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Descriptive summary

Title: Philippi family papers
Dates: 1847-1971 (bulk 1938-1950)
Accession number: 2016.305.1

Creator: Philippi family (K6In :Germany)
Griinewald family (Offenbach :Germany)

Extent: .5 linear feet (1 box, 1 oversize folder)

Repository: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place SW,
Washington, DC 20024-2126

Abstract: The collection documents the experiences of Julius and Hedwig Philippi and their daughter
Gretel and their immigration to Great Britain shortly after Kristallnacht in 1938. The papers also
document the wartime experiences of their extended families in Offenbach, Kéln, and Diisseldorf,
Germany. Included are identification documents; naturalization certificates; birth, marriage, and death
certificates; and family genealogy documents. Wartime correspondence includes letters to Julius from
his siblings Klara and Enrico, and correspondence between Caroline Philippi’s husband Karl Ganz and
Lord Melchett. Photographs include depictions of Julius Philippi and Gretel Philippi’s handball team.
There is also a family album documenting the Hertz family, including Henrietta Hertz, who were relatives
of the Philippi family.

Languages: German, English

Administrative Information

Access: Collection is open for use, but is stored offsite. Please contact the Reference Desk more than
seven days prior to visit in order to request access.

Reproduction and use: Collection is available for use. Material may be protected by copyright. Please
contact reference staff for further information.
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Preferred citation: (Identification of item), Philippi family papers (2016.305.1), United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum Archives, Washington, DC

Acquisition information: The Philippi family papers were donated to the United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum by Barbara Heller in 2016. Barbara is the granddaughter of Julius and Hedwig
Philippi.

Accruals: Accruals may have been received since this collection was first processed, see archives catalog
at collections.ushmm.org for further information.

Processing history: Adam Fielding, October 2016

Biographical note

Julius Philippi (1884-1955) was born on 29 October 1884 in K6ln, Germany to Emil (Elige Emil Philippi,
1850-1940) and Juliana (née May, 1851-). He had at least five siblings, Martha (later Martha
Rosenzweig), Enrico, Hedwig (later Hedwig Blankenstein, 1887-19417?), Caroline (later Caroline Ganz,
1888-1943), and Klara (later Klara Anschel, 1887-19427?). Julius was a veteran of World War I, and
worked in the leather goods business. He married Hedwig Griinewald in 1919 and they settled in
Offenbach, Germany. Julius and Hedwig had two children, Hans (1922-) and Gretel (1920-2015). Julius
owned his own leather goods business, but it went bankrupt in the early 1930s. He obtained a work
permit for Great Britain in 1938, and shortly after Kristallnacht, Hedwig, Hans, and Gretel obtained visas
and left Germany for London on 15 November 1938. The family became British citizens in 1948 and then
immigrated to the United States in 1949-1950. Enrico and Martha survived the war. Caroline committed
suicide in 1943 when she learned she was to be deported. Julius’s sisters Hedwig Blankenstein and Klara
Anschel both perished during the war.

Hedwig (1888-1978) was born in Offenbach, Germany to Gerson (d. 1915 and Sophie (née Griinebaum,
d. 1935?) Grinewald. She had four siblings, Rosette (1883-1938), Mathilde (later Mathilde Pinto, 1890-
1942), Friedl (1897-1935), and Henry (1880-1945). Rosette committed suicide in 1938. Mathilde
perished in the Sobibor concentration camp.

Scope and content of collection

The collection documents the experiences of Julius and Hedwig Philippi and their daughter Gretel and
their immigration to Great Britain shortly after Kristallnacht in 1938. The papers also document the
wartime experiences of their extended families in Offenbach, Kéln, and Disseldorf, Germany. Included
are identification documents; naturalization certificates; birth, marriage, and death certificates; and
family genealogy documents. Wartime correspondence includes letters to Julius from his siblings Klara
and Enrico, and correspondence between Caroline Philippi’s husband Karl Ganz and Lord Melchett.
Photographs include depictions of Julius Philippi and Gretel Philippi’s handball team. There is also a
family album documenting the Hertz family, including Henrietta Hertz, who were relatives of the Philippi
family.

System of arrangement
The collection has been arranged as three series:

Biographical, 1847-1971
Correspondence, 1938-1951
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Photographs, 1930-circa 1946

Documents are arranged chronologically. Series are arranged alphabetically.

Indexing terms
Person:

Philippi, Julius, 1884-
Philippi, Hedwig, 1888-1978.
Philippi, Gretel, 1920-2015.
Philippi, Enrico.

Philippi, Klara, 1880-19427
Philippi, Caroline, 1888-1943.

Topical Subject:

Emigration & immigration--Great Britain--1930-1940.
Suicide victims--Germany.
Jews--Germany--Offenbach am Main.
Jews--Germany--Cologne.

Geography:

Cologne (Germany)

Offenbach am Main (Germany)
Genre/Form:

Correspondence.
Photographs.

CONTAINER LIST

Series 1: Biographical, 1847-1971

Box | Folder | Title
1 1 Hertz family, undated
1 2 Philippi, Caroline, 1950
1 3 Philippi, Emil, 1950
1 4 Philippi, Enrico, 1949-1950
1 5 Philippi family, circa 1913-1951 and undated
1 6 Philippi, Gretel, 1921-1942
1 7 Philippi, Hedwig, 1889-1971
1 8 Philippi, Hedwig and Otto Blankenstein, 1950-1954
1 9 Philippi, Hirsch, 1947 [Photostat]
1 10 Philippi, Julius, 1885-1950
0os 1 Philippi, Julius and Hedwig: Ketubah, 1919
1 11 Philippi, Klara, 1948
1 12 Salomon, Carl, 1950
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Series 2: Correspondence, 1938-1951

Box | Folder | Title
1 13 Ganz, Karl: Lord Melchett, 1938
1 14 Philippi, Gretel: 1945 and undated
Philippi, Julius:
1 15 1941-1951 and undated
1 16 Philippi, Enrico, 1940
1 17 Philippi, Klara, 1938
1 18 Salomon, Jenni?: Schénenberg, Max, 1940
Series 3: Photographs, 1930-circa 1946
Box | Folder | Title
1 19 1930-circa 1946
1 20 Hertz family album, circa 1970s
4

http://collections.ushmm.org






