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Descriptive summary 
 
Title:  Klestadt family papers 
 
Dates:  circa 1900-2005 (bulk 1919-1942) 
 
Accession number:  2014.481.1 
 
Creator: Klestadt, Fred, 1909-1995. 
 
Additional creator: Klestadt, Thea, 1912-2005. 
 
Extent:  .5 linear feet (1 box, 2 oversize boxes, 1 book enclosure, 3 oversize folders) 
 
Repository:  United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place SW,  
Washington, DC 20024-2126 
 
Abstract: The collection primarily documents the prewar experiences of Fred and Thea Klestadt, 
originally of Düsseldorf, Germany, prior to their emigration from Germany to the United States in 1937. 
Documents include Thea’s report cards, clothing pattern book, and a short play written after she arrived 
in the US; clippings; and the menu from Fred and Thea’s wedding. Correspondence includes letters from 
Fred to his family while on their honeymoon in Palestine in 1935 and letters exchanged between Fred 
and Thea after they arrive in the United States. There is also one brief letter from the Red Cross to Thea 
regarding news of family members in 1942. Photographs include prewar depictions of Fred, Thea, and 
various family members and friends. There are also two photograph albums documenting their 
honeymoon in Palestine in 1935. 
 
Languages: German, English 
 
 
Administrative Information  
 
Access:  Collection is open for use, but is stored offsite.  Please contact the Reference Desk more than 
seven days prior to visit in order to request access. 
 
Reproduction and use:  Collection is available for use.  Material may be protected by copyright.  Please 
contact reference staff for further information.   
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Preferred citation:  (Identification of item), Klestadt family papers (2014.481.1), United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum Archives, Washington, DC 
 
Acquisition information:  The collection was donated to the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum 
by Julie Keefer in 2014. 
 
Separated and related material: Julie Keefer donated objects and archival material related to her family 
in Germany (Weinstock and Eisen) and her adoptive family (Klestadt) in the United States. 
Woodcut portrait of Leo Baeck owned by a Jewish Polish girl (2014.481.2) 
Paper sheet with two drawings of a couple being separated and then reconciling (2014.481.3) 
Aizik Eisen papers (2012.151.1) 
Beaded hat with a floral pattern brought by a Jewish German refugee (2012.151.2) 
Embroidered table runner with a floral and insect design brought with a German Jewish refugee 
(2012.151.3) 
Tin mug issued to a Jewish girl and her family at a displaced persons camp (2017.309.1) 
 
Accruals:  Accruals may have been received since this collection was first processed, see archives catalog 
at collections.ushmm.org for further information. 
 
Processing history:  Adam Fielding, June 2019 
 
Biographical note 
Thea Ursula Henriette Löwenstein was born December 19, 1912 in Düsseldorf, Germany, to a Jewish 
couple, Emil and Erna Flechtheim Löwenstein (1883-1929). She had an older sister, Vera (1904-1948). 
Thea was an artist. Thea married Frederick (Fred, 1909-1995) L. Klestadt in 1935, and they 
honeymooned in Palestine, then returned to Düsseldorf. Fred was born in Düsseldorf on March 15, 1909 
to Moritz (1878-1936) and Rahel Aenne Lilienfeld Klestadt (1886-1983). He had a younger sister, Hilda 
(1913-1914). Fred was a well-educated man with a PhD in economics. 
 
Thea and Fred secured US visas and in October 1937, they left Germany. They arrived in New York on 
November 12, 1937. They moved to Cleveland Ohio in 1939. Fred worked as a traveling salesman. In 
1955 the Klestadts adopted 14 year old Jula (Julie) Weinstock, a Jewish Polish girl whose parents were 
murdered in the Holocaust while hiding in a forest bunker near Lvov Poland in April 1944. Julie’s 
grandfather, afraid the children’s cries would alert the Germans took Julie and her infant sister to hide 
with a Christian woman. Later Julie’s sister was sent to a Catholic children’s home to keep her safe. She 
was taken away from the orphanage they never saw her sister again. After the war Julie’s grandfather 
sent her to America because young orphans received preferential treatment for US entry visas. Julie and 
her husband Larry have two children and live in Washington DC. Fred, aged 86, died on November 30, 
1995 in Cleveland. Thea, aged 92, died on September 25, 2005 in Cleveland. 
 
Biography by Travers Turmelle 
 
Scope and content of collection 
The collection primarily documents the prewar experiences of Fred and Thea Klestadt, originally of 
Düsseldorf, Germany, prior to their emigration from Germany to the United States in 1937. Documents 
include Thea’s report cards, clothing pattern book, and a short play written after she arrived in the US; 
clippings; and the menu from Fred and Thea’s wedding. Correspondence includes letters from Fred to 
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his family while on their honeymoon in Palestine in 1935 and letters exchanged between Fred and Thea 
after they arrive in the United States. There is also one brief letter from the Red Cross to Thea regarding 
news of family members in 1942. Photographs include prewar depictions of Fred, Thea, and various 
family members and friends. There are also two photograph albums documenting their honeymoon in 
Palestine in 1935. 
 
System of arrangement 
The collection is arranged as three series. 
Series 1. Biographical material, 1919-2003 
Series 2. Correspondence, 1935-1942 and undated 
Series 3. Photographs, circa 1900-2005 
 
Folders are arranged alphabetically and documents are arranged chronologically. 
 
Indexing terms 
Person: 
Klestadt, Fred, 1909-1995. 
Klestadt, Thea, 1912-2005. 
 
Topical Subject: 
Jews--Germany--Düsseldorf. 
 
Geography: 
United States--Emigration and immigration. 
Palestine. 
Düsseldorf (Germany) 
 
Genre/Form: 
Letters. 
Photographs. 
Photograph albums. 
 
 

CONTAINER LIST 
 
Series 1. Biographical material, 1919-2003 

Box/Folder Title 
1.1 Clippings, 1987, 2003 
1.2 Family papers, 1935-1993 
OS 1 Klestadt, Thea: clothing pattern book, circa 1930s 
1.3 Klestadt, Thea: play script, circa 1940s 
1.4 Klestadt, Thea: report cards, 1919-1931 

 
Series 2. Correspondence, 1935-1942 and undated 

Box/Folder Title 
1.5 Klestadt, Fred: Klestadt family, 1935 
1.6 Klestadt, Fred and Thea, 1937-1942 and undated 
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Series 3. Photographs, circa 1900-2005 

Box/Folder Title 
1.7, 2 Klestadt, Fred, 1933-circa 1935 
1.8 Klestadt, Thea, 1932-1937 
1.9, OS 2-
OS 3 

Klestadt family and friends, circa 1900-1965, 2005 

3, BE 1 Photograph album: Palestine, 1935 
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