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Descriptive summary 
 
 
Title:  Lichta family papers 
 
Dates:  circa 1915-circa 1949 
 
Accession number:  2017.126.1 
 
Creator: Lichta, Yitzhak, 1914- 
                Lichta, Judith, 1923-2008. 
 
Extent:  11 folders, 1 oversize box 
 
Repository:  United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place SW, 

Washington, DC 20024-2126 
 
Abstract:  The collection documents the postwar experiences of Holocaust survivors Itzhak and Judith 
LIchta in several displaced persons camps. Included are photographs and an album from Föhrenwald, 
Reichenhall, Bergen Belsen, and likely Milbersthofen-Am-Hart displaced persons camps; pre-war 
photographs of Itzhak’s family in Falenica, Poland and Judith’s family in Oszmiana, Poland (present day 
Ashmyany, Belarus); pre-war membership cards for a sports club Itzhak belonged to; and a Zionist 
Organization of London Shekel receipt. 
 
Languages:  Yiddish, Polish, English 
 
 
Administrative Information  
 
Access:  Collection is open for use, but is stored offsite.  Please contact the Reference Desk more than 
seven days prior to visit in order to request access. 
 
Reproduction and use:  Collection is available for use.  Material may be protected by copyright.  Please 
contact reference staff for further information.   
 
Preferred citation:  (Identification of item), Lichta family papers (2017.126.1), United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum Archives, Washington, DC 
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Acquisition information:  The collection was donated to the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum 
by Gail Lichta McKay and Sandra Lichta Cutler in 2017. 
 
Accruals:  Accruals may have been received since this collection was first processed, see archives catalog 
at collections.ushmm.org for further information. 
 
Processing history:  Adam Fielding, May 2017 
 
Biographical note  
Itzhak Shlome Lichta (Isadore Lichta) was born on 15 May 1914 in Falenica, Poland to Herschel and 
Chaya (née Cieszyinska) Lichta. He had one older sister, Esther Rivka, and a younger brother. Prior to 
World War II, Itzhak’s family owned a hardware store. Itzhak was a forced laborer in Falenica from 1939-
1942, and the family remained in the Falenica ghetto until April 1943 when it was liquidated and they 
were deported to the Treblinka concentration camp. His family was killed upon arrive to the camp, but 
Itzhak survived the selection process and was assigned to a work group. At some point, Itzhak and three 
other men overpowered their guards and managed to escape. Itzhak survived the duration of the war 
hiding in barns and in the forest. After the war ended, he went to Germany and was in Milbersthofen-
Am-Hart in early 1946. He met Judith Golubek while he was there, and they married on 23 June 1946. In 
July 1946 they went to the Föhrenwald displaced persons camp. Their daughter Chaya Gittel (later Gail 
McKay) was born in the camp on 16 July 1947. In September 1949 they immigrated to the United States 
on board the USAT C. C. Ballou, which sailed out of Bremerhaven, Germany. 
 
Judith Lichta (born Judith Golubek, 1923-2008) was born on 23 March 1923 in Oszmiana, Poland 
(present day Ashmyany, Belarus) to Isaac and Gitel (née Lubelska) Golubek. She had four siblings, 
Feigele, Judah, Aaron, and Mulinere. Her father and brothers Judah and Aaron were murdered after 
they were taken from the synagogue in Oszmiana. Her mother was later killed. Judith was in the 
Oszmiana ghetto from 1941-1942. From 1942-1945 she survived several concentration camps including 
Kaiserwald, Stutthof, Dachau, and Bergen-Belsen. Her sister Feigele also survived the war.  
 
Scope and content of collection 
The collection documents the postwar experiences of Holocaust survivors Itzhak and Judith LIchta in 
several displaced persons camps. Included are photographs and an album from Föhrenwald, 
Reichenhall, Bergen Belsen, and likely Milbersthofen-Am-Hart displaced persons camps; pre-war 
photographs of Itzhak’s family in Falenica, Poland and Judith’s family in Oszmiana, Poland (present day 
Ashmyany, Belarus); pre-war membership cards for a sports club Itzhak belonged to; and a Zionist 
Organization of London Shekel receipt. 
 
System of arrangement 
The collection is arranged as one series. 
 
Indexing terms 
Person: 
Lichta, Itzhak, 1914- 
Lichta, Judith, 1923-2008. 
Lichta, Chaya, 1947- 
 
Corporate: 
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Föhrenwald (Displaced persons camp) 
Bergen-Belsen (Displaced persons camp) 
Bad Reichenhall (Displaced persons camp) 
 
Topical Subject: 
Jewish families--Poland. 
Holocaust survivors. 
Holocaust, Jewish (1939-1945)--Refugees. 
Displaced persons camps. 
 
Geography: 
Oszmina (Poland)--History--German occupation, 1941-1944. 
Ashmi︠a︡ ny (Belarus) 
 
Genre/Form: 
Photographs. 
Photograph albums. 
 
 

CONTAINER LIST 
 

Box Folder/Item Title 
1 1 Family and friends, displaced persons camps, 1946-circa 1949 
1 2 Golubek family, circa 1915-circa 1930 
1 3 Golubek family, 1946 
1 4 Lichta family and friends, circa 1930s 
1 5 Lichta family, 1945-circa 1949 
1 6 Lichta, Chaya, circa 1946 
1 7 Lichta, Itzhak, circa 1946 
1 8 Lichta, Judith, circa 1946 
2 1 Photograph album, circa 1930s-circa 1949 
1 9 Photograph album, loose photographs 
1 10 Sports club membership cards of Itzhak Lichta, 1935-1936 
1 11 Zionist Organization of London Shekel receipt, 1935 
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