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Descriptive summary

Title: Loewy family papers

Dates: 1836-2014 [bulk 1904-1948]

Accession number: 2016.167.1

Creator: Loewy family (Berlin :Germany)
Extent: .5 linear feet (1 box; 2 oversize folders)

Repository: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place SW,
Washington, DC 20024-2126

Abstract: The collection primarily documents the wartime experiences of the Paul and Margarete
Loewy, their children Hans and Vera, and their extended family in Berlin, Germany. Includes biographical
material such as identification papers and Jidische Kultusvereinigung documents; wartime
correspondence, including postcards sent from Theresienstadt; and photographs that depict pre-war
and wartime family lives in Berlin. There are also papers documenting Max and Hedwig Lasker’s failed
attempt to emigrate from Berlin to Uruguay.

Languages: German, Bulgarian, Hungarian, Polish, English

Administrative Information

Access: Collection is open for use, but is stored offsite. Please contact the Reference Desk more than
seven days prior to visit in order to request access.

Reproduction and use: Collection is available for use. Material may be protected by copyright. Please
contact reference staff for further information.

Preferred citation: (ldentification of item), Loewy family papers, United States Holocaust Memorial
Museum Archives, Washington, DC
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Acquisition information: The Loewy family papers were donated to the United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum by Vera Loewy in 2016.

Accruals: Accruals may have been received since this collection was first processed, see archives catalog
at collections.ushmm.org for further information.

Processing history: Adam Fielding, September 2016

Biographical note

Paul Loewy (born Alfred Paul Loewy, 1905-1946) was born in Berlin, Germany to Hermann and Else
(born Sara, née Lasker) Loewy. He had three siblings: Walter, Betty, and James. Hermann owned a
factory in Berlin. In 1931, Paul married Margarete Gabriel in Berlin. They had two children, Vera (1931-)
and Hans (1934-). During the war, Paul avoided deportation to a concentration camp with help from his
wife, but was forced to do slave labor for a chemical factory and the Deutsche Reichsbahn. Paul died in
Berlin in 1946. Vera immigrated to the United States in 1953, and Hans and Margarete immigrated in
1954. They all settled in the Washington, D.C. area.

Paul’s brother James immigrated to Palestine in the 1930s. Walter fled Germany for Shanghai, China. His
sister Betty married Alfred Kohn, and they had one daughter, Eva. They all perished at the Auschwitz
concentration camp. Paul’s maternal aunt and uncle, Max (1881-) and Hedwig (née Griinewald, 1877-)
Lasker tried to immigrate to Uruguay but were unsuccessful and were deported to Auschwitz in 1942.
The Lasker’s daughter-in-law Alice (1908-) and her husband Friedrich Abt (known as Fritz, 1899-), a
World War | veteran, along with Alice’s former husband Alfred Marcus (1895-) and her son Ralph
Marcus (1928-) were also all deported to Auschwitz where they perished.

Margarete (born Anna Margarete Gabriel, 1903-1996), who was not Jewish, was the daughter of Helene
(1879-1961) and Adolf Gabriel. She had one sister, Johanna (1907-1941) who was sent to the state
mental hospital center in Bernberg, Germany during the war. She perished in the hospital and was likely
killed in the euthanasia center for having epilepsy.

Scope and content of collection

The collection primarily documents the wartime experiences of the Paul and Margarete Loewy, their
children Hans and Vera, and their extended family in Berlin, Germany. The biographical material
includes birth and marriage certificates; World War | veteran documents of Friedrich Abt; passports and
other identification documents; Paul Loewy’s wartime workbook (Arbeitbuch); and Jiidische
Kultusvereinigung documents. There are also papers documenting Max and Hedwig Lasker’s attempt to
emigrate from Berlin to Uruguay. The correspondence includes postcards written from family and
friends imprisoned at the Theresienstadt concentration camp, and a copy of a letter informing Helene
Gabriel that her daughter Johanna died at the state mental hospital and euthanasia center in Bernburg,
Germany. The photographs primarily depict pre-war and wartime family lives in Berlin. Also included are
several post-war photographs as well as depictions of Hermann Loewy’s factory in Berlin.

System of arrangement
The collection has been arranged as three series:
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Series 1: Biographical materials, 1836-2014
Series 2: Correspondence, 1935-circa 2014
Series 3: Photographs, circa 1890-1954

Each series is arranged alphabetically by folder title. Documents are arranged chronologically.

Indexing terms
Person:

Loewy, Paul, 1905-1946.
Loewy, Margarete, 1903-1996.
Loewy, Vera, 1931-

Loewy, Hans, 1934-

Gabriel, Johanna, 1907-1941.
Abt, Friedrich, 1899-

Lasker, Max, 1881-

Lasker, Hedwig, 1877-

Kohn, Eva.

Kohn, Betty.

Kohn, Alfred.

Corporate:
Theresienstadt (Concentration camp)

Topical Subject:

Jewish families--Germany--Berlin.

Forced labor--Germany--Berlin.
Euthanasia--Germany.

Jewish businesspeople--Germany--Berlin.
Deportations--Berlin.

Geography:
Berlin (Germany)

Genre/Form:
Photographs.

CONTAINER LIST

Series 1: Biographical materials, 1836-2014

Box | Folder | Title

1 1 Abt family, 1899-1940 (2 folders)
0S 1

1 2 Abt, Friedrich, 1919-1942 (2 folders)
0S 1

1 3 Clippings, 2014 (2 folders)

0S 2
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Kohn, Alfred, 1913-1924

Kohn, Friederike, 1924

Lasker, Hedwig, 1938-1939

Lasker, Hermann, 1852; 1857

4
5
6 Lasker family, 1836; 1920
7
8
9

Lasker, Max, 1909-1942

10 Lasker, Max and Hedwig: Uruguay immigration, 1938-1942

Loewy, Berta, 1911

12 Lowey family, 1940

13 Loewy, Margarete, 1951

14 Loewy, Paul, 1938-1946

15 Marcus, Alfred, 1926-1939

16 Marcus, Ralph, 1928-1942
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17 “Werbung fiir eine socialistische Regierungstruppe” handbill, circa 1919

Series 2: Correspondence, 1935-circa 2014

Box | Folder | Title

1 18 Gabriel, Helene, 1941; 1943
1 19 Kohn, Alfred, 1943-1944
1 20 Kohn, Eve: Kohn, Betty, 1935
1 21 Lasker, Max, 1942
1 22 Loewy family: Kohn, Eve, 1943
Loewy, Paul:
1 23 Kohn, Berta, 1943-1944
1 24 Lasker, Julius and Trude, 1941
1 25 Lewin, Erna and Julius, 1943-1944
1 26 Loewy, Vera: Eddy, Melissa, circa 2014

Series 3: Photographs, circa 1890-1954

Box | Folder | Title

1 27 Abt, Friedrich: Freikorps, 1919
1 28 Factory of Hermann Loewy, Berlin, Germany, circa 1939
1 29 Gabriel, Helene, circa 1916-1953
1 30 Gabriel, Johanna, circa 1917-1931
1 31 Kohn, Betty, Alfred, and Eva, circa 1915-1936
1 32 Kohn, Eve, circa 1930s-1940
1 33 Lasker, Hermann storefront, Lessen, Prussia, circa 1900
1 34 Loewy, Berta, circa 1900
1 35 Loewy, Edith, circa 1910
1 36 Loewy, Else, circa 1912
Loewy family:
1 37 Circa 1900-1954
1 38 Prerow, Germany, 1935-1937
1 39 SpindlerGv Mlyn (Spindlermiihle), Czechoslovakia, 1931; 1936
1 40 Loewy, Hans, 1935-1937
1 41 Loewy, Hermann, circa 1890-circa 1900
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1 42 Loewy, James, circa 1939-1948

1 43 Loewy, Margarete, 1904-1973

1 44 Loewy, Paul, circa 1920-1946

1 45 Loewy, Trude, circa 1910

1 46 Loewy, Vera, 1932-1942

1 47 Photograph envelopes, circa 1920s-circa 1930s






