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Abstract:  The Schillinger and Baumann family papers document Marie and Samuel Schillinger and their
children Jan and Jiri’s efforts to emigrate from Prague, Czechoslovakia (now Czech Republic) to the
United States after its annexation by Germany in 1938. The papers document their trip on the MS St.
Louis from Hamburg, Germany to Havana, Cuba; their relocation to the Heijplaat refugee camp in the
Netherlands; their move to Quito, Ecuador; and their immigration to the United States in 1942. The
collection consists of biographical materials of the Schillinger and Baumann families from Užhorod,
Prague, and Kosova Hora, Czechoslovakia; Samuel Schillinger’s soccer and dental careers; emigration and
immigration papers; correspondence; memoirs; restitution claims against the Czech Republic and
Germany; and photographs.
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Access:  Collection is open for use, but is stored offsite.  Please contact the Reference Desk more than
seven days prior to visit in order to request access.
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Negatives in the collection are kept in cold storage for preservation reasons and would require additional
time for acclimatization before they can be served to researchers.

Reproduction and use:  Collection is available for use.  Material may be protected by copyright.  Please
contact reference staff for further information.
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Biographical note
Samuel Schillinger (b. 1903) was born in Užhorod, Czechoslovakia (now Ukraine) to Regina (Guttman)
and Geza Schillinger. He had one brother, Hugo (1900-1970). His father Geza (1869-1907) died when
Samuel and his brother were young, and his mother, Regina (b. 1878) worked as an innkeeper and later
married Herman Weisshaut (b. 1880). Samuel studied to be a dentist, but also became a well-known
soccer player. He married Marie Baumann in 1934, and they had two children, Jan (b. 1936) and Jiri (b.
1938). After the Schillingers immigrated to the United States, they changed their last name to Shilling,
and Jan and Jiri changed their names to John and George.

Marie (Manya) Baumann (b. 1906) was born in Prague, Czechoslovakia to Berta (d. 1968) and
factory-owner Otakar Baumann (d. 1951). She had one brother, Karel (b. 1905), and one sister, Anna (b.
1910). Her parents left Prague in 1939 for Zurich, Switzerland, and from there were able to immigrate to
the United States by early 1941.

The Schillingers made plans to emigrate from Prague shortly after the German annexation of
Czechoslovakia in 1938. They planned to go to Quito, Ecuador to stay with Samuel’s brother Hugo and his
wife Rosl. They were able to book passage on the MS St. Louis which left Europe for Havana, Cuba on
May 13, 1939. After the ship was turned around, they were sent to the Heijplaat refugee camp near
Rotterdam, The Netherlands in June 1939. With the help of Samuel’s brother Hugo, they were able to
obtain permits to go to Ecuador. They left The Netherlands on January 10, 1940 on the MS Costa Rica.
They lived in Quito, where Samuel played on a successful soccer team. With help from Marie’s uncle, Carl
Baumann, they were able to secure visas to the United States, and immigrated there in January 1942.
After obtaining his DDS degree from St. Louis University, Samuel and his family settled in New York.

It is likely that Samuel’s mother Regina, her husband Herman, and Marie’s brother Karel all perished in
the Holocaust.
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Scope and content of collection
The Schillinger and Baumann family papers document Marie and Samuel Schillinger and their children
Jan and Jiri’s efforts to emigrate from Prague, Czechoslovakia (now Czech Republic) to the United States
after its annexation by Germany in 1938. The papers document their trip on the MS St. Louis from
Hamburg, Germany to Havana, Cuba; their relocation to the Heijplaat refugee camp in the Netherlands;
their move to Quito, Ecuador; and their immigration to the United States in 1942. The collection consists
of biographical materials of the Schillinger and Baumann families from Užhorod, Prague, and Kosova
Hora, Czechoslovakia; Samuel Schillinger’s soccer and dental careers; emigration and immigration
papers; correspondence; memoirs; restitution claims against the Czech Republic and Germany; and
photographs.

The correspondence primarily consists of letters written to Samuel and Marie after they left Prague and
were trying to get to Quito. Included are letters from Hugo and Rosl Schillinger discussing their farm and
life in Quito, and their efforts to assist the Schillingers in moving there. There is also a letter from Marie
Schillinger’s sister Anne discussing the news of friends and family in 1940. Other correspondence
includes post-war letters written to Samuel and Marie from friends and family in Prague as well as
employment correspondence of Samuel regarding attempts to find a dental position in the United
States.

The memoirs consist of handwritten and typed manuscripts by Marie Schillinger and a notebook of
Samuel Schillinger detailing their wartime experiences. Included are descriptions of their trip on the MS
St. Louis, the Heijplaat refugee camp in the Netherlands, and the difficulties in getting to Quito.

The restitution claims include correspondence, claim forms and banking and financial documents related
to claims against the Czech Republic and Germany.

The photographs primarily consist of pre-war photographs of the Schillinger family, relatives, and friends.
Included are photographs of a trip to Italy, which may have been part of Marie and Samuel Schillinger’s
honeymoon; a ski trip and other travel; photographs from the MS St. Louis; Heijplaat refugee camp;
Quito; and the United States. There are related photographs of these events in the loose photograph
album pages, some of which are annotated. There are also 76 negatives of related photographs of the
Schillinger family and some of their travels.

System of arrangement
The Schillinger and Baumann family papers are arranged as six series:

Series 1: Biographical materials, 1845-circa 1990s (bulk 1913-1946)
Series 2: Emigration and Immigration, 1939-1948
Series 3: Correspondence, 1927-1995 (bulk 1939-1954)
Series 4: Memoirs, circa 1948-1997
Series 5: Restitution claims, 1939-1995
Series 6: Photographs, 1881-1979

Indexing terms
St. Louis (Ship)
Heijplaat (Refugee camp)
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Dentists.
Emigration and immigration--United States.
Soccer--Czech Republic--Terezín (Severočeský kraj)
Jewish athletes.
Restitution and imdemnification claims (1933-)

Prague (Czech Republic)
Quito (Ecuador)

Photographs.
Memoirs.

CONTAINER LIST

Series 1: Biographical materials, 1845-circa 1990s (bulk 1913-1946)
Box Folder Title

1 1 Family genealogy notes, circa 1980s-circa 1990s
1 2 Baumann, Berta: Identification papers, 1940
1 3 Baumann, Otakar: Identification papers, 1940-1950
1 4 Baumann family: Birth and death certificates, 1845-1885; 1951
1 5 Schillinger, Jan: Vaccination papers and business card, 1937-1939; circa 1970s
1 6 Schillinger, Marie: Birth certificate, circa 1940
1 7 Schillinger, Marie: Government registration documents, 1934-1946
1 8 Schillinger, Marie: Identification papers, 1929-1941
1 9 Schillinger, Marie: School report card, 1917
1 10 Schillinger, Samuel: Birth and marriage certificates, 1913-1934
1

OS 1
11 Schillinger, Samuel: Clippings, 1927-1991

1 12 Schillinger, Samuel: Czechoslovakia Football Association, 1929
1 13 Schillinger, Samuel: Diplomas and professional certificates, 1919-circa 1950s
1 14 Schillinger, Samuel: Government registration documents, 1928-1959

OS 2 Schillinger, Samuel: Graduation certificate, 1918; St. Louis University School of
Dentistry class photograph, 1943; photocopy of photograph album page, circa 2015

1 15 Schillinger, Samuel: Identification papers, 1933-1946
1 16 Schillinger family: Birth and death certificates, 1896-1929
1 17 Weisshaut family papers, 1928-1964

4



Series 2: Emigration and Immigration, 1939-1948
Box Folder Title

1 18 Emigration documents, 1939-1940
1 19 Emigration documents, 1941-1943
1 20 Immigrant identification cards, 1939-1942
1 21 MS Costa Rica papers, 1940
1 22 MS St. Louis papers, 1939
1 23 Schillinger, Jiri: Naturalization documents, 1948
1 24 Schillinger, Marie: Naturalization documents, 1944
1 25 Schillinger, Samuel: Naturalization documents, 1942-1948

Series 3: Correspondence, 1927-1995 (bulk 1939-1954)
Box Folder Title

1 26 Adler, Walter, 1947-1948
1 27 Baumann, Otakar, 1943-1945
1 28 Schillinger, Marie, 1940-1954
2 1 Schillinger, Samuel: 1939-1995
2 2 Schillinger, Samuel: Employment correspondence, 1942-1943
2 3 Shilling, John and Wynne, 1992
2 4 Weisshaut, Regina, 1927

Series 4: Memoirs, circa 1948-1997
Box Folder Title

2 5 Schillinger, Marie: Manuscript and loose notes, 1972-1997
2 6 Schillinger, Samuel: Autobiographical statement, circa 1948
2 7 Schillinger, Samuel: Notebook, 1982

Series 5: Restitution claims, 1939-1995
Box Folder Title

Czech Republic claims:
2 8 Czech Republic claims: Banking and financial documents, 1939-1995
2 9 Czech Republic claims: Claim forms and paperwork, 1946-1994
2 10 Czech Republic claims: Correspondence, 1945-1991
2 11 Germany claims: Correspondence, Hess-Niedermöller, Ursula, 1960-1967
2 12 Germany claims: Correspondence, Hess-Niedermöller, Ursula, 1968-1986
2 13 Germany claims: Correspondence, Levy, Emil, 1956-1960
2 14 Germany claims: Claim forms, 1949-1985
2 15 Germany claims: Claim forms, blank, circa 1949-circa 1960s
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Series 6: Photographs, 1881-1979; circa 2015
Box Folder Title

2 16 Adler, Joachim, 1881
2 17 Baumann, Berta and Otakar, Orlando, Florida and New York City,

1941-circa 1949
3 1 Kohn, Otto, Walter, and Miriam, 1957-1979
3 2 Miller, Anne, Paul, and Maria, 1933; 1936
3 3 Schillinger family: Aboard the MS St. Louis, 1939
3 4 Schillinger family: Europe and the United States, 1938-1978
3 5 Schillinger family: Heijplaat refugee camp, The Netherlands, 1939

Negatives stored
separately

Schillinger family: Negatives of Schillinger family photographs, circa
1930s

3 6 Schillinger family: Orlando, Florida, 1943-1944
OS 3 Schillinger family: Photograph album pages, 1934-1941

3 7 Schillinger family: Quito, Ecuador, 1940-1941
3 8 Schillinger, Marie and Samuel: Italy, 1934
3 9 Schillinger, Marie and Samuel: Probably Czech Republic, 1938
3 10 Schillinger, Marie and Samuel: Skiing, 1933
3 11 Schillinger, Marie and Samuel: Travel, circa 1930s-circa 1950s
3 12 Schillinger, Marie and Samuel: Wedding, 1934
3 13 Schillinger, Samuel, circa 1920s-circa 1950s
3 14 Weisshaut, Regina, 1926
3 15 Weisshaut, Regina and Herman, circa 1930s
3 16 Unidentified individuals, circa 1930s
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