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Descriptive summary 
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Dates: circa 1900-1993 
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Extent: 0.5 linear foot (1 box, 1 book enclosure) 
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Abstract: The Friedberg family papers consist of biographical materials, correspondence, and 
photographs documenting the Friedberg family from Jarosław, Poland; the Jam family and their 
lumberyard in Rzeszów, Poland, before the war; their survival during the Holocaust; and their move to 
Paris and immigration to the United States after the war. 
 
Languages: Polish, English, Yiddish, French, German, Hebrew  
 
 
Administrative Information  
 
Access:  Collection is open for use but is stored offsite.  Please contact the Reference Desk more than 
seven days prior to visit in order to request access.  
 
Reproduction and use:  Collection is available for use.  Material may be protected by copyright.  Please 
contact reference staff for further information.  
 
Preferred citation: (Identification of item), Friedberg family papers (2016.540.1), United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, Washington, DC 
 
Acquisition information: Edna and Rachel Friedberg, daughters of Maurice Friedberg, donated the 
Friedberg family papers to the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in 2016.  
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Related materials: The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum also holds an oral history interview 
conducted with Maurice Friedberg on August 12, 2009 (RG-50.030*0536). 
 
Accruals:  Accruals may have been received since this collection was first processed.  See archives 
catalog at collections.ushmm.org for further information. 
 
Processing history:  Julie Schweitzer, March 2019. 
 
 
Biographical note 
Maurice Friedberg (1929-2014) was born Maurycy Friedberg on December 3, 1929 in Rzeszów, Poland to 
Izak (Isaac, 1902-1992) and Ida (née Jam, b. 1903) Friedberg. Ida’s father, Josef Jam, owned a 
lumberyard in Rzeszów, and Izak was a lumber merchant from Jarosław. Ida and Izak settled in Jarosław 
and raised Maurice and his brother Szymon (Simon, 1932-1982). Following the Battle of Przemyśl in 
September 1939, the Germans forced Polish Jews, including the Freidberg family, across the San River 
into the Soviet zone, and the family headed for Tarnopol (Ternopil) where Ida’s sister lived. In the spring 
of 1940, the Friedbergs were transported to the Soviet interior, interned in a labor camp in Sverdlovsk, 
and assigned to lumber procurement barracks. At the same time Ida's father, Josef, two brothers, Efraim 
and Aron, and brother-in-law, also named Josef Jam, were sent to Irkutsk. During this period Ida's father 
died of malnutrition, Efraim wandered away after becoming mentally unstable, and her brother-in-law 
also perished. The following year, the Soviet Union granted amnesty to the Polish refugees imprisoned 
in Soviet labor camps, and the Friedbergs moved to Dzhambul (now Taraz), Kazakhstan, where they 
remained for the rest of the war. Maurice and Simon attended school, and Maurice celebrated his bar 
mitzvah. After the war, the Friedbergs made their way to Kraków and were reunited with Aron Jam. 
They learned that Ida's mother and four sisters had perished in the Holocaust, as had her brother, Chaim 
Dov, who had been publicly hanged in Rzeszów in September 1939. The family relocated to Paris in the 
summer of 1946 to await their visas to immigrate to the United States. Izak, Ida, and Simon left for New 
York in February 1948, and Maurice followed in December 1948. Aron Jam immigrated to Israel. Maurice 
became an American citizen in 1954 and earned a doctorate in Slavic languages.  
 
 
Scope and content of collection  
The Friedberg family papers consist of biographical materials, correspondence, and photographs 
documenting the Friedberg family from Jarosław, Poland; the Jam family and their lumberyard in 
Rzeszów, Poland, before the war; their survival during the Holocaust; and their move to Paris and 
immigration to the United States after the war. 
 
Biographical materials include identification papers, military entry permits to Germany, Polish passports, 
foreigner identification cards from France, American immigration and naturalization documents, a list of 
possessions, school records, membership papers for the Ichud Zionist group, and vaccination 
certificates. These records document Ida, Izak, Maurice, and Simon Friedberg, particularly during their 
postwar lives in Poland, France, and the United States. This series also includes property records that 
appear to relate to Josef Jam’s lumberyard in Rzeszów. 
 
Correspondence includes postcards mailed to Josef Jam’s relative Fanny (Frimet) Feit in Brooklyn from 
Josef Jam in Rzeszów before the war and in Tarnopol (Ternopil) and Bodaybo during the war; from 
Solomea Jam in Rzeszów (Reichshof) during the war; and from Ida Friedberg in Kraków asking for an 
affidavit after the war. This series also includes a photocopy of the letter Izak Friedberg sent to his wife 
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and children on September 9, 1939, when he joined the Polish Army, urging them to take care of each 
other, and promising that he would try to return to them. Ida Friedberg’s notes describing the 
importance of the letter to her accompanies the photocopy. This series includes a few additional letters 
and postcards among Josef Jam, Ida Friedberg, and other relatives documenting their prewar and 
postwar lives and their efforts to find housing and immigrate to the United States after the war. 
 
A photograph album and loose photographs depict the Friedberg and Jam families and their relatives 
and friends before the war in Jaroslaw and Rzeszów and after the war in Kraków, Paris, and New York. 
The photo album primarily includes postwar photographs from Poland and France. 
 
 
System of arrangement  
The Friedberg family papers are arranged as three series: 
 
Series 1: Biographical materials, 1923-1954 
Series 2: Correspondence, circa 1920-1993 
Series 3: Photographs, circa 1900-1949 
 
 
Indexing terms 
Personal Names 
Friedberg, Isaac, 1902-1992. 
Friedberg, Ida, 1903-? 
Friedberg, Maurice, 1929-2014.  
Friedberg, Simon, 1932-1982. 
 
Topical Terms 
Jews--Poland--Jarosław. 
Jews--Poland--Rzeszów. 
World War, 1939-1945--Jewish participation. 
Holocaust, Jewish (1939-1945) 
Holocaust survivors. 
 
Geographic Names 
Rzeszów (Poland)  
Jaroslaw (Poland)  
Ternopilʹ (Ukraine) 
Kraków (Poland) 
Paris (France) 
 
Genre 
Correspondence. 
Photographs. 
 

 
 
 
 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

https://collections.ushmm.org



4 
 

CONTAINER LIST  
 
 

Series 1: Biographical materials, 1923-1954 
 

Box/Folder  
1.1 Friedberg, Ida, 1946-1954 
1.2 Friedberg, Izak, 1923-1954 
1.3 Friedberg, Maurice, 1937, 1945-1948 
1.4 Friedberg, Simon, 1946, 1951 
1.5 Jam, Jozef, 1946 

 
 
Series 2: Correspondence, circa 1920-1993 
 

Box/Folder  
1.6 Postcards to Fanny Feit, 1930-1945 
1.7 Last letter form Izak Friedberg before World War II (photocopy) with comments from 

Ida Friedberg, 1939, 1993 
1.8 Family correspondence, circa 1920-1957 

 
 
Series 3: Photographs, circa 1900-1949 
 

Box/Folder  
1.9 Friedberg family, 1927-1939 

1.10 Friedberg family, 1944-1949 
1.11 Friedberg family with relatives and friends, 1929-1948 
1.12 Jam family with relatives and friends, circa 1900-1939 
BE 1 Photograph album, 1932-1947 
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