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Related archival materials: The records of the General Jewish Council are held at the American Jewish
Historical Society / Center for Jewish History, in New York. The archival finding aid for that collection is
available online: http://findingaids.cjh.org/?pID=1446319.

Accruals: Accruals may have been received since this collection was first processed, see archives catalog
at collections.ushmm.org for further information.

Processing history: Brad Bauer, March 2017.

Biographical note

The General Jewish Council (GJC), which existed from 1938-1944, was initially comprised of
representatives from the American Jewish Committee, American Jewish Congress, B'nai B'rith, and
Jewish Labor Committee, to coordinate their activities in the defense of human rights, and in particular,
to respond to the threat of Nazism in Europe and anti-Semitism, both in the United States and abroad.
The GJC was founded at a conference in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania on 13 June 1938, and its constitution
was approved at a meeting in New York in August 1938. While addressing the persecution of Jews in
Nazi-occupied areas of Europe, most of the activities of the GJC focused on domestic concerns, and
disagreements about the effectiveness of the GJC led the American Jewish Congress to withdraw in
1941, and the remaining members to dissolve the GJC in 1944 and join forces with the Council of Jewish
Federations to form the National Community Relations Advisory Council. [Source: archival finding aid,
General Jewish Council records, 1-170, American Jewish Historical Society, New York].

Scope and content of collection

Constitution, meeting agenda, press releases, statements, memoranda, and similar documents, from the
General Jewish Council (New York, NY), relating to its efforts to raise public awareness of the threats of
Nazism and anti-Semitism, and to mobilize individuals and organizations in the United States to combat
anti-Semitism, 1938-1942. The documents, which were mimeographed copies that were distributed to
member organizations, were collected and housed in one volume at the library of the American Jewish
Congress at time of distribution, and were later withdrawn from that library. In addition to the draft
constitution and the final version that was adopted in August 1938, other documents treat
organizational matters, the Council's stance toward other Jewish organizations, whether or not to
endorse or advertise in specific publications, and responses to federal and state legislation and court
cases, among other topics.

System of arrangement
The documents are arranged in chronological order, as they were originally maintained by staff of the
library of the American Jewish Congress.

Indexing terms
Corporate headings:

American Jewish Congress.

Topical headings:

Jews--United States--Societies, etc.--Congresses.
Jews--United States.

Antisemitism.
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CONTAINER LIST

Founding documents
1940: January-May
1940: October-November
1941

1942
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