https://collections.ushmm.org
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

NEUMANN FAMILY PAPERS, approximately 1890-2015
2015.576.1

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives
100 Raoul Wallenberg Place SW
Washington, DC 20024-2126
Tel. (202) 479-9717
e-mail: reference@ushmm.org

Descriptive summary

Title: Neumann family papers

Dates: approximately 1890-2015

Accession number: 2015.576.1

Creator: Neumann (Family : Vienna, Austria)
Extent: 0.5 linear foot (1 box)

Repository: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place SW,
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Abstract: The Neumann family papers consist of biographical materials, photographs, and restitution
files documenting the Neumann family from Vienna, Gertrud and Ernst Neumann’s immigration
from Vienna to the United States in 1940, and their children Karl and Greta’s immigration from
Sweden via Riga, Vladivostok, Tokyo, Vancouver, and Seattle in 1941. Biographical materials
include birth, marriage, registration, immigration, medical, military, and student records.
Photographs primarily date from before World War Il and depict the Neumann family and their
relatives including, among others, Ernst’s brother Paul and their brother Leo’s wife Elsa and
daughters Eva, and Lisl. Photocopies of a January 1941 newspaper article document Karl’s and
Greta’s arrival in the United States. Restitution files document the family’s pre-war assets and
Ernst and Karl’s efforts to receive restitution including health insurance and pension payments.

Languages: German, English, Hungarian

Administrative Information

Access: Collection is open for use, but is stored offsite. Please contact the Reference Desk more than
seven days prior to visit in order to request access.

Reproduction and use: Collection is available for use. Material may be protected by copyright. Please
contact reference staff for further information.
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Preferred citation: (ldentification of item), Neumann family papers, 2015.576.1, United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum, Washington, DC

Acquisition information: Greta Neumann Flaum and Karl Neumann donated the Neumann family papers
to the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in 2015.

Accruals: Accruals may have been received since this collection was first processed, see archives catalog
at collections.ushmm.org for further information.

Processing history: Processed by Julie Schweitzer, July 2018.

Biographical note

Karl Neumann (b. 1931) and Greta Neumann Flaum (b. 1933) were born in Vienna to physician and
World War | veteran Ernst Neumann (later Ernest, b. 1897, Vienna) and Gertrud Bernblum Neumann (b.
1898, Vienna). The family celebrated Jewish holidays and also had a Christmas tree in the house every
December. Gertrud was a socialist, and the family was friendly with Karl Kautsky, Jr., an obstetrician and
socialist and son of Karl Kautsky, a prominent communist leader in Germany. Karl Kautsky, Jr. and his
wife Lotte helped connect Ernst and Gertrude with Swedish Quakers, who organized a Swedish foster
family for Karl and Greta. The children traveled via Berlin to Motala, Sweden, where for nearly two
years they stayed with physician Karl Ekman and his wife Margit, an older couple who had grandchildren
the same age as Karl and Greta. Meanwhile, Ernst and Gertrud Neumann sailed from Genoa to New
York, arriving in March 1940 and staying with Lotte and Karl Kautsky, Jr. on the Upper West Side. Ernst
worked at Israel Zion Hospital (now Maimonides), and the couple moved to the Borough Park
neighborhood of Brooklyn. In late 1940, they organized for Karl and Greta to join them in New York via
a two month eastward journey from Sweden via Riga, Moscow, Vladivostok, Tokyo, Vancouver, Seattle,
and Chicago. The children were accompanied by Edith Stern, a 17-year old German Jewish girl who had
also spent time in Sweden and was joining her parents in Buffalo. In 1944, Ernst opened a medical office
in Sunset Park in Brooklyn. Throughout the war, Ernst and Gertrud sent money to help the children’s
Swedish foster parents, and the children stayed in touch with the Ekmans. Gertrud’s mother and Ernst’s
father both perished at Theresienstadt. Ernst’s brothers Gustav and Paul perished at other camps, and
his brother Leo’s family was shot in Prague. Karl Neumann studied medicine and became a pediatrician.

Scope and content of collection

The Neumann family papers consist of biographical materials, photographs, and restitution files
documenting the Neumann family from Vienna, Gertrud and Ernst Neumann’s immigration from Vienna
to the United States in 1940, and their children Karl and Greta’s immigration from Sweden via Riga,
Vladivostok, Tokyo, Vancouver, and Seattle in 1941. Biographical materials include birth, marriage,
registration, immigration, medical, military, and student records. Photographs primarily date from
before World War Il and depict the Neumann family and their relatives including, among others, Ernst’s
brother Paul and their brother Leo’s wife Elsa and daughters Eva, and Lisl. Photocopies of a January
1941 newspaper article document Karl’s and Greta’s arrival in the United States. Restitution files
document the family’s pre-war assets and Ernst and Karl’s efforts to receive restitution including health
insurance and pension payments.
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System of arrangement

The Neumann family papers are arranged as four series:
e Series 1: Biographical materials, 1897-1996
e Series 2: Photographs, approximately 1890-1959
e Series 3: Printed materials, 1941
e Series 4: Restitution files, 1954-2015

Indexing terms
Jews--Austria--Vienna.

Jewish physicians--Austria.

Jewish refugees--Sweden--Motala.

Jewish children in the Holocaust.

Holocaust, Jewish (1939-1945)--Reparations.

Vienna (Austria)

Motala (Sweden)

United States--Emigration and immigration.
Photographs.

Certificates.

CONTAINER LIST

Series 1: Biographical materials, 1897-1996

Box/Folder | Title
1.1 Neumann, Ernst, birth, marriage, and registration, 1897-1939
1.2 Neumann, Ernst, immigration, 1938-1948
1.3 Neumann, Ernst, medical practice, 1924-1950
1.4 Neumann, Ernst, military service, approximately 1918-1939
1.5 Neumann, Ernst, student records, 1904-1923, 1939-1940
1.6 Neumann, Gertrud, 1937-1945
1.7 Neumann, Karl, identification and registration, 1933-1939
1.8 Neumann, Karl, medical records, 1934-1938
1.9 Neumann, Karl, participation in Egon Humer’s film Emigration NY, approximately 1993-1996
1.10 Neumann, Karl, student records, 1937-1938

Series 2: Photographs, approximately 1890-1959

Box/Folder | Title

1.11 Photographs, approximately 1890-1959
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Series 3: Printed materials, 1941

Box/Folder | Title

1.12 “German Refugees Arrive in City,” Seattle Post-Intelligencer, January 7, 1941

Series 4: Restitution files, 1954-2015

Box/Folder | Title

1.13 Restitution files, 1954-2015
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