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Descriptive summary 
 
Title:  Fred Strauss papers 
 
Dates:  approximately 1932-1947 
 
Accession number:  2015.533.3 
 
Creator:  Strauss, Fred, 1926-2013 
 
Extent:  0.4 linear foot (4 folders) 
 
Repository:  United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place SW, 

Washington, DC 20024-2126 
 
Abstract:  The Fred Strauss papers consist of biographical materials, correspondence, photographs, and 

printed materials documenting Fred Strauss’ attendance at the Israelitische Waisenanstalt 
school in Frankfurt, his inclusion in a Kindertransport from Frankfurt to Paris in 1939, his life as a 
child refugee in OSE homes in France, his immigration to the United States as part of an USCOM 
children’s transport from Lisbon in June 1941, his mother’s death in 1943, his move to New 
York, and his enlistment in the United States Army. 

 
Languages:  German, English, French 
 
 
Administrative Information  
 
Access:  Collection is open for use, but is stored offsite.  Please contact the Reference Desk more than 
seven days prior to visit in order to request access.   
 
Reproduction and use:  Collection is available for use.  Material may be protected by copyright.  Please 
contact reference staff for further information.   
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Acquisition information:  Sigrid (Jean) Ansbacher Strauss donated the Fred Strauss papers to the United 
States Holocaust Memorial Museum in 2015 and 2016.  Collections formerly cataloged as 2015.533.1 
and 2016.553.1 have been incorporated into this collection. 
 
Accruals:  Accruals may have been received since this collection was first processed, see archives catalog 
at collections.ushmm.org for further information. 
 
Processing history:  Processed by Julie Schweitzer, August 2018. 
 
 
Biographical note 
Fred Strauss (1926-2013) was born Fritz Strauss in Miehlen, Germany to Marta and Albert Strauss.  
Albert died when Fritz was a young child, and Marta’s second husband was named Falkenstein.  In 1936 
Fritz was sent to Frankfurt to attend a Jewish school at the Israelitische Waisenanstalt.  On March 8, 
1939 he was sent on a Kindertransport to Paris.  He spent time at the Rothschild Hospital, Ecole 
Maimonide, and Œuvre de Secours aux Enfant (OSE) homes in Maubuisson, Eaubonne, and 
Montmorency.  Just before the fall of Paris in June 1940, the children fled to Montintin where Fritz 
remained in an OSE home.  In 1941 he was selected for a children’s transport to the United States 
organized by the United States Committee for the Care of European Children (USCOM) and sponsored 
by the American Friends Service Committee (AFSC).  He traveled from Marseilles to Lisbon, left aboard 
the SS Mouzinho on June 10, 1941, and arrived in New York on June 21, 1941.  He was reunited with his 
mother and stepfather, who had immigrated to the United States via the Caribbean in 1940, and lived 
with them in Easton, Pennsylvania until his mother died in early 1943.  Fritz moved to New York to live 
with his aunt, began working, and attended school at night.  In 1944, he joined the US Army and served 
in the Pacific Theater.  While in the service, he became an American citizen and changed his name to 
Fred Strauss.  Following his discharge in 1946, he attended school in New York and worked in dress 
manufacturing.  He met Sigrid Jean Ansbacher in 1947, married her in 1948, and had two children, Larry 
and Marsha. 
 
 
Scope and content of collection 
The Fred Strauss papers consist of biographical materials, correspondence, photographs, and printed 
materials documenting Fred Strauss’ attendance at the Israelitische Waisenanstalt school in Frankfurt, 
his inclusion in a Kindertransport from Frankfurt to Paris in 1939, his life as a child refugee in OSE homes 
in France, his immigration to the United States as part of an USCOM children’s transport from Lisbon in 
June 1941, his mother’s death in 1943, his move to New York, and his enlistment in the United States 
Army. 
 
Biographical materials include identification papers, travel papers, and medical certificates documenting 
Fritz’s inclusion in a Kindertransport from Frankfurt to Paris in 1939 and on the June 1941 USCOM 
children’s transport to America.  This folder also includes two lists documenting Fritz’s travels from 
Miehlen to Frankfurt, through France, and to the United States. 
 
Correspondence primarily consists of German letters to Fritz while he was a refugee in France from 
family and friends.  This folder also includes three letters from Ida Bellet, Association for Jewish Children 
of Philadelphia, about Fritz’s housing situation following his mother’s death. 
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Photographs depict Fritz and friends in Frankfurt between 1936 and 1939, with other children in the 
group that traveled on the SS Mouzinho in June 1941, with friends in Pennsylvania and New York in the 
early 1940s, and in military uniform in 1945. 
 
Printed materials include a brochure from the Israelitische Waisenanstalt in Frankfurt featuring a 
photograph with Fritz Strauss (front row, second from left), a program titled “Cirque Supermedrano, le 
plus grand du monde” from an OSE children’s home where Fritz stayed, a clipping titled “Orphans of the 
Storm” featuring a photograph of Fritz with other children aboard the SS Mouzinho bound for America, 
two Lisbon postcards, and an SS Mouzinho postcard. 
 
 
System of arrangement 
The Fred Strauss papers are arranged as a single series. 
 
 
Indexing terms 
Israelitische Waisenanstalt zu Frankfurt am Main 
Œuvre de secours aux enfants (France) 
United States Committee for the Care of European Children 
 
Jews--Germany--Frankfurt am Main. 
Jewish refugees--Pennsylvania. 
Jewish refugees--New York. 
Jewish children in the Holocaust. 
Kindertransports (Rescue operations) 
 
Frankfurt am Main (Germany) 
France. 
 
Correspondence. 
Photographs. 

 
 

CONTAINER LIST 
 
Series 1: Fred Strauss papers, approximately 1932-1947 
  

Folder Title 
1 of 4 Biographical materials, 1939-1947 
2 of 4 Correspondence, 1939-1943 
3 of 4 Photographs, approximately 1932-1945 
4 of 4 Printed materials, approximately 1936-1941 
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