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Diary of Ben Zion Kalb (later Colb)  

Kezmark under the Germans –Sept 5, 44 

When we speak of destruction to a large light without the meaning of the word. We are sitting 
underground like sitting in a ship in deep water up to our necks, we can pull our heads out once a day to 
see the free sun. Only those who are going through this experience can understand it. I say that it’s 
possible that the Americans, British and Russians will also order to kill the Jews. That’s how the air and 
atmosphere seem for the Jews. We sometimes lose track of the day and night. We get up in the morning 
and begin to wash like for a new day and we play ___ until 12-1.00 a.m. The night is the quietest time 
and passes very quickly. We comfort ourselves that we are better off than being shot and dying. We 
hope this won’t last long. We all have hope. Germany could destroy every day. The picture of our 
watchmen Mr. Vrana and his wife is hanging in our bunker. I told him this! He was very impressed when 
I told him that his photo and his mother’s will always be in our work room, the 2 beds Mr. Cohens’ and 
Greenspon we moved above where it’s less damp but warmer. 11.00 p.m. nobody needs anything it 
doesn’t smell. Good night 

 

Sept 7, 44 

The bunker was opened yesterday, a little more for one hour. Mr. Vrana the commander of the Bunker 
and our watchman day and night was too careful. Marisha Kusor complained to Vrana that she was 
scared and has problems with old Mrs. Cohen and the Lorbers. We play cards with Greenspon and all 
together in preference. Mrs. Cohen takes the game very seriously she ignores Greenspon. We while 
away the time and forget out situation while we play. We are more relaxed and are not on edge when 
we play. 

We have no newspapers, the partisans spoil the communications. This evening we heard strange 
airplanes surely to strengthen the partisans. We are waiting for the partisans or the Russian army like 
waiting for the Messiah we should be able to get out. We are lighting the ventilators but it’s still pretty 
wet and hot. Pretty often when we get the alarm sounds after 3 loud sounds, this message lets us know 
to be very quiet, we have to be completely still 2-3 hours like in a grave we are hardly breathing. We are 
all well and hope to be free in 2-3 months. We are very happy to hear the news from the letters that you 
write with humor to Mr. Vrana.  
If he would have known ahead of time, he would have built a large bunker under the entire house so 
that he could have saved all the Jews from Kezmark. It hurts him how many innocent people were 
murdered. Josef Englander and his wife are still not here and it’s not possible to get them from 
Abramovtze, it bothers all of us. We are worried that their children would write to Vrana and it would be 
uncomfortable for us but at this time no one gets any mail from them so that’s good. I will send them a 
letter they should not write to Kezmark. I am worried about my wife, because I only gave her 4 or 
thousand crowns. I am also restless and worried that she shouldn’t talk too much about herself to the 
partisans and doesn’t tell them that she’s a Jew. She is probably very worried about me, and I’m glad 
she is not here in the cellar with me in the bunker it’s not a good situation. We don’t know what our fate 
will be under the German rule. Who knows what’s happening with our Jews. There are very few bunkers 
and with German terror very few Slovaks can trust and are afraid to hide the Jews. Tehera’s son Mebel 
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Hanzler got shot, Kastner’s son who is employed by the state also got a shot. My sisters in Israel have no 
idea what situation we’re in.  

Sept 8, 44  

Friday the 12th day in the bunker we are very careful. Shlomo Greenspon said he’s giving 10,000 and can 
give him 20,000 so that we would stay safe here. Hopefully it will be successful. Mr. Vrana let us hear 
the news from England. We requested from him not to give us too much information in the Bunker, we 
know what dangerous situation we’re in and we hear shooting nearby of Jewish people who didn’t do 
anything worse than we did. If he has any connection to a Jewish person in his family tree he gets shot. 
Everything is happening. Who knows how long we’ll be here until our redemption, our freedom will 
come. Mr. Cohen estimates that it would take 4 weeks at the most until our freedom by November the 
8th of this year. Greenspon on the other hand who was very optimistic in the beginning, he thinks it will 
take 6 weeks. I am of the opinion that our freedom may come in 100 or 120 days from today. Our bread 
has become stale. On the 6th day, a few who saved themselves were 2 brothers- Yechezkeil Englander, 
Ablezer, Rosenzweigs whom Turek the Bandit did not find. Both brothers Turek were occupied with 
finding Jews. Zuzu Kandes were also somewhere in cellars, Berger and his wife were also in hiding. 
Today there were 3 hours when the bunker was open, as always one group would sit at the opening. 
Today Greenspon and I discussed with Mr. Vrana. We heard shots in the Shekeli Castle, perhaps they are 
teaching the Germans to shoot or perhaps they are shooting Jews. I got chills when I remember how 
Yuzok had already decided to bring along Mr. Vrana to (Nisra?) and important packages with (?) and an 
accompanist. My protesting did not help, Greenspon did not agree with this plan either, but by chance 
he likes my idea how to save his children. They should pass as Polish-Aryan immigrants. This idea found 
favor in Yuzek’s mind and the children were transported by car.  

We brought Mr. Bizor and Bizor was approved by Mr. Yuzok to accompany us on our journey. A miracle 
happened we were lucky that Mr. Vrana was here at this critical period when we got into the bunker the 
last minute without him we would still be dragging out bundles and we would have waited, but he gave 
us hope and rushed us down to the bunker with all our important packages. Who else would have 
opened and closed the bunker for us at that critical period? We calmed down when more than half of us 
got into the bunker in time. We had been helpless. The air in the bunker seems lighter lately and we can 
tolerate it. We have already paid Vrana 20,000 Crowns to keep us here safely. Hopefully we’ll be 
successful God willing. Yesterday Mr. Vrana informed us that we would hear news from England (?) in 
the bunker. We asked him to stop it and not spread so much fear in our bunker. We know our 
dangerous situation we hear gunshots and Jews being murdered. We discuss and estimate how long we 
would be in the bunker. Mr. Cohen states and thinks it will take another 4 weeks before we’ll be free 
around the 8th of October, Greenspon on the other hand who was optimistic in the beginning, he thinks 
it will take up to 6 weeks until October 15th. In my opinion it could take 100-120 days. We are running 
out of food, the bread is stale after 6 days but we’ll have to cut away the stale pieces. We think that the 
following Jews were saved: Motzner, Yechezkel Englander, Rosensweig, Tzukkekanoels, Berger and his 
wife. Today the bunker was open for 3 hours. 

Mrs. Cohen washed the floor, but it is not drying. Sometimes it’s unbelievable that we can’t go outside, 
but if we go outside our lives would be in danger. Vrana told us that Eliezer is in the forest with 
partisans, and they kill the Germans. 
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9th of September, 44 

In the house until 5 in the afternoon normal feelings of: Fear, hope, wet, card games, the bunker a little 
open and a pain in the back must be from the cold. At night it’s hot when we go to sleep, so we go to 
sleep undressed and it’s cool at night; in the afternoon we get bad news, Lorber/Larber and his wife and 
child were found in hiding. 2 men from the German party with rifles in their hands were marching 
Lorber/Larber and his wife and child in a wagon through the streets to murder immediately or later. Mr. 
Cohen’s wife was in the same hiding place (Marishka) as the Lorbers/Larbers. All sort of nightmarish 
thoughts run through our minds and we turn gray; Mrs. Cohen told Lorber/Larber where we are. Will 
Lorber/Larber give us away? The German Party is always investigating and interrogating. 

4/5 Slovakia is free of Germans. We are stuck under German rule with all this happening there is another 
thing. 

Erl from Abramsdorf was sent to us by Yozek. He orders Vrana to come to a meeting. 

We are 4 people in the bunker and Vranas family in the house we are in grave situation and in danger. 
Yozek wants to be with us perhaps the bunker that we’re in is better than his. Vrana told him that  
(? Virshousem) and Abramsdorf want to have Yozek in that case it is understood that Vrana has to 
seriously consider taking Yozek and his wife into our bunker even though it was dangerous. However it 
appeared that Earl still wants to keep him, just as I thought it was Yosekwho wanted to be with us, Earl 
did not pressure him to leave. We are very restless, even though there is not chasing of Jews in 
Abramsdorf no German Party and it’s about the same situation there as it is here. Vrana is pushing it he 
wants to go to Yozek and honor his wishes but at a higher price. We don’t want to make a wrong 
impression on him and he shouldn’t misunderstand us God forbid. So we spend a bitter afternoon, we 
dreamed about being very nervous. Our thoughts are sad and we are afraid of the outcome. 

I have a revolver and in my heart and soul I tell Shlomo Greenspon and Cohens’ that we will survive with 
God’s help. Shlomo Greenspon kisses me on my forehead and we were both very emotional. 
Lorber/Larber writes to Vrana: “He knows when Kreide was taken to be murdered he will never forget 
that” that’s what he writes.  
It is now 11 o’clock at night. We were a little calmer and will go to sleep on our 13th day in the bunker. 

  

Sept 11, 44 

Yesterday was a very stressful day with fear and expectation: what’s with Yozek? Our Mr. Vrana is the 
only one who can open our bunker and close it and he watches us. He decides to go to Abramovitz to be 
with Yeoshah at his trial. One of his jobs was suspicious so they shot him, they believed in abrupt 
goodbyes, that was the way of the Partisans. Now it’s impossible to bring Yozek here. Shlomo and Mr. 
Cohen are not here either. I taught Vrana to stay put and sit quietly as long as they can’t come here. 
Vrana relayed this to Yozek but Yozek didn’t follow this advice. He wanted Mr. Vrana to notify Yozek’s 
children that they should not write any letters because that would put them in a very dangerous 
situation. There should be no communication when I made him aware and warned him not to leave the 
children with us, then Mrs. Englander piped in that she wanted the mail 3 times a week in the bunker. 
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In any case we are satisfied that Yozek is safe and is not trying to get to our bunker because he doesn’t 
dare to take that chance. We all had an open discussion about this. Vrana told his point that from the 
beginning Yozek and Greenspon kept asking him over and over again if he needed more money. He 
understood it as their mistrust of him and they thought it was all about money, in any case it really 
bothers him. After I promised Vrana the radio, Yozek hid it somewhere and Vrana just got it now when 
he came in. He told me that I was the biggest gentleman and that’s not all, that he’s bound to us and we 
to him. We were touched by his words. He said when they will find him, helping people he would save is 
and ask them to shoot him and let us live. The payment for him would be if other people did as he did 
and let people hide in their homes. He was an unusual human being; talented, smart, good character, a 
mentsh. He was smart and religious he asked me not to take revenge after the war. He really meant it. I 
have had pain in my kidneys for 2-3 days. Just today I became aware of it and have very little sleep. The 
air is not good, colds, we sweat at night, sometimes it’s a little cool and we are naked and wet while 
asleep. I had a kidney infection once. There was little food not meat or fat. If the Germans would leave 
for a few days then we could breathe some fresh air and be able to go to a doctor. Vrana gives us some 
bad news: “People are saying in the streets that the Jews are in hiding by Vrana we can get a visitor at 
any moment God should watch over us”. 8 hours later after this news we get used to everything slowly, 
what can we do, when they don’t let us live in the world then we’ll make a life there. But we continue to 
hope. We don’t know the difference between day and night. The electricity continues to be on. We 
don’t have patience to play cards. We can’t sleep and are losing our patience. 11P.M. at night, 
everywhere we have a few Jews in the attics and dark cellars, separated from the children in the forest 
we wait perhaps we don’t have to die it is, lasting so long. Vrana says without thinking “What did I need 
to be in a dangerous situation, we have no bread a limited amount of water and we experience so much 
fear to save a few Jews from their death?” He doesn’t think that way-we hope. He wants to rescue us-
that’s the nicest thing to do in the world. We will probably have hiding disease, we ate very little today. 
There is night for bandits we feel it. Shlomo and I joke around a little and laugh… 

Wednesday the 13th of September 

Our fear has escalated because the Germans continue to search for the Jews that are missing. Today 
they looked for the Heavy man who limps at Moletz home. That’s what Elosh heard. They are always 
looking for Jews. Mr. Cohen and his wife are on the list of Jews that they are searching for. His mother 
was not taken away that was very unusual.  

 The passage where we got some outside news and some products-Vrana closed it up, it also provided 
us with some air. The air and temperature is high (hot), damp and hard to breathe. The electricity is 
functioning. The canal was blocked a 2nd time. We helped Vrana and found a solution that was likely for 
us. I made the biggest mistake that I didn’t give my wife more money, I should have given her the larger 
amount; she is there thank God safer than here.  
The partisans are there and the Germans are not searching there. God should take mercy on us soon. 
Who knows what happened to Shlomo Stern’s family. Mikoosh, Frank, Shikoo Klein I hope they were 
saved. Manush Eckstein he should not have trouble to save his family. Reb (?) Ber could not save 
himself. I hope that they are not searching where the partisans are or at least not so thoroughly. I’m 
sure that some of the Jews were saved in the Partisan group. We get news very slowly. Vrana had the 
radio on periodically but it was in English or Russian. Vrana is a young expert and listener to the radio. 

Page 24 

Page 25 

Page 21 

Page 22 

Page 23 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

https://collections.ushmm.org



6 
 

Two days have passed and we’ve had no piece of meat and other food very little. We are in the hot 
damp sticky bunker when we we’ll get out we have no idea; only God knows. The beds are like in a 
sleeping car, bunk beds one on top of the other, dusty and dirty. 

8:00 o’clock in the evening, another day and we’re alive. Our fear is still great. Shlomo Greenspon is 
afraid to make fun of the Chasidim and their observance. One very stressful day: they were looking for 
me at Moletz’s for 2 hours. The searching party consisted of: 2 SS men, 2 civilian Germans, (?) perhaps 
“Kashi”? They looked all over for a long time. They were looking for us as though we were the most 
vicious criminals. But we were guiltless (?) Jews. What do we care we lost, fathers, mothers, brothers, 
sisters, in-laws, children, did we do something bad to you? Our revenge is boiling in our bodies, the 
earth is getting hot for these murderers. Vrana said that the Germans have written address to evacuate 
from Slovakia with their belongings. The Russians were going to take over Romania, Bulgaria will not 
know about Rosh Hashana (New Year) which will probably be on Monday. It will be the 18th of October 
1944. 

 

September 14, 1944  

Kezmark in the bunker 4.00 o’clock in the afternoon. You can sleep Shlomo and I play one thousand 2 
parties to calm my nerves a little to avoid the fear of death. Shlomo asks me not to shoot because they 
can count on him when something happens he tells me I should shoot him. This type of conversation 
when they are continually looking for Jews (?) had to visit Slovakian soldiers and they told her and said 
that she knows where the Jews are hiding and if she talked about it they would shoot her. A lot of 
civilian Germans are packing women and children, the Russian soldiers are in Bardeyov. An offensive the 
Red Army nears Warsaw. People are talking about war in Kezmark. It is possible that the Germans will 
declare war. We can hear shooting outside. Let it be and may the fear of death come to an end. These 
nights we get very little sleep. 

My kidney pains at night don’t allow me to sleep. We got some biscuit and coffee, it’s getting cooler 
here. Yozek is sending letters we should send him earmuffs? It was not easy to send it to him. Vrana sent 
the Abromovitz farmer immediately to honor Yozek’s request. According to what he writes they feel 
safer there with thousands of partisans who walked to Abramovitz. I don’t understand why Josef didn’t 
go along with them. We would be willing to go into the forest immediately to put an end to our fear of 
death! 

“Turek” is in charge here a local German who had been imprisoned a few times, a criminal he always 
hoped to be with well-known respected Jews. His brother who was also a criminal, was with him. There 
are many leaders among them who are hunting for Jews. Perhaps this doesn’t exist anywhere else only 
here. Please God watch over us and save us. 

Friday September 14, 1944 

Every day that goes but in the bunker in Kezmark is like a day found. The old Mrs. Cohen sent Vrana the 
message that she wanted to speak to Mrs. Tshekovski, Vrana’s mother, it is not pleasant for us because 
it brings people to Varishe house. If Varishe says that everyone speaks that the Cohens are here, God 
should take mercy. Every day there is something new to worry about and to fear. Vrana gave a few of us 
some boards it’s not right. Some families paid for them. Etush? bought his bread. Last night I didn’t have 
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bad kidney pains. I eat very little. Today Vrana brought us some grapes, melons and good pears. I think 
of the time I was in hiding 2 years how much better it is here. 

Sunday Sept 17, 44 Rosh Hashana Eve 

Yesterday was a little nerve racking. 1st of all the Cohens have been with us a few days and thank God no 
one else has come here. 2nd they are not looking for Jews. 3rd some people are saying that the Cohens 
left for a village. I still sleep very little only from 2am-4:30am. Something is wrong with my health. Vrana 
writes nice letters to us. He doesn’t want money. He can’t take money for saving people. I tell him that 
he’s making us all happy and we’re grateful. The bunker was open today. We were outside for hours. 
Vrana arranged for us to get news from London. The partisans are fighting alongside the Red Army. They 
took over Slovakia. Fighting is going on between the Germans and the partisan troops.  

That’s all the news that we received for the New Year. All the millions of Jews who come with their 
prayers on Rosh Hashanah before the day of Judgement in all Jewish homes, all there millions men, 
women, Jewish children guiltless souls were murdered, slaughtered. God was silent and didn’t hear 
them, the voices of tyrants were heard. German officials are chasing (?) women, emptying Jewish homes 
so that these women could occupy them. East of France was freed as well as Belgium from the tyrants. 
People were freed but who speaks up for the millions that were burned, murdered. Jewish men, gentle 
women, holy innocent children. Who? Who? Who will stand up for them? Who will free you? What will 
we learn from you from us? Everything was covered up. It is quiet again! The sun is still shining. 

Sept 19, 44 Kezmark in the Bunker 

Rosh Hashana and I didn’t even know it. I would not have known it is Rosh Hashana but Shlomo had 
Yahrzeit in Elul so we counted backwards and we discivered that it is Rosh Hashana. I took a towel and 
put it on my head, didn’t have anything else. I prayed a little, sang softly the prayers and prayed for all 
us. 

Jews in the holes in the attic are singing quietly the prayer: “Unetaneh Tokef” they do them from 
memory and it was on this day that the shofar (rams horn) will be blown loudly. From where will we be 
coming? Who will be coming-who will live who will die, who will rest and will be plagued?... these are all 
the prayers no one is crying no one feels a fire, no one is protesting against this holy prayers. There is a 
flame and pain in my heart. The 1st night of Rosh Hashana hearing these same prayers that I heard my 
departed father Z”L (may his memory be for a blessing) chant as well as my mother Z”L. Both were 
murdered by the Nazis. I don’t know the exact dates to observe the Yahrzeit in their memory. I went to 
sleep with tears in my eyes. I hardly believe that somewhere in Slovakia there was even a minyan (10 
men) to pray with perhaps in the Partisan city of Banska Bystrica. I am still not sure if my wife is in 
“Diviaki” if she arrived there and if it’s a partisan group. In any case she must be worried as I am, 
constantly fearing death. 

We are always in fear and can’t stop. Thank G-d that until now things were good, we found out the 
“Perlrat Yeni” is still in the stare. If Jews are still there we have no knowledge of it, it must cost a lot of 
money and protection to hide. It’s a miracle what is possible by the Germans. We were able to sit 
outside today and yesterday for a few hours at the opening of our bunker. We were able to hear 
programs from London and Moscow on the radio on Rosh Hashana. We have Vrana to thank for this 
special treat, unfortunately our redemption was not near. 

Page 33 

Page 34 

Page 35 

Page 36 

Page 37 

Page 38 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

https://collections.ushmm.org



8 
 

It was a military Government for the West and South West Germany, from England and America. Finland 
and Moscow had a ceasefire an offensive army in Warsaw. Warsaw was helped  by the British Air Force 
and Americans. The Jews of Warsaw Ghetto Uprising didn’t get any help from anyone. But there were a 
lot of heroes who did not lose hope. They fought until they were shot. The Poles did not help at all. 
Last night I had pain in my kidneys. I could hardly eat today. We slept until 11.00AM. We were up until 
2AM. 

The Barber told Vrana that the “Cousel Berger” disappeared, perhaps he’s hiding somewhere in 
Kezmark. We had alarms for (?). A German soldier came to visit Vrana. We are hardly breathing the 
entire time. Nothing happened. Now after Rosh Hashana we can play a little cards. 

Sept 23 1944 Kezmark in the Bunker 

We are calmer now. Just hearing that 20,000 German soldiers were coming that unnerved us. But they 
didn’t come to the apartment above the bunker that calmed us down. There were not as many soldiers 
who came and they had enough places to stay. We did not have to leave our bunker. We are thinking 
what we’ll do if we have to leave the bunker. Vrana told us that Etvo had one goal to save us. If we had 
to leave the bunker he would accompany us to the woods because he was a hunter and knew every tree 
and had a lot of patience. He’s not interested in cutting down trees because the wood is burnt. 

If we had to leave that looks like a possibility, so I suggest Taporez, or Abramovitz to the building where 
Aizik is. Besides the shortage of fresh air we get along pretty well in the bunker. Last night we played 
cards until 2 AM. It is now 10.30 AM and everyone is still sleeping. We listen to radio on a regular basis 
to the evening news. Dukla-Fas was taken. The Hungarian Minister-President speaks and says that 
Hungary should stop participating in the war and the catastrophe. Hungary is getting bombarded from 
England and Russia, and the offensive in the direction of Poland after Slovakia, then we’ll be freed God 
willing. It makes me very restless to have heard last night’s news that the German offensive was against 
Vrooski-Martoon” the place of the partisans where my poor Clara is. I am afraid that someone may have 
divulged her whereabouts. She believed that we were close to being liberated, but perhaps the 
Partisans identified all the Jews that were involved in the movement. What can I do, have to wait a long 
time for the offensive Red Army, now things have changed. Estland, Latland who knows whose turn will 
come up next. “Reval” who freed pretty soon “Riga” as well. The Germans will be finished. Last night I 
was in a good mood and I imagine how I will report about the Nazi in charge and the revenge I will have. 
Mrs. Cohen became short of breath and air from laughing so much. I spoke to Vronek about opening the 
bunker every day for some air between 2-6 o’clock, in the afternoon he was very friendly and kind. He 
kissed me on the forehead while we were talking about him bringing flour to us from Abramovitz, he 
promised that he would. After we had listened to the radio he had forgotten to leave us the possibility 
for having electricity so we were without it until morning. He said that at 3 AM he remembered and 
send us light to the bunker. Mrs. Cohen always wants preference. We sometimes have to laugh at her 
demands. Yom Kippur is coming soon in our bunker. We are in the bunker almost 4 weeks. Every 
morning I have some pain near my kidneys. I eat very little, but feel healthy.  

Sept 26, Tuesday on the Eve of Yom Kippur in the Bunker 

Today we did not eat any unkosher food. We just had zvibak with honey, grapes and melon, apples 
before the fast. I used a handkerchief to cover my head. Soon it will be time for Kol-Nidre. It is 5.30 in 
the evening. Vrana went to the doctor to ask about my kidney. The kidneys are O.K. the mood in the 
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bunker has changed a little more hopeful. We played cards until 2 o’clock. I started to learn English 
today; I hope that the liberation will be sooner than the time it will take for me to learn English. The 
Germans are sending their wives, children and belonging away. Men are crying in the streets-this is what 
Vrana tells us. The evacuation before the Russians is more thorough and in West Germany before the 
English will arrive. The escape in West Germany is only 30-40% the population and orders from the 
Gestapo here it is thorough. The fear of the Russians coming is great. The Germans are seeking pardons 
from the English. The Mayor stayed in his job. Further on the German party, the British were asked to 
forgive the SS and murderers since the English were not murdered, only the Jews and others. 

Friday Sept 29th, 1944 

On Wednesday Yom Kippur we all fasted. I prayed and sang the prayers I remembered from memory. 
Thinking about the situation of our Jewish people and our situation we were all crying while praying. 
Before Yom Kippur I ate very little; after the fast I ate very little as well didn’t have an appetite. Had a lot 
of stress to deal with. I was upset with Shlomo Greenspon. He had a lot of nerve; he said he would pay 
for this bunker exactly what I said but he never came through. Josef Englander and I paid for everything. 
Greenspon didn’t pay for the (?) bunker either. We argued for a short period of time, I told him the truth 
and gave him the facts, he understood, he probably felt bad how he expressed himself to me but he 
didn’t apologize to me. I don’t need his apology. He is a little person and not a happy person. With a 
person like that it’s difficult to have a discussion and as the saying goes “for bread one gets stones” so I 
will get mine. In spite of this I am not a bad friend to him. That was the 1st time that we fought in the 
bunker. We both feel a little better after the argument. The relationship that I have with the Cohens is 
not always fantastic. There is always talk in the bunker about giving money. We asked Cohen to give 
money, and he insisted that he didn’t have to give yet. These tense moments are quickly settled. We will 
arrange the payments, and he will give his share. He thinks that he doesn’t have to give as much as we 
do. I tell him he can borrow as much money as he wants or needs. These are all little things.    
Vrana visited with Yozek in Abrams Biarz, and Yozek said terrible things about us. He spoke about us for 
4 hours. I didn’t think that he was such a bad character did not expect that from him. We are sitting her 
with strange people with Vrana (?) it looks idealistic. He will bury us it’s all about money it would be the 
biggest sin if we are not saved. Shlomo Greenspon was angrier than I. He cursed him a lot more. I hope 
they didn’t make up more things about me that didn’t even occur or were not true. He complained that I 
didn’t buy him a radio and didn’t give money to the poor and that I cursed the poor people. He never 
gave to charity always kept away from the poor. They said bad things about my wife to Vrana when the 
Germans were here. Such hate politics. It’s hard to believe. I had to cry to Vrana when I heard that bad 
things were said about my wife 6 weeks ago. Vrana had his own opinion of Greenspon. He doesn’t 
believe everything that he had told him. He believes that my wife belongs here as well. There is hatred 
and is eating him up. We quieted down and became calmer, and Vrana started to do things for us. He 
got us a radio in the bunker and electricity so that we can listen to the radio. He worked for 4 hours 
yesterday to make it all possible. He’s very handy and it will make it more pleasant for us.  

He installed electricity, running water, sewer, radio and an electric kitchen everything was good. 
According to the news we’re not anywhere near to freedom. We heard Churchill’s speech yesterday, 
he’s aiming and hoping the war will end in 1944. There are partisan groups nearby, all are ready to fight. 
Hopefully they’ll succeed in the last fight. Last time the partisans were driven out. I believe that the 
Russians will come when they will get together with Hungary and the West Slovakia partisans with the 
Russian army, Carpathians and Poles to Stretchin(?) and Krakow. The Russians will do that for 
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Czechoslovakia what the English and Americans did for France. “Without too much bloodshed to free 
the countries. The Slovaks didn’t deserve to be freed: they helped Hitler the entire time, they identified 
all the Jews and wanted them murdered so that they could have the properties of the Jews and they 
were ready to fight with Russia. They followed Hitler everywhere and took all the Jewish businesses, 
homes and money. 
They were bandits, but no one said anything or intervened. Churchill had sharp words for Bulgaria he 
also meant it for the Slovaks. My Clara must be very restless not knowing if I’m safe. We heard some 
very good news from Churchill that a Jewish Brigade wants to fight and the part in the defeating 
Germany a lot of power in the Brigade! So much bloodshed of so many million children, women and 
men the best! The biggest percentage of our people. Revenge for our people. Revenge for out people 
that were brutally murdered. 

Oct 2 1944, Keznark in the Bunker 

Today is 5 weeks since Clara and I said goodbye without a kiss. We were not home, I accompanied her to 
the train; we didn’t want anyone to know that she belonged to me. That evening I was happy to get into 
hiding place here. My dear Clara doesn’t know if I’m still alive. My fine Clara who has suffered so much, I 
hope she’s ok and hope to see her again, we hope. 

I often wonder why 6 of us have to sit here in the cellar. It is hard to understand but became clear the 
last 4 years it’s a miracle that we are still alive. It’s not showing up on the horizon when we’ll be 
liberated. We have to be patient. Our last discovery about Yosek Englander his unjust behavior, his 
character and his criminal actions still make us feel ill at ease, we’re afraid he shouldn’t reveal our hiding 
place here, and his temper should not explode. Otherwise we have hope and patience even if it would 
take another 5-6 months for us to stay here. 

We hope that Yozek will behave so we can make it through the winter if not Vrana will have to get rid of 
him. It looks like he might find a warm place in the farmer’s home during the winter. It looks like a 
change is coming after 6 weeks and the Russians have reached Budapest and united they have freed the 
people. Our watchman and savior Vrana by nature he’s a difficult man is patient and kind now. He’s very 
interesting sometimes, it is often very interesting when we’re in a critical situation he’s kind and calm. 
He likes luxuries and income, he affords himself all good things. 

Materialistic motives are that he gets money from us and doesn’t have worry that we’ll escape, this way 
he can think he has other work, it’s not ideal not holy. These thoughts don’t come to him frequently. He 
trusts us that’s important. He wants to help others rather than seek help himself. He likes to deal with 
people and is dealing with the dangers of hiding us. He likes to keep busy. He likes Greenspon even 
though he hasn’t received money from him because Shlomo with his looks and speech and his behavior. 
He is influenced and likes intelligent people with whom he could have discussions. He has to work hard 
for his meager income, he’s very curious how we’re able to get by without earning much money. He 
likes poor people better than the rich. My wife made a very good impression on him and he likes me as 
well. He’s extremely handy it’s hard to convince him of anything he’s more dictatorial. He could go for in 
Russian with his special skills. 

He can be human or very harsh. He could also beat someone up. He sits with us for hours daily by the 
hole in the bunker so that we could get some fresh air. All the romantic writers would have lots to write 
about us, how we are sitting in the basements and the loneliness of the Jews that are sitting on the floor 

Page 56 

Page 57 

Page 58 

Page 59 

Page 60 

Page 61 

Page 62 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

https://collections.ushmm.org



11 
 

and are waiting for the army to come and liberate them. We are very uncomfortable here but perhaps 
we have more comfort than a lot of our people who have to live in terrible conditions waiting for 
freedom. It’s been 2 days that I am feeling better, am eating but very little. We are happy when we are 
healthy, everyone has colds but luckily none of us are coughing. Everyone reads a little. I have been 
reading books, Vicki Boym “Helene Vilfien” is what I’m reading now, am also learning a little English. We 
are scared, play cards and that’s how it goes thank G-d. 

5 October 1944 Thursday in the Bunker in Kezmark 

It is 11.00 PM everything is going normally. The sixth week is beginning for us underground. The 
Russians are bombing Belgrade. General Lieutenant Ditmar I speaking about the radicalism of the war he 
warns that Germany will succeed in the war against Russia, England and America. He states that those 
countries are losing human characteristics. What kind of war is this? These bandits are surely sorry that 
they didn’t destroy and murder all these people and nations. The French, Danish, Hollanders, Belgium 
Poland, Russia and Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia. They should have done the same thing to these nations 
that they did with the Jews in all of Europe. Now it’s too late. Ditmar tells this that Russians are not 
carrying out the war correctly. He tells that Russian soldiers took clothes from German generals ordered 
German troops and took them prisoners of war.  

It’s interesting how (?) start. Warsaw fell again. The Poles and London are angry with the “Polish 
National Committee in Moscow. A strange antisemitism can come out of this. There are still British in 
London there is a lot of Jewish influence and it will effect Churchill. Roosevelt has other understandings 
and agreements. General Bor-Komorowski was a prisoner of war. He was given orders for all the Polish 
army to go to Sosnakovski. 

Poland’s political situation was always worse and now it’s paying for it and suffering. False politics: 
against Russia was always the case, the Polish fascist regime cost them a lot of hardships. Benesh 
doesn’t need it all the Czechs to the holy ways, he is fighting near the Czechs and Slovaks and the history 
of the last few years the world has more sympathy for Czechoslovakia they look at it as the bridge to 
unite all the Slovaks. Vrana brought us some news today at 11 PM from England. 

Hitler and Himmler are declaring war against the partisans it’s impossible to stop these bloodhounds. 
We hear the German soldiers singing when we sit by the open hole in the bunkers. Vrana saw a group of  
Jews being taken to work amongst them was Perlot the dental technician, we’re sure that he was 
probably murdered, may God watch over him. The Earl (?) from Yozek Abramsdorf was here today and 
Yozek asks for Vrana to come to him. Yozek asks for Vrana to come to him. Abramsdorf promoted him 
and improved his guarantors and position. He’s requesting his writing for the Russians. His writings and 
order. 

10th October Tuesday in the Bunker 2.40AM Kezmark 

Today was Simchat Torah. I don’t know who had the joy and who the Torah. We have it pretty good with 
new technical improvements that appear slowly to make our lives a little more pleasant. Vrana arranged 
a very cheerful evening for us. He wired the house and we can hear him speak through the radio and we 
can speak to him (similar to a walkie-talkie). It was a big surprise for us. In (?) Vrana went to speak Ptero 
(“Yizchak Eesh Zalowal my grandma”)? He sang songs to us. He installed an electric ventilator as well. 
We can only bring in air. I told Vrana many times that it would not be good for Yozek to come here, but I 
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couldn’t convince him, that it would be dangerous for him and for us as well. After many conversations 
with him that took a lot of work on my part Vrana wanted him here. He did not like Yozek but with 
Yozek’s money for rent it would help Vrana to have him here. Yozek did terrible things to Vrana, he was 
encouraging Vrana that he should break Shlomos’ legs and throw him out of the bunker, he also said 
bad things about me to Vrana but not as many as he said about Shlomo.  

People who want to save themselves and try to harm others are hateful. He made Shlomo and me very 
nervous. He created a bad atmosphere in the bunker. 

Today as we hope to live, he’s making our lives bitter. The news that we hear is not going to bring us our 
freedom soon. The Russians are 80 kilometers from Budapest. In the West, (?) joined them, Miklos and 
Rosenberg were partisans for a period of time. Did the Jews who were with the Partisans, did they 
escape? We don’t know. The trains go through Hungary from Pressburg to Preshov. We read the 
Kezmark newspaper “Battle Paper”. Got a new book in the bunker “King Coal” from Sinclair Upton. We 
play preference(?) every night it takes a few hours and we go to sleep regularly at 3.00AM. We get up at 
1pm for lunch, our bunker is opened and we sit there until 6.00 in the evening. 

We sit like this, it’s the 7th week. Sometimes we wear the same shirt for a couple of weeks. In spite of 
this we get clean laundry because Alush and Mrs Tsherkovski wash our clothes. It is now 3.00 AM and 
we’re going to sleep. 

I am aggravated thinking about Clarush my wife because the soldiers are very simple people and my 
Clarush is alone. It’s not good here and not this way. Does she have enough money, do they make 
demands of her? It’s sad enough. May G-d have mercy and be on us. 

 

Kezmark-Sunday 15th October in Bunker 

It is now 3.30 in the afternoon. We are very quiet and hungry. Signal was here with the light but did not 
call, a little frightening. The hunger doesn’t bother me. We went to sleep at 3.30 AM. I fell asleep at 5.30 
AM, we got up at 12.00 PM. We get along pretty well. Miklos and his Ilush are singing and playing for us. 
I sang the Rosh Chodesh (Beginning of month prayer) blessing from Rothstein and Rosenblatt. He liked it 
a lot. Shlomo kissed Ilush because she asked him to. Miklos doesn’t get angry over these jokes. Miklos 
reports he heard that Hungary capitulated and Horthy spoke that he was against the Jews being 
arrested. We are happy to hear the news and start kissing one another. Miklos and Mrs. Cohen, Miklos 
and I, and everyone with Miklos. 

Miklos speaks… he said that he would have to work in a German forced labor camp, we are a little 
worried about that. The police are spreading the news about labor near the Hungarian border. I was 
listening to the British broadcast, they said nothing about Hungary. Miklos said he heard Hungary, but it 
was not decisive or certain. 

 

18th Oct. Kezmark, Wednesday 2PM in the bunker. 

Still up till 6.30, didn’t sleep well until 1 PM. Miklos is going to meet Mrs. Pasternak. She saw me here in 
Vrana’s house, and that dramatic evening that worried me a great deal. She told Miklos that a soldier 
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had seen me as well as I went into the bunker, and he asked the German soldier to search Vrana’s 
house. Why it hasn’t been done yet I don’t know why. It’s possible that he didn’t speak to other soldiers 
about it or he left. Vrana told me that the soldier was his chauffer and he used to search for the Jews 
and send them away. That was a bitter period of worry and with such a lot of Jews who ran away from 
the search. It’s a good thing that my wife doesn’t know what danger we were in, and she always said, 
“God will keep us”. 

Yesterday Ilush, Miklos’s wife brought a Hungarian soldier and we had to quickly hide in the bunker 
because we had been sitting near the opening of our bunker to get some fresh air. Ilush is very frivolous, 
quick and has a strong attraction to men. We are a little worried about that. We hope that Miklos will let 
us stay here until our redemption will come, he should not betray us to the Germans. Yesterday we had 
a finance meeting with Mr. and Mrs. Kahn. She wants me to pay more, and told me how to budget the 
expense. I had excused her from all the expenses of the bunker which came to 32,000 and ¼ of it I would 
pay, I gave 16,000 Koruna. There was excitement and agitation, because she did not add the expense pf 
the food. In spite of that she said she would only pay a certain amount without adding the food to the 
total sum. Until now there were 32,000 Koruna available. From that Miklos got paid and we had the 
expense of the food and other expenses of the bunker. That’s the income of the Bunker which has to go 
for radio, and gifts for Miklos and his wife. Mrs. Kahn only wants to give 10,000 Koruna even though 
they are 2 people the least that she should give is 16,000 Koruna. Shlomo Greenspon and I pay the 
remaining expenses. Shlomo said he would give the same amount as I and then he changed his mind 
and said he didn’t want to. To Yozek he promised to pay his share that is robbery. It doesn’t pay for me 
to argue so I swallow and internalize. It would be amusing if Yozek will come out and tell me that he 
wants the money back that he gave to the bunker his 16,000. The most important thing is we should all 
survive and come out. Everything else is trivial. We can’t wait for the end of all this. The Russians are in 
Hungary between the Russian and Poles there’s still no peace. Vitos the son of Vincent is in his position 
during the occupation of Russia and Poland, he didn’t establish the Ayrar(?) reform fast enough. 
Churchill, Eden, Mikoleitchin had meetings in Moscow with Stalin. The problem was Poland would be 
destroyed, it’s at the front for months. Warsaw is destroyed. The Russians are not in a hurry to free the 
Poles from the Pilsudski Reactionaries, who helped Hitler succeed in the beginning because of their 
Fascist Politics, Hungary allowed the power of the Szalasi and Himmler does whatever he wants there. A 
bitter time for 100,000 Jews that are perhaps still living in Budapest.  

We don’t know about Horthy we heard him declare on the Radio that a cease fire was declared in 
Hungary but we don’t hear from him anymore. The Germans did well in Hungary, the war can last a long 
time. Our electric fan is broken so we are lacking some air, the ___ ventilator is very loud, so we don’t 
bother to use it.  

28th of October ‘44 

We are restless and scared. Lately Vrone and his wife have been fighting. He beats Elke his wife often, 
the reasons being that she’s not behaving properly towards Shlomo Greenspon which is not proper for 
Vrone’s wife. 

Shlomo kisses her often because she asks him to do so. We hope it will stop because Vrone is terrorizing 
the entire house, a very bad mood exists among us. We cried and begged to stop, so we succeeded, he 
shook my hand and everyone’s and gave his word that he wouldn’t hurt his wife anymore, so things are 
good once more. One moment, when Olga told that Miklos beats her terrible and breaks the windows, 
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we thought that he would report our hiding-but it didn’t happen. Today we heard that Zvolen and 
Banska Bystrica were occupied by Germans again. It is bitter news for me. Who knows what happened 
to my poor wife? She wanted to be together with me. I am guilty. Shlomo Greenspon advised me that 
she would be better off not to be in the bunker with me – understandable since he would have more 
room in the bunker that’s why he gave me this advice. I fear that she revealed who she is in the partisan 
group. She has no money. She’s alone. I feel like a mean dog because I didn’t insist that she stay with me 
and send her away without money she only had 4-5,000 Koruna and a diamond broach that is worth 
about 15,000 Koruna and my Leica camera. How could she get money for those things where she is? 
Maybe things are still good for her. Maybe she’ll come here? Who knows if she remembers the address 
so she could write? So I’m always thinking of this and it makes things bitter for me. Thank G-d I still think 
what can I do? Yesterday Shlomo Greenspon and I didn’t eat all day because of the fight between Miklos 
and Olga. It is 5pm today, ate only a few spoons of soup. We must stay in the bunker because of 
strangers that come. Olga invites guests, a German soldier comes to Miklos and sits for hours. We have 
to stay quiet and can’t use any ventilation. Lately we used to sit with Miklos in his room and listen to 
radio and I told a couple of jokes so we were in a happy mood. Miklos sits on the floor in solidarity to the 
little man. Shlomo Greenspon has toothaches and we worry about it. He’s a little better, this is the 2nd 
time in the bunker, we can’t go to a dentist, Miklos is working on batteries in exchange for food. We 
have enough products here for a year without the batteries. However it’s good when he has work, when 
he comes back he brings some cigarettes and other products. Miklos said he doesn’t need to do it, but 
he brings things. 

Wednesday Nov 1, 44 Kezmark in Bunker 

The restlessness and worry for my Rechame becomes stronger, I need to calm down but I can’t find rest. 
I get no word and think that the Partisans were betrayed. If one is betrayed then all of them are in 
danger. 

I made a terrible mistake that I didn’t take her with me to the bunker. The more I think about it, my 
mood gets worse. What can I do now? Olga wrote a letter to the company Zidostrofar for my wife, there 
is enough danger in that because she will know that I’m in hiding, and the girls who work there, Hoken 
Kreizler can tell Klarush what happened. I’m waiting for an answer. Lately we listen to the radio every 
day in Miklos’s room. In the evening we stay there from 5.30 to 11pm, then we play Preference till 3am 
and we go to bed at 4am. Olga is always looking for an opportunity to kiss Yitzchak Greenspon and its 
___ ___ for Miklos to accept it. She tried it with me but I kept my distance from her and gave her cool 
vibes. She needs lots of men. If she could she would bring soldiers here. Miklos keeps her for a short 
time. The soldiers are not coming now that used to come, they probably found out she wanted the news 
from the front is not mentioning anything about a peaceful and or arguments. The Russians are 60 
kilometers from East Slovakia. By way of the Duckla pass. If not for my constant worry about Klarush I 
would be calm. May G-d bless us and have mercy. We have enough and good food. Miklos is working on 
batteries lately. He may get sugar for the batteries, we keep him very little in his work. My nerves are a 
mess due to the fear in the bunker and worries about Klarush. Close to us, Jews from this area were 
murdered, they also arrested Perlrod the dental mechanic. They took a number of Jews away from here. 
Otherwise for non-Jews life is normal here in Kezmark.  

Chicken and eggs are the same price that they were. Everyone in the bunker gets along and we live 
peacefully. 
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November 3 in Bunker-Kezmark 

I keep thinking about Klarush, where is she? Is everything ok with her? Why didn’t I take her with me? I 
have to calm down and write until I hear something. What happened to Michael Dov Weissmandl 
Shlomo Stern’s family? Fink? Shiko, with all our brothers who lived until September of 1943 and hoped 
to rake revenge on the German. I begged Rabbi Michael Dov Weissmandl: don’t do anything! Only 
bunker! Bunkers! And again bunkers. Divide and inform the 2 Jews where to go when danger was 
coming. That was the only solution take it seriously or nothing will be left!!! I kept on telling them and 
talking to them for months to have a plan kept telling Weissmandl about it, he said I was right but 
between work and moving around he stayed until the tragedy came to us, it cost us blood, money and 
hope to be rescued, 20,000 souls murdered by the Germans. 

Miklos got me a few books for 117 Koruna’s “Suffering road to love” by Upton Sinclair which I’m, reading 
now. We stay in the room from 6-10.30 by Miklos, we listen to the radio and play cards. The news is 
bad: the Russians are close to Budapest, there is panic in the city, Szolnok and Zeglid are under Russian 
rule. When Olga will bring me a letter from my wife I promise her a kiss. Today we had schnitzel for 
lunch and dinner, enough and very good. We all sleep pretty well from 4am till 1.30pm. 

Sunday November 5th ‘44 

12.30am in bunker. I am in the bunker by myself they are all in Miklos’s room. We had a good supper: 
liverwurst, salami, kilbasa and tea. Miklos’s wife and mother were angry and went to bed before we ate. 
Miklos’s wife got hit in the face and teeth over a fight about the food Ilush cooked the food for us. He is 
very rude and cruel to her even though he gave me his word that he wouldn’t hit her again. Politically it 
is not different, Budapest is being ordered by the Russians, the British are fighting in the woods of 
Hungary. Budapest is under control of the Russians. 

7th November 1944, Kezmark in Bunker 

Yozek sent a message to his children today to Nitro, he complains about Miklos. Miklos is angry with 
Yozek we had to calm him down. Miklos knows Yozeks character very well. Yozek thinks that he will not 
stay over here in the winter. When one is  cozy and warm and can tolerate everything it should not be 
disturbed by the Germans before they need to leave. We need to be ready for everything. There is talk 
about taking away the young people. Miklos finds a place for his wife and mother, he wants to wonder 
with us, he wants to cut off his toes so that he wouldn’t be able to work, but we don’t allow it. I still 
have no word from my wife. 

 May God have mercy and save her. When to send for Pressbrug and don’t know what to do. Here I have 
to lay underground crying and worrying had made me very nervous and uneasy. Who knows what 
happened to her. It’s all my fault. The few minutes under the free sky give me hope. I hope to be near 
the tree in the evening so I should be able to see the tower to freedom. No change in politics. 

9 Novemeber 1944, Wed. in Bunker Kezmark 

We are here 11 weeks like someone who would lie down between tracks waiting for the train to come 
and run him over. But the train wont tear him apart but he can remain alive, a letter from dear Klarush 
and still have not received. Soldiers are visiting Miklos now with regards from a soldier Karl in Krakow. 
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The Front hasn’t changed now that England and U.S are fighting as well and the Polish question hasn’t 
been resolved. 

Sunday Nov 12-4pm 

I still have not gotten anything from my poor Klara and that grieves me a lot. I want to send Miklos to 
Pressburg to Dr. Operchale, everyone else here in the Bunker are against it but they didn’t say anything 
when I asked Miklos to do that. Shlomo the egoist said directly to me that it’s dangerous for Miklos to 
travel. A big argument erupted. I gave him my opinion and an argument ensued. Today Miklos declared 
that he will go there. With G-ds help I hope he’ll succeed. The letter to Mrs. Sas he doesn’t send since 
he’s going there personally. In between Mr. and Mrs. Kahn are getting along better with Greenspon. 
Yesterday Miklos suspected Mrs. Kahn that she cheated playing Preference. She swore and cried and 
came to the Bunker angry. She takes the game very seriously, she got mad at Shlomo that he did not 
speed up for justice he’s an ass kisser and a phony. Miklos apologized to Mrs. Kahn today. Everything is 
fine again. If only I had given my wife to Ludwig-Shops as an Aryan Polish woman everything would have 
been O.K. now the Gestapo have taken some Jews out, I worry about my Klara, woe is me. I hope she’ll 
stay strong I got papers to her stating that she is a refugee from Russia that could save her. Oh dear G-d 
in Heaven! Have mercy please! Who knows what happened to her? Is she with the Partisans? It’s 
possible. Is she stuck somewhere also possible. Why isn’t she writing? God have mercy! 

Tuesday 11.30pm in Bunker 

I succeeded to send Miklos and find out what happened to my Klarush. He will also be in Diviaki, maybe 
he’ll be able to find out where she is. I am trembling and afraid what news Miklos will bring. Have 
mercy. I send 20,000 with Miklos for Klara. Miklos is having orthopedic shoes made for him there. He 
will also be in Nitro and will stay with Yozek’s children. Everyone is sleeping in the Bunker and blame 
myself for sending Miklos.  

Kaer the soldier is sleeping here, perhaps regarding his job, it is very unpleasant. There is little room to 
breathe and he snores. I hope it will pass soon with G-d’s help. Sunday morning I experience pain, 
kidney pain on the left side. I sat very little, I also have no appetite. I fasted for 2 days. 

I eat bread, a little cooked fruit and drink water. The same soldier who’s sleeping here, Olga says that he 
forgot his keys to the apartment. It doesn’t sound right. He came here once at 1.00am and we got very 
frightened, until we understood it. 

November 17, 1944  

It is quiet in the Bunker. The soldier is with Olga. She says he’s very fresh, we shouldn’t have excitement. 
We made a mistake that we didn’t take along poison. We are looking forward to the day when the 
Germans will be defeated, although there is no sign to indicate that it will soon be coming to an end. We 
look forward to getting out of the cellar and our fearful existence. 

There is no place for us on the earth so we have to go under and sit and wait. All the Jews were killed so 
that the world would shake and wouldn’t want to murder any more. We are like a warning to other 
nations, that it will never happen again because they slaughtered us. Still no news from Klarush perhaps 
she fled with the partisans to the Russians. It’s bitter enough for me. Miklos has been gone for 4 days, 
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he should return tomorrow or Sunday. I can’t wait for him to come. While he was away we were in 
lockdown. I blame myself enough and all in the bunker blame me as well, that I should pay for this.  

November 23, 1944 Thursday Evening 

It is Shabbat. I found out from Miklos good news. He saw Klara, she doesn’t look well and is sorry she 
didn’t stay with us in the Bunker. The 20,000 that I gave Miklos for Klara, he only gave her 14,000, the 
remaining money he spent. Rafi and Klarush had a plan, and Rosenberg that they would go together. I 
wrote to Klarush: that they would be better off to stay in Diviokl because people know her there. Now 
I’m sorry that I wrote at all. 

Lazi Mangel probably didn’t tell me the truth about my inquiry. Thank G-d for that. I cried for joy. 
Rufina(?) also got 20,000 from me that will help Klarush when she’s together with him. The people in the 
bunker have not had any money for some time. I am lucky to have enough money and am able to pay 
for everyone. We would have been in a bad situation without money. One day we didn’t give money, so 
the old lady and Ilush said that they spent all their money and didn’t have anymore. Miklos doesn’t 
worship money, but without money to feed all these people, he wouldn’t be able to go on. I’m lucky 
that I had 10,000 (Crowns Swiss) and it comes in handy to cover us and kept us hidden. Miklos can’t sell 
the Korunas for dollars. 

Lately we heard that 17 Jews were murdered in the forest. The leader Dudins was arrested and brought 
here in chains perhaps Shpengers brother in law betrayed him (Kapolke), and he earned some money 
for that. Shpenger related that story that his brother-in-law told him about the betrayal. Dr Sheichner 
had Mr. Yanechkor arrested tried to get him out without success. The Jews were imprisoned for a while 
and then were send to Poland or Preshov, Kobi Kohn was also murdered along with his family. Miklos is 
staying strong, but he was a little afraid. Lately I get very little sleep from 6am till 10am or 12pm. All of 
us sleep that way but many take afternoon naps, however can’t do that. We are all healthy. Greenspon 
has toothaches from time to time. There is no political change. I hope that in 3 months we’ll be liberated 
with G-ds help. Shokai and Hatwan were taken by the Russians and Mishkalz and Pest, and they are in 
the West of Slovakia and perhaps a Russian offensive is coming through the Carpathian Mountains to 
Krakow and Shtretin. Then they will ___. 
German soldiers keep coming to Miklos so we remain quiet in our hole.  

November 27 1944 Kezmark in Bunker 

We stay in the bunker much longer lately. There is unrest and Miklos is trying to organize everything. 
Himent and Michalovitze from Marshal Stalin, were taken. What Stalin took over the Germans will not 
get like Banska Bystrica. The Russians are marching to Kashoy and Preshor. We are worried about 
evacuation, perhaps I should get in touch with Matz when we’ll need to run from here. 

Dec. 1, 1944 in Bunker 

Yozek is making Vrone wild. It’s not good for us. I have to talk to Vrone a lot and tell her good things 
about Yozek to calm her down. He tells Brone that I robbed 200,000 from Stern that he knows is a lie. He 
is trying to ruin it for us. Moshe Greenspon but me know that he would take Yozek to a Jewish court for 
all the false accusations. It doesn’t help to liberate us. Miklos is ___ ___. He’s entertaining the soldiers a 
lot and we locked up. He tells us that he does that got out security. Yozek put an idea in his head that he 
could get 150,000 for every Jew that he gives to the Germans. He wants to make our life like hell. It’s no 
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ones’ fault that he can’t come into the bunker. It’s a bitter war. It was easier to take the war in 
Stalingrad that the war in Stropkov but we waited for that, it’s just taking too long. Shlomo said now that 
the Russians will come when the West will fall. I still believe that it will take 2-3 months until we will be 
liberated if we survive. It’s been 2 weeks that I have not had a sign that Klarush is still alive. I wrote to 
her that she’s be better off to stay with Rafi where she is. Now I think that Rafi was right. 

Dec 6, 1944 

We have been locked into our bunker for 24 hours at night. Miklos lets us listen to the radio for 1 or 2 
hours at 10.30pm. It’s always a quarrelsome time. Today it’s between mother and son. The mother 
threatened her son yelling loudly that she would betray him at 11.00pm. We finally succeeded to calm 
her down. We ran back into the Bunker. Miklos is in conversation with the soldiers and gives them food.  

He doesn’t allow me to write a card to my wife. I have not gotten any mail from my wife for 3 weeks. I 
receive a card from Rafi today. Miklos wants to go to Pressburg. I would rather write. This week Miklos 
and the soldiers bought some fish with shells, and they killed a pig. No political news. 

 

December 12, 1945 in Bunker 

We’re not satisfied, but Miklos doesn’t hear us and he opens up an area in the Bunker so we could get 
some fresh air. They caught shell fish again. We cook the fish with sugar. The argument between Miklos 
and the old woman has stopped, but he started arguing with his wife. What can we do? 2 soldiers are 
living upstairs with his wife. Miklos is making it harder for me to communicate with my wife. Weeks go 
by and he sends a few notes from me without the return address. We don’t know anything about 
evacuation and can’t do anything about it. It’s lonely life:  

Poem 

Day after day 
Slowly getting gray 
No feeling of escape 
No blue skies 

Miklos again, eating again, Preference again! Quarrels again, good again, flames of fire again! Dissolve 
every hope every glory! The loneliness tears apart everything like a sponge. 

After 5 years of hell and of praying, months of captivity, darkness in deep cave. Everything is the same, 
banal and dull. Still a simmering hope in the soul. 

(1) Perhaps we’ll see light once more and sky 
(2) Free: from inquisitions, darkness and mold 
(3) Free from our killers! Terror! Calamities! 
(4) Free from fear of death, baiter and graves. 

Generations later not to find out to write about the lovely life and tears. No prophet, everything is 
forgotten. 

December 15, 1944 Friday in the Bunker 
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We worry about soldiers coming in to us. Miklos is also aware of the danger everyone knows that ___ 
___ has come here, we wish that he would be taken in. She wants to have him here, there is some 
argument about Preference. When the wife loses the mood and atmosphere is very unpleasant. She is 
accustomed to get her way but I don’t want to give in all the time. She is very impulsive and a little 
hysterical; but very smart. I have money and have been paying for everyone but I don’t talk about it. 
Mrs. Cohen is afraid of Shlomo Greenspon, she worries that she’ll owe me too much money. Thank G-d 
that I have the money. One day MIklos got out money a little later and an argument broke out between 
Mickloshs’s mother, Olga and Miklos. She shouted that she didn’t get enough money, Miklos received 
money from me every 10 days and can spend money for food, flour etc… We have to endure how we 
are treated. We remain in the cellar 22 hours. His mother just got a pair of boots for 2200 Koruna’s and 
is always getting presents. We can imagine if we didn’t have money how out situation would be. I always 
paid well for any favours. Thank G-d I don’t need help in that department. It would be terrible if I ever 
had to borrow money from Shlomo Greenspon. I pay for him and he hides. He keeps saying he’ll pay me 
back after the war. Everyone had paid me for the bunker, he also promised to pay his share later. I’m 
not counting on it. He thinks he’s fooling me with his sweet talk. Thank G-d I can do good and it’s 
enough for me and important the G-d should help us all to survive in peace. The outlook is not too good. 
The war will last a long time. When the Russians arrive everything has been destroyed by the Germans. 
From Shtetzte(?) where 15,000 people lived, only 50 were left when the Russians arrived. The Germans 
destroy everything before they leave. 

In Greece where there were leftist, the Russians freed them and British troops that support the King and 
right wing government. Between Poland and Russia there is no entrance. Churchill says in the beginning 
of 1945 a Russian Polish office. We are sitting under the earth. Everyone needs to get their legitimate 
papers in order. I hope things will go well for my wife, if she were here with us she would have to suffer 
without hope of evacuation G-d forbid. We decided to stay here in the hole and exist on raw potatoes 
and very little honey. We can tolerate it. Where could we go? When we will be evacuated. Miklos is 
upset with me the last few days because I told him that his dictatorship and action didn’t suit me. I don’t 
allow myself to be completely enslaved. I told him that I would decide where my wife should go but he 
wants to dictate and order my wife where to live. He’s a sadist and not normal. One man with many 
effects and defects. Hope we should succeed and get out alive, so I’ll never forget his good deeds and 
will always help him because I will be grateful for all that he did for us. We are all well, Shlomo 
Greenspon always has a toothache. Something new, Miklos took us from the stable to the Bunker. He 
likes that hole. I don’t like it at all. The book “Jews in Chains” I just finished reading it. 

Monday Evening 10:00pm December 18th 

Saturday Miklos locked us up because he was going for a walk with Ilush, so Sunday we only had open 
air for 10 minutes. Locked us up due to the restlessness of the soldiers and impatience of Miklos. We 
were locked up until Wednesday lunchtime. He said he saw Petra and he yelled out our address to her. 
We are lying here without air now when it doesn’t have to be. He gives the soldiers a feast so that we 
and he could survive. He has no work so he bakes strudel and many good things and drinks like crazy. 
The person that measures him gives him 200 Koruna’s for drinking money. 

We trusted these people with our lives. We tell him that it’s dangerous and he responds that it’s not 
dangerous for him at all, he can handle it. We tell him it’s not dangerous for him, so his response to us 
is: by keeping us here his life is in danger. Olga didn’t care if we were alive or had any air. One soldier is 
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here with her in the house. The woman always wins by Preference. We haven’t played for a couple of 
days but we don’t have what to do so we have to make up and play again. 

Dec 22 1944 

Miklos received 5,000 from us and was in a food mood. He didn’t like the fact that I pointed out to him 
that he prepared meals for the 2 soldiers who might be wondering where he gets the money. 

Now everything costs a lot of money. Politically there is nothing new. Instead of our freedom a German 
offensive came into the West and made progress and took 20,000 American soldiers as prisoners. That’s 
how the situation looks right now. We rest like in a burial place, I want to have such rest already. Last 
night after our meal and listening to the radio, we returned to the bunker. It is 9 in the evening we 
haven’t gotten any food no sign of life, our bunker remained closed. What does that mean? I don’t have 
a good feeling about this. Have no mail from Klara, no news about the partisans. Evacuation. We haven’t 
played cards for a few days. Tension exists. Mrs. Cohen as usual is always complaining. I described our 
situation to Miklos with amusement. Mrs. Cohen expressed herself in an inappropriate manner. I told 
her this was not acceptable and have not spoken to her since. Shlomo Greenspon behaves differently 
with her because she cooked dinner for him, because he’s missing something else. She spoke to me 
sometimes and now there is peace but I don’t speak to her too much. Shlomo agrees with me. Instead 
of being grateful that I am paying for everyone with my money she is very unpleasant to me. She is 
hypocrytical, unfriendly, sadistic. She wants everyone to give in to her. 

Dec 23, 1944 

After 9 in the evening Miklos finally opened the door. He was with Shandi Kapalka Shengler, his wife 
never said a comforting word to us. Miklos told us if we stay in the bunker for a year he will give us food 
only once every 3 days and we will survive. That’s what he says now if he’ll get another 10,000 Korunas 
every month. There is no end to this. Am worried about Klarush may G-d have mercy. 

Dec 24, 44 

Miklos is celebrating Christmas Eve with 2 soldiers. We have good food. We got one and Mrs Cohen got 
the fish. The German offensive has not been completely stopped. The English airforce can be heard 
since yesterday. In about 3 weeks it should be over. The Russians and Hungarians are also involved. One 
thing the British are not succeeding in Greece. The Hungarian Communists are quieter. The Russians had 
success in Hungary a government of many parties and no party is in the way. The Hungarian Communists 
are quiet since the Greek Communists are under the British. The Germans are even worse to the Jews 
here then in Poland. They took all Jewish families to be murdered. Even the Aryan side of the families 
and children. Mechzidratzki, his wife and child, Fishzer and his wife, Tzin Moler his wife and children, 
and many others. The German party arranged all of this. Who knows how Klarush is on this special day 
of ours? I think she’s better off were she is, instead of her with Miklos and his dear Olga and mother. I 
have a desire to write a will and leave everything for my wife. However it’s very difficult to do this in 
Miklos’s house. He doesn’t need to know everything. He wants everyone to trust him for his welfare. I 
can’t express everything to my wife about Miklos’s behaviour.  

 

Dec. 26, 1944  
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Budapest Felig locked up.  

Today we played preference with Mr. Cohen. She doesn’t give us any rest and curses him like dirt when 
he loses. Churchill is in Greece for a conference with the Russian delegation officer. I am personally 
surprised at the support with ammunition in Greece for the King, so that England could shoot the 
Freedom fighters that Greece freed to keep the nation from the Denkels(?) Regime for free votes at the 
proper time. How does England intend to carry this out? Spain is under a Regime that came to power 
illegally.  

Now England didn’t for there to fight for folks-front and democratic elections. 

Dec 27, 1944 

Conference of German and Hungarians in Budapest. They divided Budapest into two sections. I told 
Shlomo today that I want to opt out when Miklos isn’t here and someone should be on the warch. 
Miklos opened the door today in the evening with breakfast. He told us about a dream: that Shlomo and 
I went out of the Bunker and he saved us both from danger and brought us back. A very interesting 
dream especially since Shlomo and I talked about a couple of hours before. Shlomo said if I go he would 
go with me. He absolutely wants to be where I am. I think one us should go alone and then the other 
we’ll have to see how it will work out. 

1945 Kezmark in the Bunker 

Soldiers are celebrating Christmas with Miklos in the evening. We are sitting below because a wounded 
Russian soldier is with us and he’s being investigated and searched. He first came out of the hospital 
that’s the reasons we remain in the Bunker. The last few days the mood in the bunker has not been 
good. Today it’s okay now thank G-d. I spoke to Milosh for about an hour everything seems to be ok. 
He’s friendly with the Germans but he’s interested in saving us fopr his own personal reasons. It should 
only not get worse he’s unpredictable and could be brutal. Htiler speaks about the German offensive 
how it broke down in the West and in Eastern Budapest before the fall. 

The newspaper “Nashboy” writes that they finished with the Jews but with the Slovaks that resemble 
the Jews we’re not done with yet and in this living cellar we’re living and waiting. The Russians are 
coming very slowly. Who knows how long it will last? Let it come already whatever it is. Received mail 
from Klarush from Pressburg but Rafiner writes, I think Klarush is angry with me since I didn’t take her 
along with me to the bunker. I think it’s better this way. She is better off moving around rather than 
being pent-up here in the cellar where we can hardly move. We are playing Preferance with Heinrich’s 
wife doesn’t allow it, because he loses I joke and everyone has a good laugh. Shlomo pulled a tooth out 
for Miklos and he did well. I am reading a book about Gypsies, it’s pretty good. 

January 4, 1944 [sic] 

Last night we didn’t have enough bread for supper. This doesn’t keep Miklos back he’s in danger but he 
brings communication in and other weapons and puts us in a dangerous situation. As well without 
protection he leaves us hungry in the cellar fasting for 24 hours and brings us food in at 10:00pm. We 
are waiting to be able to go out a little but he keeps us locked up surely he must have some 
disagreement with his mother and he doesn’t want us to see it. Or in reality he doesn’t like us and he’s 
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being sadistic. I have given him 10-12,000 Korunas sometimes 13,000 in the beginning and that’s how he 
treats us? 

The book watcher “The Brothers Flay” a Hungarian writer I read at the end but a particular good literary 
book. But from a moral standpoint something good. Now I am reading a criminal novel pretty good for a 
bunker read. When Mr. Cohen plays and loses, Mrs. Cohen comes over very angry that she wouldn’t pay 
rent here. Mr. Cohen a good person lets her step on him. The important thing he eats well and looks 
good. It’s interesting to se how his wife gives him the biggest portions. When she and Greenspon five 
out the last portions she sees to it to get the biggest one and states that she takes the smallest portion 
because she’s not hungry. It’s funny how petty she is and mean. We laugh about her husband many 
times. She has one big worry, that she wouldn’t be able to pay me back after the war. She says that I will 
charge so much interest that she won’t be able to pay it back. One word she thinks I can become a rich 
man in the bunker if the war lasts any longer. 

Jan 8, 1945 Monday 10.30pm 

The woman knows Heinrich’s mother. Today we had a soldier and civilain and they took her. We don’t 
know where they took Lenna Cohen. Perhaps they settled her into a house with her husband to save 
them as so it seemed that she gave the Gestapo all of our names. Hosa once said to Miklos that it wasn’t 
worth saving the Cohens because later they will send him packing out of the house and that Miklos 
probably took the Cohens somewhere to the Gestapo. 

Today in the afternoon, very tight we could hardly breathe they interrogated us. We are frightened to 
death. We’ve been without food for 24 hours. I have the revolver ready. I would like to shoot one of the 
murderers. We want to get out but can’t until our leader agrees (Miklos?). so we can go to another 
bunker and hopefully without him. 

Jan 9, 1945 Kezmark in Bunker 

Miklos is brutal to us. Since yesterday afternoon he has not said a word to us. Another piece of bad 
news as the day is hovering over us. After many signals and pounding he sent his wife to speak with  us. 
We have to wait a long time until the old Cohen tells us where we are. The only advise she gives is to get 
out for a few days but Miklos doesn’t want to hear about it. Who knows what terrible plans he has. He 
threatened Yozek and his wife and told him that he’ll show us all and give us up to the Gestapo and they 
won’t do anything to him. Have slept very little; am weak and sweating. I’m always on edge. I am not 
able to describe what a terrible and unpredictable person Miklos is. MIklos told us that Hoser Andrey 
was called by the Gestapo yesterday. He denied (Audrey) being at the Gestapo. I don’t know what to 
think, we are all afraid, may G-d watch over us and may he save us from the tricky fox. 

3:15 AM 

In the dark hole 
Lonely fear of death pushing 
We have already fasted! All the same but! 
It’s pressing to choke us! 
 
Have waited for the sweat 10 times 
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The anger has no room (space), no air 
Like robbers and judge 

What for? What for? All of this 
To see the revenge! 
For millions, children, groom and brides! 
One minute after the War! 

January 15, 1945 Kezmark in the Bunker 1:30pm 

Young Englishmen came Thursday afternoon to  our bunker. I didn’t speak to him much about the 
terrible things he did or saw things that took place. When we sit together in the Bunker there must be 
peace if not for that I would have spoken to him. We and Miklos are quiet because of the danger around 
us, the old woman Cohen. It’s very crowded now and difficult to sleep. I can only sleep 3-4 hours 
together with Shlomo Greenspon in a narrow bed. We all get along, I joke a lot and we play chess. There 
is little air to breathe in. Henyek Manzer and Shan Darfi were sent to Pozen and are somewhere where 
only the Neishak knows. She does a lot of good things for hidden Jews and helps them. 

Berger, Yechazkayl Englander and his family, Pavel Bebelsohn is with her. They go to the villages of West 
and East Budapest. It’s in the newspaper about the terrible torment. “Nash Boy” writes that they were 
finished with the Jews, but the Slovaks are not finished with the Jews yet, we who are alive in this burial 
pit are waiting for the Russians, but they are coming very slowly. Who knows how many more months it 
will last? May it come at once. I received mail from Klarush from Pressburg but Raginer writes, she may 
be angry that I didn’t take her with me to the Bunker. I believe that with G-d’s help it’s better this way.  

It would be better if she were here. I am still not well, my stomach is not right. Hope to be free next 
Thursday. We are all getting along in the bunker. The Germans sold their food-Miklos bought it, 1 meter 
flour, ½ meter sugar for 1500 Korunas. 

All of the Rosenzweigs were taken away we don’t know where. Am afraid to write about it. Everthing 
else is ok. It’s just taking a long time. We learned that area is recuperating. Miklos is controlling 
everything, lately he only opens the bunker when he brings us food. I don’t know why. Victor 
Rothshtein, Pavel’s partner was also taken away but he was able to get out by paying his captors money. 

Jan 21st 1945 Kezmark in Bunker 

 We were able to avoid death until now. It was clear to all of us that Miklos betrayed us. We were 
preparing oursleves for the worst scenario. At 11pm he came storming in and demanded the gun. He 
had never done this before or talked about it. He quickly closed the door. We decided that we would not 
give him the revolver because we wanted to have it to use against the Gestapo when the time came. But 
we were afraid not to give him the revolvers. After a few minutes we knew what it meant. Everyone left 
it up to me. Shlomo said that he heard German soldiers asking where we were. I said that he didn’t hear 
it well but calm down. I don’t know where I found the strength, in spite of it I was prepared for anything 
like everyone else. We found out that he needed the revolver to shoot a pig. We can’t open the door we 
sit in the bunker for 24 hours, the 6 of us. The Russians have a strong offensive and a strong army. We 
hope to be liberated soon, may G-d have mercy. Miklos is holding us here even though it looks like the 
war is over. His wife doesn’t want him to tell us what the situation is like on the outside. He keeps it to 
himself the devil knows why. 
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The end is coming and his power will end in spite of this we will always be grateful to him because he 
rescued us, we would have been stuck in the forest. One can be without food for 8 days he said. We only 
need enough miracles until we will be redeemed.  

At that time on a Wednesday we were prepared for the worst case scenario of being killed. It was 
characteristic of an Englishwoman-she packed her colognes-woman remains a woman. There were all 
sorts of comical occurances in the worst of times. 

Jan 24, 1945-Kezmark in Bunker 

With Miklos for a few days. He sent a German soldier down Hans Shalen is friend who burned his car 
with 200 litre gas in Hinsdorf-Kezmark and walked over, he arrived at 10pm. We felt uneasy in case they 
would come looking for him. How many weeks would he stay? Now we’re very crowded but double. We 
are 7 people and Shlomo Greenspon sleeps with me. Isaac and wife together. The worst thing is I 
poisoned my stomach and can’t get rid of it. I haven’t been able to eat for 3 days. One night I must have 
a fever 40 degrees. Hopefully it won’t last much longer. So far G-d has helped us and the end is here and 
redemption. The Gestapo, German Party and Commando left Kezmark. The troops go by here. Hope is 
beginning to burst into our hearts. Miklos started treating us better so that we don’t have to complain of 
his cruel treatment in the past. Those we were able to get over. 

Jan 25, 1945 

There was a lot of movement at night. The German troops were retreating. They left Kezmark. Dr 
Tremne ___ asked Shondi Kapolki to help him pack. I can’t forget how this bloodhound treated me and 
looked at me. He knew what was going to happen to the Jews and he sacrificed for them. One could see 
that in him. The Russians send Mishkal to Slovakia to the offence front. We are happy to be free in a few 
days with G-d’s help. Since yesterday, I have been worrying about my wife Klarush. G-d should watch 
over her. I would be much better if she were here with me. I am still not well, my stomach is still not 
right. By next week I hope to be free. We are getting along well in the bunker, everything seems to be in 
order. The German control holding station of food products sold everything, and Miklos made a lot of 
purchases. One meter flour, ½ sugar for 1500 Korunas altogether. 
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