
1 
 

MOSES AND DEGROOT FAMILIES PHOTOGRAPHS, CIRCA 1910-CIRCA 1950S 
 2016.405.1 

 
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives 

100 Raoul Wallenberg Place SW 
Washington, DC  20024-2126 

Tel. (202) 479-9717 
e-mail:  reference@ushmm.org 

 
 
Descriptive summary 
 
 
Title:  Moses and DeGroot families photographs 
 
Dates:  circa 1910-circa 1950s 
 
Accession number:  2016.405.1 
 
Creator:  Moses family (Rijswijk :The Netherlands) 
                 DeGroot family (The Hague :The Netherlands 
 
Extent:  7 folders 
 
Repository:  United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place SW, 

Washington, DC 20024-2126 
 
Abstract:  The collection contains pre-war, wartime, and post-war photographs of the Moses and 

DeGroot families in the Netherlands. 
 
Languages:  Dutch 
 
 
Administrative Information  
 
Access:  Collection is open for use, but is stored offsite.  Please contact the Reference Desk more than 
seven days prior to visit in order to request access. 
 
Reproduction and use:  Collection is available for use.  Material may be protected by copyright.  Please 
contact reference staff for further information.   
 
Preferred citation:  (Identification of item), Moses and DeGroot families photographs (2016.405.1), 
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, Washington, DC 
 
Acquisition information:  The collection was donated to the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum 
by Judith Carrig in 2016. Judith is the daughter of Elly van Leeuwen. 
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Related archival materials:  Elly Moses van Leeuwen photographs (2004.309), United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum. 
 
Accruals:  Accruals may have been received since this collection was first processed, see archives catalog 
at collections.ushmm.org for further information. 
 
Processing history:  Adam Fielding, October 2016 
 
Biographical note  
 
Louis Moses (1930-) was born on 9 February 1930 in Rikswijk, the Netherlands to Froukje (née 
Hoogstraal, later Vos) and Siemon Moses. Louis had one sister, Engeline. After the Germans invaded the 
Netherlands in 1940, Louis’s parents sent him into hiding with a Christian family in The Hague. After the 
neighborhood was deemed unsafe, he was moved to a new family where he was reunited with his 
mother. They remained there for around a year, and then were moved to a new house in Rijswijk with a 
family who had built an underground shelter. Louis’s father was also able to join them. In October 1943, 
Siemon was beaten and arrested by the police, and then turned over to the Germans. He was sent to a 
Dutch concentration camp where he perished. Louis and his mother moved from this location, and 
continued to hide in several more houses. Their last hiding place was with a Dutch painter. After 
liberation, Louis and his mother moved back to Rijswijk where they were reunited with his sister. He 
married Elly van Leeuwen in 1949, and they moved to Israel. They had two children there, Judith and 
Jim. The family immigrated to the United States in 1957, where Louis worked in the hospitality industry. 
 
Elly Rachel van Leeuwen (later Elly Moses, 1931-) was born on 7 August 1931 in The Hague to Judith 
DeGroot and Isaac van Leeuwen. Her father owned a bicycle and small appliance shop. Her younger 
sister Rachel (Chellie) was born in 1936. In 1941, Isaac volunteered to go to the Westerbork transit 
camp, believing that if he went his family would not be harmed. He was later deported and perished in 
the Monowitz concentration camp (Auschwitz III).  In 1942 Judith placed her two daughters in hiding and 
spent the rest of the war working as a weapons courier for the Dutch resistance using false papers. 
Chellie, using the false name Loesje Frederiks, was placed with a Catholic family in Limburg. Elly was 
hidden first with a lawyer and then on a farm. She was then moved to the home of a family in 
Middleburg, whom also shared the last name of van Leeuwen. Another Jewish girl was also hiding there. 
One day the home was raided and the second older girl was rounded up. Elly was then moved to the 
home of Johannes and Katarina Maria den Hollander in Middleburg on Walcheren Island. She lived with 
them and their two sons Cornelias Johannes (Cees) and Jan Jacob for a year and a half. After some 
neighbors suspected that the den Hollanders were sheltering a Jewish child, they sent her to the home 
of a female children’s books author in Utrecht. Elly lived with her for three weeks until it was safe to 
return to the den Hollanders. The den Hollanders home was liberated in 1944, but Elly remained with 
them until all of Holland was free in May 1945. After the war, Judith worked as a prison warden for 
female collaborators. 
 
 
Scope and content of collection 
The collection contains pre-war, wartime, and post-war photographs of the Moses and DeGroot families 
in the Netherlands. Some photographs are copyprints. 
 

http://collections.ushmm.org  
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System of arrangement 
The collection is arranged as one series. 
 
Indexing terms 
Person: 
van Leeuwen, Elly, 1931- 
DeGroot, Judith. 
Moses, Louis, 1930- 
Moses, Siemon. 
Hoogstraal, Froukje. 
 
Topical Subject: 
Jewish families--Netherlands. 
Holocaust survivors--Netherlands. 
 
Geography: 
Rijswijk (Netherlands) 
Hague (Netherlands) 
 
Genre/Form: 
Photographs. 
 

CONTAINER LIST 
 

Folder Title 
1 DeGroot, Judith and Elly van Leeuwen, 1930-circa 1945 
2 Hoogstraal family, circa 1910s 
3 Hoogstraal, Froukje, circa 1910-circa 1950s 
4 Kiel, Martin, 1941 
5 Moses family, 1939-circa 1947 
6 Moses, Louis, circa 1945-1947 
7 Moses, Siemon, circa 1930-circa 1939 

 

http://collections.ushmm.org  
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection 




