
IRENE AND HENRY FRANK PAPERS, approximately 1930-1992 
2016. 496.1 

 
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives 

100 Raoul Wallenberg Place SW 
Washington, DC  20024-2126 

Tel. (202) 479-9717 
e-mail:  reference@ushmm.org 

 
 
Descriptive summary 
 
Title:  Irene and Henry Frank papers 
 
Dates:  approximately 1930-1992 
 
Accession number:  2016. 496.1 
 
Creator: Frank, Irene, 1927- 
 
Additional creator: Frank, Henry, 1918-2002  
 
Extent:  0.5 linear foot (9 folders) 
 
Repository:  United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place SW, 

Washington, DC 20024-2126 
 
Abstract:  The Irene and Henry Frank papers include correspondence, biographical materials, 

photographs, and Theresienstadt and Deggendorf materials documenting Irene and Henry Frank 
from Berlin, their survival in concentration and labor camps during the Holocaust, and their 
immigration to the United States in 1946.  Correspondence primarily consists of messages from 
Henry’s mother, Anna, in Theresienstadt to Henry at the Wulkow labor camp.  Biographical 
materials include identification papers and certificates documenting the experiences of Henry 
and Irene Frank and her grandmother, Belsora Silberstein, in concentration, labor, and displaced 
persons camps.   
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Preferred citation:  (Identification of item), Irene and Henry Frank papers (2016. 496.1), United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, Washington, DC 
 
Acquisition information:  Irene Frank donated the Irene and Henry Frank papers to the United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum in 2016. 
 
Related materials:  Irene Frank also donate her patch from the Merzdorf labor camp and a yellow Star of 
David badge marked “Jood” to the Museum. 
 
Accruals:  Accruals may have been received since this collection was first processed, see archives catalog 
at collections.ushmm.org for further information. 
 
Processing history:  Julie Schweitzer, November 2018 
 
 
Biographical note 
Irene Frank was born Irene Silberstein on May 2, 1927 in Berlin to Dr. Friedrich (Fritz) Silberstein (1890-
1944) and Lotte Frank Silberstein (1903-1941).  Dr. Friedrich Silberstein inherited his father’s moving 
company in Berlin.  They were a wealthy, assimilated Jewish family and lived in the Wilmersdorf 
neighborhood.  By 1938, Irene was no longer able to attend school, and between 1939 and 1940, the 
Nazis confiscated Dr. Silberstein’s business and forced him to work for them.  Fritz had helped a lot of 
Jewish families leave Germany, but ultimately it became too late for him and his family to get out. 
 
In 1941, Irene’s mother, Lotte, was forced to work in at the Siemens electronics factory, but after her 
first day of work, she came home and took some pills to commit suicide.  Following her mother’s death, 
Irene’s grandmother Belsora (Bella) Silberstein moved in with Irene and her father and stayed with them 
for about a year until she was deported to Theresienstadt in September 1942.  In October 1942, Irene 
and her father were also deported to Theresienstadt.   
 
Dr. Freidrich Silberstein was sent from Theresienstadt to Auschwitz on Transport El on September 29, 
1944.  A week later, on October 6, 1944, Irene followed him to Auschwitz on Transport Eo.  She was only 
in Auschwitz for four weeks before she was sent to forced labor at Merzdorf (now Marciszów, Poland), a 
subcamp of Gross-Rosen.  There she worked sixteen hours a day weaving cloth on a flax machine, 
followed by several more hours unloading coal from train cars.  Irene believes that her job in the flax 
factory saved her life because she was able to wrap the flax around her legs to keep warm, and she ate 
tiny seeds from the flax for sustenance. 
 
Following liberation on May 8, 1945, Irene was in a DP camp for a week, but then hitchhiked back to 
Berlin.  While there, she met a friend from Theresienstadt who told her that her grandmother Bella 
Silberstein was in the Deggendorf DP camp in Bavaria.  Difficult though it was, Irene managed to get 
there, only to discover that her grandmother had been sent to Sweden for medical care the day before. 
While at Deggendorf, Irene briefly met her future husband, Henry Frank (Heinz Frankenstein).  Irene 
immigrated to the United States aboard the SS Marine Perch in May 1946 at 19 years old.   Following her 
recuperation in Sweden, Belsora Silberstein immigrated to Mexico to join her daughter Gertrude 
Bachstetz.  Irene’s maternal grandparents, Elsa and Alfred Frank, were deported to Poland in 1943 and 
perished.   
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In New York, Irene stuck together with other Holocaust survivors. They regularly went to the piers to see 
which survivors were arriving from Europe. Irene happened to be standing next to Henry’s aunt when he 
arrived a month after Irene.  Irene worked for a dressmaker and later in an office.  Henry was in the 
wholesale meat business.  They married on April 4, 1948 and lived Brooklyn and Manhattan.  Once they 
had their two children, they moved out to Bergenfield (and later New Milford), New Jersey.  Irene was 
naturalized in 1952.  For many years, Irene and her husband, Henry lectured about the Holocaust in 
their local schools.  They compiled a binder of the many thank-you letters from students and teachers 
that they received.  Both of Irene’s children passed away from illnesses.  She has five grandchildren and 
two great-grandchildren.   
 
Henry Frank (1918-2002) was born Heinz Frankenstein in Berlin to Jacob and Anna Frankenstein.  They 
were a poor Jewish family in Berlin.  Jacob was disabled from injuries sustained during his World War I 
service, making it difficult for him to earn a living.  Under Nazi rule, Henry was forced to work eleven 
hours a day on a construction crew but following the start of the war in September 1939, he was moved 
to a war supplies factory.  Following the assassination of General Reinhardt Heydrich in Prague on May 
27, 1942, Jacob Frankenstein was among 50 Jewish men in Berlin who were rounded up by the Gestapo, 
taken to Sachsenhausen, lined up against a brick wall, and shot.  The following day, the Gestapo 
deported Henry, his mother, and his sister Ingeborg to Theresienstadt.  Henry spent about a year at the 
Wulkow labor camp, where he built barracks for Gestapo officers.  In 1944, construction was halted as 
the Russians advanced, and Henry was sent back to Theresienstadt, where he discovered that his 
mother and sister Irene were no longer there.  They were both killed at Auschwitz.  His sister Gerda and 
her family were killed in Riga. 
 
A month later, Henry was sent to Bavaria with a group of 40 mean to build Gestapo lodgings.  As the 
Allied forces closed in, he and his co-workers were sent on a forced march back to Theresienstadt which 
lasted a week.  Back at the camp, he was reunited with his sister Inge, whom he did not recognize.  Not 
long after, the International Red Cross took over administration of the camp, and then the Russians 
liberated the camp. 
 
Following the war, Henry was in the Deggendorf displaced persons camp.  He immigrated to the United 
States aboard the SS Marine Flasher in June 1946.  Henry’s sister Dorothea (Thea) Jastrow survived the 
war in Scotland, and she and her family immigrated to the United States after the war, along with their 
sister Inge.     
 
 
Scope and content of collection 
The Irene and Henry Frank papers include correspondence, biographical materials, photographs, and 
Theresienstadt and Deggendorf materials documenting Irene and Henry Frank from Berlin, their survival 
in concentration and labor camps during the Holocaust, and their immigration to the United States in 
1946. 
 
Correspondence primarily consists of messages from Henry’s mother, Anna, in Theresienstadt that were 
delivered to Henry at the Wulkow labor camp when supplies were delivered from Theresienstadt to 
Wulkow.  Additional messages from Theresienstadt to Henry at Wulkow come from his sister, Inge, and 
his friends.  The collection also includes a postwar letter from Dorothea Schonberg in Glasgow to Fritz 
Silberstein in Theresienstadt long after he had been transferred to Auschwitz and killed.  Deggendorf 
materials include a photograph of a performance at the Deggendorf displaced persons camp, a torn 
tickets to an event at Deggendorf, and a picture postcard of Deggendorf.  Henry Frank biographical 
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materials include identification papers, certificates, and ration cards documenting his internment at 
Theresienstadt, postwar stay at the Deggendorf displaced persons camp, and immigration to the United 
States.  Many of the records have adhesive and backing paper attached to them as they appear to have 
been removed from a scrapbook.  Irene Frank biographical materials include identification papers 
documenting her status as a displaced person and victim of the Holocaust and a ticket documenting her 
immigration to the United States.  Photographs depict Irene Frank’s arrival in New York aboard the SS 
Marine Perch, Theresienstadt, Deggendorf, and Holocaust memorials.  Printed materials include 1975 
and 1991 Theresienstadt reunion programs, a 1992 article describing Henry Frank’s Holocaust 
experiences, and clippings about Auschwitz.  Belsora Silberstein biographical materials include her 1939 
ID, 1946 displaced persons camp ID, and a vaccination card.  The collection also includes picture 
postcards of Theresienstadt, many of which bear evidence of having been pasted into a scrapbook. 
 
 
System of arrangement 
The Irene and Henry Frank papers are arranged as a single series. 

 
 
Indexing terms 
Theresienstadt (Concentration camp) 
Wulkow (Concentration camp) 
Deggendorf (Displaced persons camp) 
 
Jews--Germany--Berlin. 
Jewish refugees--United States. 
Forced labor--Germany. 
Concentration camp inmates--Correspondence. 
 
Berlin (Germany) 
Terezín (Ústecký kraj, Czech Republic) 
Wulkow (Germany) 
 
Photographs. 
Correspondence. 

 
 

CONTAINER LIST 
 
Series 1: Biographical materials, approximately 1930-1992 
  

Folder Title 
1 of 9 Correspondence, approximately 1944-1945 
2 of 9 Deggendorf materials, approximately 1945-1946 

3-4 of 9 Frank, Henry, approximately 1944-1949 (2 folders) 
5 of 9 Frank, Irene, 1945-1946 
6 of 9 Photographs, approximately 1946-1980 
7 of 9 Printed materials, approximately 1975-1992 
8 of 9 Silberstein, Belsora, approximately 1939-1946 
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9 of 9 Theresienstadt picture postcards, approximately 1930-1965 
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