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Descriptive summary 
 
Title: Tadek Korn papers 
 
Dates: circa 1940-1997 
 
Accession number: 2017.647.1 
 
Creator: Korn, Tadek, 1941-2010 
 
Extent: 0.1 linear foot (6 folders, 1 oversize folder) 
 
Repository: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place SW, 
Washington, DC 20024-2126 
 
Abstract: The Tadek Korn papers include photographs, clippings, and a biographical statement by 
violinist Perec Brand that were formerly housed in an album and scrapbook. Photographs from the 
album primarily depict Tadek Korn, his family, and other displaced persons at the Zeilsheim displaced 
persons camp between 1945 and 1948. Additional photographs from the album depict the Korn family 
in America and on vacation in Eilat, Israel and Corinth, Greece. Photographs from the scrapbook include 
one depicting Tadek Korn wearing the clothing he had on upon arrival at the Zeilsheim DP camp, one 
depicting him playing the violin, and one depicting a painting (“Portrait of Old Rabbi”) along with a 
certificate acknowledging that the painting was not subject to an export ban. Clippings describe Korn’s 
family history during the Holocaust and his talent at playing the violin. Perec Brand’s biographical 
statement describes his early life, musical education, the murder of his wife and children in the 
Holocaust, his survival in Stutthof and Buchenwald, teaching Tadek Korn to play the violin at Zeilsheim, 
and his desire to immigrate to Canada. 
 
Languages: English, Yiddish, Hebrew, Polish 
 
 
Administrative Information  
 
Access:  Collection is open for use, but is stored offsite.  Please contact the Reference Desk more than 
seven days prior to visit in order to request access. 
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Reproduction and use:  Collection is available for use.  Material may be protected by copyright.  Please 
contact reference staff for further information.   
 
Preferred citation:  (Identification of item), Tadek Korn papers (2017.647.1), United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum Archives, Washington, DC 
 
Acquisition information: Tonnie Katz donated the Tadek Korn papers to the United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum in 2017. Tonnie Katz was married to Tadek Korn. 
 
Accruals:  Accruals may have been received since this collection was first processed, see archives catalog 
at collections.ushmm.org for further information. 
 
Processing history:  Julie Schweitzer, October 2019 
 
 
Biographical note  
Tadek (Tad) Korn (1941-2010) was born in Gladilo, a small town near Archangelsk, Russia, on April 26, 
1941 to Hersh (Hersz, Harry) and Sara (Sonja) Korn. Hersh and Sara had fled Minsk Mazowiecki, outside 
of Warsaw, following the German invasion of 1939. They first moved to the Russian-occupied side of 
Poland but were then banished to Archangelsk and Siberia. The Russians later sent the family to a camp 
in Uzbekistan, where they lived in harsh conditions until the war ended. They returned to Poland after 
the war and learned that their families had been murdered in the Holocaust. Continued antisemitism 
convinced them to flee further west. HIAS settled them at the Zeilsheim displaced persons camp, and 
fellow survivor Perec (Percy) Brand taught Tadek to play the violin. Tadek’s younger sister Anna was 
born in 1946, but she died shortly after her first birthday. The family wanted to immigrate to Palestine 
but were told that only men were being accepted, so in 1948 they boarded the USS General Sturgis at 
Bremerhaven for Halifax and settled in Montreal. Tad was recognized as a child prodigy and studied 
violin with Ethel Stark, the founder of the first women’s orchestra, and played with the Montreal 
Symphony. He attended Outremont High School and McGill University. He became an American citizen 
in 1983 and died in California in 2010.  
 
 
Scope and content of collection 
The Tadek Korn papers include photographs, clippings, and a biographical statement by violinist Perec 
Brand that were formerly housed in an album and scrapbook. Photographs from the album primarily 
depict Tadek Korn, his family, and other displaced persons at the Zeilsheim displaced persons camp 
between 1945 and 1948. Additional photographs from the album depict the Korn family in America and 
on vacation in Eilat, Israel and Corinth, Greece. Photographs from the scrapbook include one depicting 
Tadek Korn wearing the clothing he had on upon arrival at the Zeilsheim DP camp, one depicting him 
playing the violin, and one depicting a painting (“Portrait of Old Rabbi”) along with a certificate 
acknowledging that the painting was not subject to an export ban. Clippings describe Korn’s family 
history during the Holocaust and his talent at playing the violin. Perec Brand’s biographical statement 
describes his early life, musical education, the murder of his wife and children in the Holocaust, his 
survival in Stutthof and Buchenwald, teaching Tadek Korn to play the violin at Zeilsheim, and his desire 
to immigrate to Canada. 
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System of arrangement 
The Tadek Korn papers are arranged as a single series. 
 
 
Indexing terms 
Personal names 
Korn, Tadek, 1941-2010. 
Brand, Percy, 1908-1985. 
 
Corporate Name 
Zeilsheim (Displaced persons camp) 
 
Topical terms 
Jewish families--Poland--Mińsk Mazowiecki.  
Holocaust survivors--Germany--Zeilsheim (Frankfurt am Main)--1940-1950.  
Jewish refugees--Germany--Zeilsheim (Frankfurt am Main)--1940-1950.  
Jewish musicians.  
Violinists. 
 
Geographic terms  
Zeilsheim (Frankfurt am Main, Germany : Refugee camp) 
Canada. 
United States. 
 
Genre terms 
Photographs. 
Clippings. 
 

 
CONTAINER LIST 

 
Series 1: Tadek Korn papers, circa 1940-1997 
 

Folder Description 
1-3 Photographs from album, circa 1945-1981 
4 Photographs from scrapbook, circa 1940-1947, 1997 

5, OS 1 Printed material, 1947-1948, 1956 
6 Biographical statement by Perec Brand, 1948 
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