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Descriptive summary 
 
 
Title:  Groszman family papers 
 
Dates:  circa 1900-2010 
   
Accession number: 2016.95.2 
 
Creator: Groszman (Family : Vámosmikola, Hungary) 
 
Extent:  .5 linear feet (1 box, 2 oversize folders) 
 
Repository:  United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place SW, 

Washington, DC 20024-2126 
 
Abstract:  The collection documents the Holocaust-era experiences of the Groszman family of 
Vámosmikola, Hungary, including wartime life in Budapest, Hungary; post-war immigrations to Vienna, 
Austria and Buenos Aires, Argentina. It also documents the experiences of Gabriel’s Groszman’s wife 
Ruth Heda and her family, primarily of Trnava, Slovakia, including their immigrations to England and 
Argentina.  The collection consists of biographical materials, immigration paperwork, and photographs. 
 
Languages:  English, French, Hungarian, Spanish 
 
Administrative Information  
 
Access:  Collection is open for use, but is stored offsite.  Please contact the Reference Desk more than 
seven days prior to visit in order to request access. 
 
Reproduction and use:  Collection is available for use.  Material may be protected by copyright.  Please 
contact reference staff for further information.   
 
Preferred citation:  (Identification of item), Groszman family papers (2016.95.2), United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum Archives, Washington, DC 
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Acquisition information:  The Groszman family papers was donated to the United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum by Gabriel Groszman in 2016. An accretion was donated in 2019. The collections 
previously numbered 2016.95.1 and 2019.431.1 have been incorporated into this collection. 
 
Related materials:  Gabriel Groszman is the author of several books: 
Als Junge in Ungarn überlebt : nach jüdischer Kindheit in Vámosmikola Monate des Terrors im 
Untergrund und Emigration nach Argentinien 1870-1930-2011 (DS 135.H93 G78 2011) 
 
In the mountains and on the river : repression and survival : two centuries of Jewish life in Slovakia 
1830-1945 (DS 135.S55 G76 2007) 
 
Jüdische Familiengeschichten in der Slowakei : Prosperität, Verfolgung und Überleben 1840-2017 (DS 
135.S55 G7615 2017) 
 
My roots, my destiny (DS135.H93 G7713 2011) 
 
Őseim és sorsom (ISBN 9789630891646) 
 
Semi Uffenheimer : jüdische Familiengeschichten aus Breisach, Lörrach, Bühl, Graben in Baden und in 
Argentinien 1902-1981-2013 (DS134.36.B7387 G76 2013) 
 
A suitcase in the attic: the ascent and demise of the Uffenheimers and other Jewish families in 
Southwest Germany 1730-1945 (DS134.42.U34 G76 2014) 
 
A memoir by Gabriel Groszman is available at the Leo Baeck Institute Archives, LBI Memoir Collection 
(ME 1251) 
 
An oral history interview was conducted with Gabriel Groszman by the Shoah Foundation (interview 
code 29970) 
 
Accruals:  Accruals may have been received since this collection was first processed, see archives catalog 
at collections.ushmm.org for further information. 
 
Processing history:  Adam Fielding, March 2016; updated October 2019 
 
Biographical note  
Gabriel Groszman (born Gábor, b. 1930) was born in Vámosmikola, Hungary to Margit (née Stöckl; 1904-
1993) and József (1897-1987) Groszman. He had one older brother, Imre (Imi, 1926-1960). József was a 
veteran of World War I, and he married Margit Stöckl in 1926. He ran a wholesale grain business with 
Margit’s sister Helén’s (1900-1944) husband Géza Abelesz (1896-1944).  
 
Their business was forced to close in 1940 after new laws prohibited Jews from the agricultural 
commodities business. The family moved to Budapest in Fall 1941. In April 1944, Gabriel’s brother Imi 
was conscripted into the Hungarian Army. In June 1944, as persecution of Jews in Budapest increased, 
József, Margit, and Gabriel were forced to move into a house shared by several other Jewish families. 
They then moved into the Swedish House, having received protective documents from Swedish 
diplomat Raoul Wallenberg. They didn’t remain there, and moved several more times. József purchased 
false identities in order to pass as non-Jews. Their false identities were: Margit Goda, Gábor Goda, and 
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József Tokos. Their final wartime location living under the false identities was in an apartment shared 
with a Protestant family, the Szabós.  
 
After Budapest was liberated by the Soviet Red Army in February 1945 Gabriel continued his education. 
In April 1949 the Groszmans moved to Vienna, Austria. In March 1952 they immigrated to Argentina, 
and settled in Buenos Aires. Gabriel continued his studies and went into business with his father. He 
married Ruth Heda in 1958. He later worked for her step-father Semi Uffenheimer selling industrial 
belts. Gabriel and Ruth had three children, and moved to Florida in 2003. 
 
23 extended family members perished during the Holocaust. 
 
Ruth Heda (later Ruth Groszman, b. 1935) was born on 11 March 1935 in Trnava, Slovakia to Árpád Heda 
and Alžbeta (Elizabeth) Elbert. Árpád (1909-1947) was born in Žilina, Slovakia to Eduard Heda and 
Hermina Zlatternova. Elizabeth (1913-1994) was born in Trnava to Bernard and Rudolfina (née Weisz) 
Elbert. She had two brothers, Ármin (1908-1955) and Jeno (1906-1944). Árpád and Elizabeth married in 
1934. Árpád worked at the First Trnava Steam Mill from 1926-1939.   
 
The family fled to England shortly before the outbreak of World War II in September 1939, settling in 
London. Árpád died from a stroke in 1947, and Elizabeth and Ruth decided to immigrate to Argentina 
where Elizabeth’s brother Ármin had lived since 1936. They immigrated to Argentina in 1949 and settled 
in Buenos Aires. In 1954 Elizabeth married Semi Uffenheimer (1902-1981), a German Jew who 
immigrated to Argentina in 1938. Ruth married Gabriel Groszman in 1958. 
 
Scope and content of collection 
The collection documents the Holocaust-era experiences of the Groszman family of Vámosmikola, 
Hungary, including wartime life in Budapest, Hungary; post-war immigrations to Vienna, Austria and 
Buenos Aires, Argentina. It also documents the experiences of Gabriel’s Groszman’s wife Ruth Heda and 
her family, primarily of Trnava, Slovakia, including their immigrations to England and Argentina.  The 
collection consists of biographical materials, immigration paperwork, and photographs. 
 
Biographical material includes identification papers; birth, marriage and death certificates; education 
papers of Gabriel and his brother Imi Groszman; notes on wartime Vámosmikola; Árpád Heda’s resume; 
and notes about members of the Heda family who perished during the Holocaust. 
 
Immigration papers include Gabriel’s Viennese registration document and International Refugee 
Organization (IRO) Austrian identity card; the Groszman family’s IRO travel documents; and documents 
regarding the Heda family’s immigration to England in 1939 and later immigration to Argentina. 
 
Photographs consist of pre-war, wartime, and post-war depictions of the Groszman, Heda, and Elbert 
families, along with relatives and friends. Groszman family photographs include images of József and his 
wife Margit, Gabriel and Imi’s childhood in Vámosmikola and Budapest, and post-war life in Argentina, 
members of relatives in the Abelesz and Stöckl families, and the Koczo family of Vámosmikola. Heda and 
Elbert family photographs include depictions of pre-war family life in Trnava and Žilina, and wartime and 
post-war life in London and Buenos Aires. 
 
System of arrangement 
The collection is arranged as three series. 
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Series 1. Biographical material, 1926-2010 
Series 2. Immigration, 1949-1983 
Series 3. Photographs, circa 1900-2001 
 
Indexing terms 
People: 
Groszman, Gabriel, 1930- 
Groszman, József, 1897-1987 
Groszman, Margit, 1904-1993 
Groszman, Imi, 1926-1960 
Heda, Ruth, 1935- 
Heda, Árpád, 1909-1947. 
Heda, Elizabeth, 1913-1994. 
Uffenheimer, Semi, 1902-1981. 
 
Corporate: 
International Refugee Organization. 
 
Topical Subject: 
Jewish families--Hungary. 
Jewish children in the Holocaust--Hungary--Budapest. 
Jewish refugees. 
Holocaust survivors. 
 
Geography: 
Vámosmikola (Hungary) 
Budapest (Hungary) 
Trnava (Slovakia) 
Vienna (Austria) 
Argentina--Emigration and immigration. 
England--Emigration and immigration. 
 
Genre/Form: 
Photographs. 
 

CONTAINER LIST 
 
Series 1. Biographical material, 1926-2010 

Box/Folder Title 
1.1-1.2, OS 
1 

Groszman, Gabriel: education, 1937-1955 (2 folders) 

1.3 Groszman, Gabriel: identification papers, 1930-1958 
1.4, OS 2 Groszman, Imi, 1940-1942 
1.5 Groszman family, 1943-2010 and undated 
1.6 Heda, Árpád, 1926-1948 
1.7 Heda, Ruth, 1935-1953 
1.8 Heda family, 1935-1994 and undated 
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Series 2. Immigration, 1947-1983 

Box/Folder Title 
1.9 Groszman family: Austria, 1949-1951 
1.10 Heda family: England and Argentina, 1947-1983 

 
Series 3. Photographs, circa 1900-2001 

Box/Folder Title 
1.11 Abelesz family, 1930-1943 
1.12 Budapest, Hungary, 1980 
1.13 Deutsch, Mano, undated 
1.14 Elbert family, circa 1900-1956 
1.15 Groszman, Gabriel, circa 1933-1992 
1.16 Groszman, Imi, circa 1930-1952 
1.17 Groszman, József, 1916-1952 
1.18 Groszman, Margit, circa 1922 
1.19 Grozman family, 1934-1957 
1.20 Heda, Ruth, 1945-1973 
1.21 Heda family, circa 1921-1954 
1.22 Koczo family, 2001 
1.23 Ruhig, Jeno, Robert, and Magda, 1942 
1.24 Stöckl family, circa 1920-circa 1934 
1.25 Vámosmikola, Hungary, 1927-circa 2001 
1.26 Vienna, Austria, 1949-1951 
1.27 Yad Vashem plaque for the murdered Jews of Vámosmikola, undated 
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