United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum Archives, Washington, DC.

Acquisition information: Herman Zuker, Frederika Judyta Sobel’s son, donated the Sobel family papers
to the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in 2014.
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Accruals: Accruals may have been received since this collection was first processed, see archives catalog
at collections.ushmm.org for further information.

Processing history: Morgan Voth, August 2018

Biographical note

Frederika Judyta Sobel (also known as Judwiga or Jadzia, 1924-2012) was born in Lwéw (L’viv) Ukraine to
Herman (1897-1950) and Salomea Sobel (1897-?). In 1935 they moved to Boryslav, Ukraine where
Herman worked as an engineer. They survived the war by hiding in their neighbor’s home. The Miezin
family hid two Jewish families consisting of seven individuals behind a false wall. After the war Herman,
Salomea, and Judyta moved to £édz and Herman resumed his work as an engineer throughout Poland.
He was instrumental in helping uncover the Ringelblum Archives hidden beneath the rubble of the
Warsaw ghetto. The family intended to move to Israel, but Herman died shortly before they planned to
leave. Salomea and Judyta moved to Israel in 1950. Judyta studied art and left for New York in 1956 to
continue her education. There she met Yitzchak Cukierman (later Irving Zuker) and they married six
months later. Yitzchak was born in Krakéw in 1916. He studied architecture at the Jagiellonian University
before the war and was imprisoned in the Krakdw ghetto. Yitzchak, his brother Heniek, and sister, Yetti
Rosenzweig, all survived on Schindler's List. Yitzchak’s other brother, Moniek, was killed in the Krakéw
ghetto and his parents perished in Auschwitz.

Scope and content of collection

The Sobel family papers consist of a journal, photographs, and subject files relating to Herman, Salomea,
and Judyta’s pre-war and postwar experiences in Ukraine and Poland. The collection includes a journal
kept by Herman for his daughter from 1925-1937 documenting his observations of his family’s life and
his memory of fighting in World War I, an English translation of the journal, originals and copies of family
photographs from World War | to 1967, a copy of a postwar letter, and a newspaper clipping relating to
Herman’s participation in the discovery of one of the Ringelblum Archive milk cans in Warsaw.

System of arrangement
The Sobel family papers are arranged as a single series.
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CONTAINER LIST

Series 1: Sobel family papers, approximately 1914-1967 and undated

Folder |Title
BE 1 Journal, 1925-1937
1of3 Translation of journal, undated
20f3 Photographs, approximately 1914-1967
3 of 3 | Subject files, approximately 1946-1950
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