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Descriptive summary 
 
Title:  Fred Freuthal papers 
 
Dates:  1939-approximately 1998 
 
Accession number:  2015.527.1 
 
Creator:  Freuthal, Fred, 1932- 
     
Extent:  0.4 linear foot (4 folders) 

 
Repository:  United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place SW, 

Washington, DC 20024-2126 
 
Abstract: The Fred Freuthal papers include correspondence, personal narratives, and photocopies of 

clippings and photographs documenting Fred Freuthal’s immigration to the United States as one 
of a group of children selected by Gilbert and Eleanor Kraus ("the 50 children") in the spring of 
1939, his parents’ immigration in the fall of 1939, and their efforts to help his grandmother 
immigrate in 1941.  Correspondence includes letters and a postcard Fred Freuthal wrote to his 
parents in Vienna from France and the United States just before and after his immigration and a 
letter from a caregiver assuring his parents that he was doing well.  The collection also includes 
photocopies of JDC correspondence documenting Grete Freuthal’s efforts to bring her mother 
to the United States.  Brief personal narratives entitled Paul and Grete Freuthal's Flight from 
Austria and The Freuthal Story describe the immigration of Fred's parents, Paul and Grete, to the 
United States in September 1939.  Photocopies of family photographs depict Fred Freuthal, his 
parents, and his grandmother in Austria and Fred at Camp Brith Shalom near Philadelphia.  
Photocopies of clippings depict the arrival of Fred’s and his parents’ ships in New York in the 
spring and fall of 1939. 

 
Languages:   German, English  
 
Administrative Information  
 
Access:  Collection is open for use, but is stored offsite.  Please contact the Reference Desk more than 

seven days prior to visit in order to request access.   
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Reproduction and use:  Collection is available for use.  Material may be protected by copyright.  Please 
contact reference staff for further information.   

 
Preferred citation:  (Identification of item), Fred Freuthal papers, 2015.527.1, United States Holocaust 

Memorial Museum Archives, Washington, DC 
 
Acquisition information:  Fred Freuthal donated the Fred Freuthal papers to the United States Holocaust 

Memorial Museum Archives in 2015. 
 
Accruals:  Accruals may have been received since this collection was first processed, see archives catalog 

at collections.ushmm.org for further information. 
 
Processing history:  Julie Schweitzer, June 2018 
 
Biographical note  
Fred Freuthal was born in 1932 to Paul (b. Hamburg, 1901-1996) and Grete (née Weiss, b. Vienna, 1908-
1998). Paul and Grete married on December 30, 1928. Fred, an only child, was born in Berlin, where the 
family lived for a year before moving to Konigsburg, then Vienna. In the spring of 1939, Fred was chosen 
to go to the United States under the supervision of two Americans, Gilbert and Eleanor Kraus, as part of 
a group later known as the "50 children." Paul and Grete were able to immigrate to the United States a 
few months later aboard the Statendam, which left port on September 3, 1939. They were sponsored by 
Carrie and Joe Ehrenwald of Brooklyn, NY, and a friend of Paul's, Leonard Kaupf. They lived briefly in 
New York before moving to Pittsburgh. Paul sold aluminum pots, while Grete worked as a seamstress. 
After several years, they opened a restaurant and deli. Fred became a microbiologist and hematologist. 
Both Paul and Grete's mothers, Hilda Freuthal and Malvina Weiss, did not survive, despite Paul’s and 
Grete’s attempted to assist with Malvina's emigration. Paul also lost a sister and brother-in-law, Trudi 
and Rudi Kamm, who were murdered in Sobibor.  
 
 
Scope and Content of Collection: 
The Fred Freuthal papers include correspondence, personal narratives, and photocopies of clippings and 
photographs documenting Fred Freuthal’s immigration to the United States as one of a group of children 
selected by Gilbert and Eleanor Kraus ("the 50 children") in the spring of 1939, his parents’ immigration 
in the fall of 1939, and their efforts to help his grandmother immigrate in 1941.  Correspondence 
includes letters and a postcard Fred Freuthal wrote to his parents in Vienna from France and the United 
States just before and after his immigration and a letter from a caregiver assuring his parents that he 
was doing well.  The collection also includes photocopies of JDC correspondence documenting Grete 
Freuthal’s efforts to bring her mother to the United States.  Brief personal narratives entitled Paul and 
Grete Freuthal's Flight from Austria and The Freuthal Story describe the immigration of Fred's parents, 
Paul and Grete, to the United States in September 1939.  Photocopies of family photographs depict Fred 
Freuthal, his parents, and his grandmother in Austria and Fred at Camp Brith Shalom near Philadelphia.  
Photocopies of clippings depict the arrival of Fred’s and his parents’ ships in New York in the spring and 
fall of 1939. 
 
 
System of Arrangement:  
The Fred Freuthal papers are arranged as a single series. 
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Indexing terms 
Freuthal, Fred.  
Freuthal, Grete.  
Freuthal, Paul.  
 
Emigration and immigration--Germany--1930-1940.  
Holocaust, Jewish (1939-1945)--Austria--Personal narratives, Jewish.  
Refugee children--United States.  
 
Vienna (Austria)--Emigration and immigration.  
 
 

CONTAINER LIST 
 
 
Series 1:  Fred Freuthal papers, 1939-1998 
 

Folder Title 
1 Clippings, (1939), approximately 1998 
2 Correspondence, 1939, (1941), approximately 1998 
3 Personal narratives, approximately 1998 
4 Photographs, (1937-1939), approximately 1998 

 
(Dates in parentheses designate the original dates represented in photocopied documents.) 
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