http://collections.ushmm.org
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

CHAJA AND TEIFELD FAMILIES PHOTOGRAPHS, 1918-1953
2016.410.1

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives
100 Raoul Wallenberg Place SW
Washington, DC 20024-2126
Tel. (202) 479-9717
e-mail: reference@ushmm.org

Descriptive summary

Title: Chaja and Teifeld familes photographs
Dates: 1918-1953
Accession number: 2016.410.1

Creator: Chaja family (Gabin :Poland)
Teifeld family (Gabin :Poland)

Extent: 9 folders

Repository: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place SW,
Washington, DC 20024-2126

Abstract: The collection primarily contains pre-war photographs of the Chaja (Guyer) and Teifeld
families of Gabin, Poland. Subjects include depictions of family life, sports teams, drama clubs and the
theatre, and post-war life in Poland, Israel, and Detroit, Michigan. Also include are theatre playbills in

Yiddish of plays that Max Chaja and Zelda Teifeld performed in.

Languages: Polish, English, German, Yiddish

Administrative Information

Access: Collection is open for use, but is stored offsite. Please contact the Reference Desk more than
seven days prior to visit in order to request access.

Reproduction and use: Collection is available for use. Material may be protected by copyright. Please
contact reference staff for further information.

Preferred citation: (ldentification of item), Chaja and Teifeld familes photographs (2016.410.1), United
States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, Washington, DC
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Acquisition information: The collection was donated to the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
by Aida Cutler in 2016. Aida is the daughter of Zelda and Max Guyer.

Accruals: Accruals may have been received since this collection was first processed, see archives catalog
at collections.ushmm.org for further information.

Processing history: Adam Fielding, October 2016

Biographical note

Max Chaja (later Max Guyer) was born in Gabin, Poland. Max was active in the theatre in Poland. He
married Zelda Teifeld in the late 1920s, and moved to Buenos Aires, Argentina around 1930. She joined
him in there in 1934. They remained there for the duration of World War Il, and immigrated to the
United States by 1950. They settled in Detroit, Michigan. Max and Zelda had two daughters, Aida and
Norma. Zelda died in 1952, and Max later married Zelda's sister Genia. Max’s relatives, Chana (née
Ryzman) and Simcha Chaja, and their daughter Chava (later Evelyn) emigrated from Poland by to
Montevideo, Uruguay by 1939. Their son Benjamin was born in 1942, and in 1948 they immigrated to
the United States and settled in Detroit.

Zelda Teifeld (later Zelda Guyer, 1906-1952) was born in Ggbin, Poland to Noah and Yutta Teilfeld. She
had one brother, Abraham, and four sisters: Hania (later Hania Shane-Teifeld), Genia (later Genia
Guyer), Esther, and Sara. The family owned a jewelry and electronics store. Both parents had passed
away prior to World War Il, and Zelda moved to Buenos Aires in 1934. After the German invasion of
Poland in September, the siblings moved from Gabin to Warsaw. Hania and Genia later escaped the
Warsaw ghetto and made it to Kiev, Ukraine. Genia remained in Ukraine for the duration of the war.
Hania hid her Jewish identity, and was later taken to Saxony, Germany as a Polish forced-laborer. She
and Genia reunited in Gabin after the war. The emigrated from Poland to Israel in 1950, and then
Detroit shortly after that. Abraham, Esther, and Sara all perished during the Holocaust.

Scope and content of collection

The collection primarily contains pre-war photographs of the Chaja (Guyer) and Teifeld families of Gabin,
Poland. Subjects include depictions of family life, sports teams, drama clubs and the theatre, and post-
war life in Poland, Israel, and Detroit, Michigan. Also include are theatre playbills in Yiddish of plays that
Max Chaja and Zelda Teifeld performed in.

System of arrangement
The collection is arranged as one series.

Indexing terms
Person:

Chaja, Max.
Teifeld, Zelda.
Teifeld, Hania.
Teifeld, Genia.
Teifeld, Esther.
Teifeld, Sara.
Teifeld, Abraham.
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Topical Subject:

Jewish families--Poland.

Emigration & immigration--United States--1940-1950.
Emigration and immigration--Argentina.

Holocaust Jewish (1939-1945)--Poland.

Theatre, Yiddish.

Geography:

Gabin (Poland)

Buenos Aires (Argentina)
Israel.

Genre/Form:
Photographs.

CONTAINER LIST

Folder | Title

1 Chaja, Benjamin, 1945

Chaja family and friends: Gabin, Poland, 1918-1936

Chaja, Max: Buenos Aires, Argentina 1930-1937

Chaja, Max and Zelda; Theatre, 1923-1931

Chaja, Max, Zelda, and Simcha: Detroit, Michigan, circa 1950s

Teifeld family: Gabin, Poland, 1921-1943

Teifeld family: Israel, 1953

Teifeld family: Poland, 1946-1953
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Theatre programs, 1925-1930






