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Descriptive summary 
 
 
Title: Felix Lilienthal family papers 
 
Dates:  1871-1960 [bulk 1871-1941] 
 
Accession number:  2017.524.1 
 
Creator: Lilienthal, Felix, 1921-1986. 
 
Extent:  2.38 linear feet (4 boxes, 1 oversize box) 
 
Repository:  United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place SW, 

Washington, DC 20024-2126 
 
Abstract:  The collection contains pre-war and wartime correspondence between members of the 
Lilienthal family of Wiesbaden, Germany. Pre-war correspondence includes letters sent to Saul 
Lilienthal, a cantor and teacher, from when he was living in Posen (present-day Poznan, Poland); 
Freiburg, Germany; and Wiesbaden; as well as general family correspondence. Wartime correspondence 
primarily contains letters sent to Felix Lilienthal, who immigrated to Treinta y Tres and then to 
Montevideo, Uruguay in 1938.  Included are letters sent by Saul and Bertha Lilienthal from Wiesbaden in 
1938, and then from Amsterdam, the Netherlands from 1939-1942; his brother Lebrecht and his wife 
Juliette in Amsterdam, his brother Theodor in Göteborg, Sweden; and other relatives and friends. Many 
letters contain notes written by other family members. Some letters also include typed transcriptions 
done by the donor. The collection also includes pre-war blank postcards; documents from the 
International Red Cross regarding the fates of Saul, Bertha, Lebrecht, and Juliette; and a restitution 
document. 
 
Languages:  German, English, Spanish, Hebrew 
 
 
Administrative Information  
 
Access:  Collection is open for use, but is stored offsite.  Please contact the Reference Desk more than 
seven days prior to visit in order to request access. 
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Reproduction and use:  Collection is available for use.  Material may be protected by copyright.  Please 
contact reference staff for further information.   
 
Preferred citation:  (Identification of item), Felix Lilienthal family papers (2017.524.1), United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, Washington, DC 
 
Acquisition information: The Felix Lilienthal family papers were donated to the United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum by Rabbi Alejandro Lilienthal in 2017. Alejandro is the son of Felix Lilienthal. 
 
Related archival materials: Saul Lilienthal Collection, 1916-1935. Leo Baeck Institute. 
 
Accruals:  Accruals may have been received since this collection was first processed, see archives catalog 
at collections.ushmm.org for further information. 
 
Processing history:  Adam Fielding, March 2017 
 
Biographical note  
Saul Lilienthal (1877-1944) was born on 21 October 1877 in the village of Jeruty, East Prussia (present 
day Szczytno County, Warmian-Masurian Voivodeship, Poland) to Heiman and Cecilia Lilienthal (née 
Loewy). He had one sister, Johanna (later Johanna Deutschland), and three brothers, Samuel, Abraham 
(1885-1956), and Herbert. Johanna immigrated to Montevideo, Uruguay by 1932, and remained there 
for the duration of her life. 
 
Bertha Fuchs (1880-1943) was born on 26 May 1880 in Stadtlengsfeld, Germany to Sandel (1848-1906) 
and Jeanette (née Goldschmit, 1847-1901) Fuchs. She had one sister, Therese (later Therese Klein, 1879-
), and one brother, Hugo (1878-1949). Hugo was a rabbi in Chemnitz, Germany until 1939 when he 
immigrated to Argentina where he remained for the duration of the war. 
 
Saul married Bertha in 1905 and they had three sons, Lebrecht (1906-1943), Theodor (1908-1987), and 
Felix (1921-1986). He was a teacher and cantor in several cities including Leipzig, Germany, 1896-1899; 
Düsseldorf, Germany, 1899-1906; Berlin, Germany, 1910-1911; Posen (present-day Poznan, Poland), 
1912-1920; Freiburg, Germany, 1920-1924; and Wiesbaden, Germany, 1924-1938. 
 
In 1938, Felix emigrated from Wiesbaden to Treinta y Tres, and then to Montevideo. He remained there 
for the duration of the war. He married Elisabeth Salfeld (1920-1988) and they had one son, Alejandro. 
 
Theodor immigrated to Göteborg, Sweden by 1938. Lebrecht and his wife Juliette (née Prins, 1905-1943) 
immigrated to Amsterdam, The Netherlands by 1938. Their daughter, Marion (1940-1943) was born in 
1940. Saul and Bertha joined them in 1939. They were all deported to the Westerbork concentration 
camp by 1943. 
 
On 14 September 1943, Saul and Bertha were deported to the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp. On 
27 January 1944 they were deported to the Theresienstadt concentration camp. On 28 October 1944 
they were deported to the Auschwitz concentration camp where they perished two days later. 
 
Lebrecht, Juliette, and Marion were deported on 6 July 1943 to the Sobibór extermination camp where 
they were killed on 9 July. 
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Scope and content of collection 
The collection contains pre-war and wartime correspondence between members of the Lilienthal family 
of Wiesbaden, Germany. Pre-war correspondence includes letters sent to Saul Lilienthal, a cantor and 
teacher, from when he was living in Posen (present-day Poznan, Poland); Freiburg, Germany; and 
Wiesbaden; as well as general family correspondence. Wartime correspondence primarily contains 
letters sent to Felix Lilienthal, who immigrated to Treinta y Tres and then to Montevideo, Uruguay in 
1938.  Included are letters sent by Saul and Bertha Lilienthal from Wiesbaden in 1938, and then from 
Amsterdam, the Netherlands from 1939-1942; his brother Lebrecht and his wife Juliette in Amsterdam, 
his brother Theodor in Göteborg, Sweden; and other relatives and friends. Many letters contain notes 
written by other family members. Some letters also include typed transcriptions done by the donor. The 
collection also includes pre-war blank postcards; documents from the International Red Cross regarding 
the fates of Saul, Bertha, Lebrecht, and Juliette; and a restitution document. 
 
System of arrangement 
The collection is arranged as one series. Folders are arranged alphabetically and documents are 
arranged chronologically. Folders 23-29 contain correspondence addressed to the Lilienthal family, and 
contain general news for the whole family. After the correspondence, there are four folders of 
miscellaneous documents. 
 
Indexing terms 
Person: 
Lilienthal, Felix, 1921-1986. 
Lilienthal, Saul, 1877-1944. 
Lilienthal, Bertha, 1880-1944. 
Lilienthal, Theodor, 1908-1987. 
Lilienthal, Lebrecht, 1906-1943. 
Lilienthal, Juliette, 1905-1943. 
 
Corporate: 
Westerbork (Concentration camp) 
 
Topical Subject: 
Jewish families--Germany. 
Cantors (Judaism) 
Holocaust Jewish (1939-1945) 
Refugees, Jewish. 
 
Geography: 
Wiesbaden (Germany) 
Amsterdam (Netherlands) 
Montevideo (Uruguay) 
 
Genre/Form: 
Correspondence. 
 
 

CONTAINER LIST 
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Box Folder Title 
1 1 “The Artist”, 1900-1907 
1 2 Baer, Saly, 1879-1911 
1 3 Becker, Wilhelm, 1936-1937 
1 4 Bloch, Philip, 1878-1915 and undated 
  Deutschland, Johanna: 
1 5  Lilienthal, Felix, 1932-1933 
1 6  Lilienthal, Saul, 1932 
1 7  1938 
  Family and Friends: 
1 8  1871-1879 
1 9  1880-1889 
1 10  1890-1899 
1 11  1900-1909 
1 12  1910-1919 
1 13  1920-1937 
1 14  Undated 
1 15 Fuchs, Hugo: Lilienthal, Saul and Bertha, 1941 
1 16 Fuchs, Jeanette, 1925-1926 
1 17 Hausen, Ferdinand, 1905-1912 
1 18 Klein, Therese: Lilienthal family, 1928 
  Lilienthal, Bertha: 
1 19  Fuchs, Hugo, 1926 
1 20  Lilienthal, Felix, 1934 
1 21  Lilienthal, Theodor, 1924-1938 
1 22  1917-1934 and undated 
  Lilienthal family: 
1 23  Fuchs, Hugo, 1934 
1 24  Lilienthal, Felix, 1931-1940 
1 25  Lilienthal, Lebrecht, 1931-1938 
1 26  Lilienthal, Saul and Bertha, 1925-1935 
1 27  Lilienthal, Werner, 1933 
1 28  Ucker, Paul, 1924-1939 
1 29  1923-1935 and undated 
  Lilienthal, Felix: 
1 30  Charles [last name unknown], 1939-1940 
1 31  Deutschland, Johanna, 1939-1940 and undated 
1 32  Fruchter, Nandor, 1939 
1 33  Fuchs, Hugo, 1939-1940 
1 34  [Gross, Hatte?], 1938-1941 
2 1  Herz, Gretel, 1938-1940 
2 2  Joseph, Rudolf, 1939-1940 
2 3  Lilienthal, Abraham, 1940 
   Lilienthal, Bertha: 
2 4   1938-1939 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

https://collections.ushmm.org



5 
 

2 5   1940-1942 
2 6   Undated 
   Lilienthal, Lebrecht and Juliette: 
2 7   1931-1939 
2 8   1940-1942 and undated 
2 9  Lilienthal, Samuel, 1938 
   Lilienthal, Saul: 
2 10   1931-1938 
2 11   1939 
2 12   1940-1943 and undated 
   Lilienthal, Saul and Bertha: 
2 13   1928-1938 
2 14   1939 
2 15   1940 
2 16   1941-1942 
3 1   Undated 
3 2  Lilienthal, Theodore, 1937-1943 and undated 
3 3  Lilienthal, Werner, 1938 
3 4  [Wardhel? Last name unknown], 1938-1941 and undated 
3 5  1927-1935 
3 6  1938 
3 7  1939 
3 8  1940-1942 and undated 
  Lilienthal, Lebrecht: 
3 9  Klein, Therese, 1930 
3 10  Lilienthal, Felix, 1931 
3 11  Lilienthal, Saul, 1928-1929 
3 12  1920-1941 
  Lilienthal, Saul: 
3 13  Deutschland, Johanna, 1926-1933 
3 14  Fellerer, Johann, 1935-1936 
3 15  Fuchs, Hugo, 1920-1934 
3 16  Lilienthal, Abraham, 1933-1936 
3 17  Lilienthal, Bertha, 1923-1932 
3 18  Lilienthal, Cecilia, 1914 
3 19  Lilienthal, Herbert, 1930 
3 20  Lilienthal, Lebrecht, 1928-1934 
3 21  Lilienthal, Theodor, 1935-1938 
3 22  Ucker, Paul, 1932-1939 
3 23  1909-1926 
3 24  1927-1932 
3 25  1933-1941 and undated 
  Lilienthal, Theodor: 
3 26  Klein, Therese, 1934 
3 27  Lilienthal, Lebrecht and Juliette, 1941 
3 28  1918-1940 and undated 
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3 29 Mayer, Elias, 1880-1925  
3 30 Photograph Atelier Victoria, 1906-1908 
4 1 Ucker, Paul, 1911-1929 
5 - Empty envelopes, circa 1870s-circa 1930s 
  Postcards: Blank, circa 1870s-circa 1930s:  
4 2  Austria, Belgium, Romania, and Russia 
4 3  France 
4 4  Germany, Nazi themed 
4 5  Germany, themed 
4 6  Germany, unthemed 
4 7  Great Britain 
4 8  Italy 
4 9  The Netherlands 
4 10  Poland 
4 11 Forum de la Juventad Israelita programs and flyers, 1943 
4 12 International Red Cross documents, circa 1950s 
4 13 Lilienthal, Felix: Writing on Spanish history, circa 1940s 
4 14 Lilienthal, Theodor: Restitution document, 1960 
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