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Biographical note 
Rabbi Philip Lazowski was born in the small town of Bielica (present-day Belarus) in 1930, the son of 
Chaya Gitel and Josef Lazowski, and older brother of Rachmil, Abraham, Aaron, and Rachel. His father 
was a fisherman and his mother owned a fabric store. At the beginning of WWII, their part of Poland 
was occupied by the Soviet Union and they lived under Communist Russian rule until 1941. 
 
With the German invasion of the Soviet Union in June 1941, German forces marched into Bielica on June 
28, 1941 and began to slaughter the Jewish population in a mass killing operation.  On November 10, 
1941, the remaining Jews of Bielica, including Philip and his family, were banished to the Zhetel ghetto. 
On April 29, 1942, the Germans carried out a round-up in the Zhetel ghetto, driving Jews from their 
homes to the central marketplace. Philip’s family managed to hide in a cave under their home, but Philip 
was caught by a German soldier before he could hide and forced to the market place where a selection 
was underway. He was saved from the selection thanks to the intervention of a kind-hearted woman, 
named Miriam Rabinowitz, who pretended Philip was her son to protect him from the round-up. 
 
After surviving the first selection, Philip, reconnected with his family and introduced his mother to the 
kind lady who saved his life. The second liquidation began on August 6, 1942, and after five days hiding 
in the cave again, Philip, his mother, and siblings were caught and forced into the Kino movie theater in 
the town. Philip’s mother pushed him from the second story of the movie theater, encouraging him to 
flee to the nearby forest where his father and a brother were in hiding. That was the last time he saw his 
mother or three youngest siblings. A short time later they were among several hundred Jews forced into 
trucks by Nazi soldiers. Philip, 12 years old at the time, escaped death that day and managed to 
reconnect with his father and younger brother, Rachmil; they would go on to live in the woods for two 
years with others trying to survive the Third Reich’s attempt to liquidate the Jews. 
 
After the war Philip, his father Josef, and younger brother Rachmil (Robert) made their way to a 
displaced persons camp in Austria. In 1947 they traveled by train from Bad Gastein through Germany to 
Bremen where they boarded a ship for the trip to the United States. He continued his education in New 
York City graduating from Yeshiva University. At a wedding in New York he met a young woman who 
told him about a family in Hartford that had once saved a “boy from Bielica” in the Zhetel ghetto. 
Knowing that he was that boy, Philip called the Rabinowitz family, eventually traveling to Hartford 
where he was reunited with Miriam who saved his life in the first selection in the Zhetel ghetto. 
 
He began dating her oldest daughter Ruth and they were married in 1955. He was ordained in 1962 and 
earned his doctorate in Jewish Studies eight years later. Brought to Hartford as Education Director for 
Beth Sholom Synagogue, Rabbi Lazowski became its rabbi several years later. When Beth Sholom later 
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merged with Beth Hillel in 1969 he remained as rabbi for the following forty years. Rabbi Lazowski is the 
author of several books including, Faith and Destiny, an autobiographical account of his Holocaust 
experience. He has been active in the Jewish and non-Jewish communities. He has served as a Hartford 
Police Chaplain, a member of the Board of Commissions on Aging, and was a past president of both the 
Educators' Council of Connecticut and the Jewish Education Council of Hartford. He is a member of the 
Rabbinical Assembly of Connecticut and serves as Rabbi Emeritus of The Emanuel Synagogue. 
 
(Source: http://www.hartford.edu/a_and_s/greenberg/museum/hartford-remembers-holocaust/philip-
lazowski/) 
 
Ruth Lazowski (nee Rabinowitz) was born in 1935 in the town of Dzi︠a︡ tlava (or Zhetel in Yiddish) in 
present-day Belarus. Ruth (whose birth name was Rokhl) was the older daughter of Miriam and Moshe 
(Morris) Rabinowitz, and the older sister of Tanya (now Toby). Ruth’s mother was a pharmacist and had 
a drug store in the middle of town; her father was in the lumber business and knew many peasants in 
the countryside. At the time, the town was part of Poland; as part of the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact, the 
town became part of the Soviet Union from 1939-1941. Under the Russian occupation, Miriam’s 
drugstore and Moshe’s lumber business were nationalized by the communist government and the 
family moved to nearby Novogrudek to live with other family members. 
 
After the German invasion of the Soviet Union, Zhetel and Novogrudek were occupied by the Germans 
and a ghetto was established there in 1942. When the Germans invaded the Soviet Union, Novogrudek 
was bombed and much of the town was destroyed. The Rabinowitz family decided to move back to 
Zhetel to be closer to Ruth’s grandfather, Berl. With the establishment of the ghetto in Zhetel, Berl 
became one of the first members of the Jewish council (Judenrat) but was soon murdered. During the 
round-up on April 30, 1942 Ruth and her mother and sister were separated from her father during the 
selection but Ruth’s mother managed to survive because she possessed papers as a pharmacist and 
skilled laborer. It was during this selection that Ruth’s mother also managed to save the life of young 
Philip Lazowski, who had been separated from his own family. Miriam Rabinowitz pretended Philip was 
her son, and he was spared the fate of those sent to their death. 
 
The second massacre started on August 6, 1942, and lasted for three days as many Jews hid in prepared 
bunkers. During the course of the clearance of the ghetto some 2-3,000 Jews were shot in three mass 
graves in the Jewish cemetery on the southern outskirts of Zhetel. Just over 200 Jewish craftsmen were 
transferred to the ghetto in Nowogródek. This was the end of the ghetto and the end of the Jewish 
community of Zhetel. Several hundred Jews including Ruth and the Rabinowitz family, who had hidden, 
fled once the massacre was over, some forming a family camp in the Nakryshki forest, where they 
managed to survive for the next two years until their liberation by Red Army troops. 
 
After the war, they remained in Poland for about six months, first traveling to Lublin, before crossing the 
Alps and journeying towards Italy. There they lived in a Displaced Persons camp in Santa Maria di Leuca 
and in a villa in Rome before leaving for the United States. The family settled in Hartford, CT; Ruth and 
Philip were married at Beth David Synagogue in December 1955. Ruth became a dedicated Jewish 
educator in Hartford and Bloomfield; Rabbi and Ruth Lazowski have three sons and daughters-in-law, as 
well as seven grandchildren. 
 
(Source: http://www.hartford.edu/a_and_s/greenberg/museum/hartford-remembers-holocaust/ruth-
lazowski/) 
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Scope and content of collection 
The Lazowski family papers consist of photographs documenting Philip Lazowski’s postwar years in 
Austria, primarily in the Bad Gastein displaced persons camp; photographs documenting Ruth Lazowski’s 
postwar years in Italy, primarily in Santa Maria di Leuca and Rome; and the letter Philip Lazowski wrote 
in 1953 to Miriam Rabinowitz, whom he credited with saving his life during a selection in the Zhetel 
ghetto, after discovering she lived in Hartford, CT. 
 
Philip Lazowski’s photographs depict him with other child Holocaust survivors in Austria from 1945-
1947.  One copy print depicts his mother with another woman. 
 
Ruth Lazowski’s photographs depict Ruth with her family and other Holocaust survivors in Italy from 
1945-1948.  This material also includes a 1926 family photograph of Ruth’s mother Miriam (Mania) 
Dvoretzky Rabinowitz, a family photograph in Zhetel, and a clipping showing Holocaust survivors 
carrying a banner in a parade. 
 
Philip Lazowski’s 1953 letter to Miriam Rabinowitz describes his pleasure at discovering that the 
stranger who saved his life during a selection in the Zhetel ghetto in 1942 was living in Hartford, CT and 
his desire to visit her.   
 
 
System of arrangement 
The Lazowski family papers are arranged as a single series. 
 
 
Indexing terms 
Bad Gastein (Displaced persons camp) 
 
Holocaust, Jewish (1939-1945)--Belarus--Dzi︠a︡ tlava.  
Jews--Belarus--Dzi︠a︡ tlava. 
Holocaust survivors--Austria. 
Holocaust survivors--Italy. 
 
Dzi︠a︡ tlava (Belarus) 
Navahrudak (Belarus) 
Badgastein (Austria)  
Santa Maria di Leuca, Cape (Italy)  
Rome (Italy) 
 
Photographs. 
Letter. 
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CONTAINER LIST 
 
Series 1: Lazowski family papers, approximately 1926-1953 
 

Box/Folder Title 
1 of 4 Philip Lazowski photographs, approximately 1940-1947 
2 of 4 Ruth Lazowski photographs, approximately 1926-1948 
3 of 4 Philip Lazowski letter, 1953 
4 of 4 Frame that held Philip Lazowski letter 

 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

https://collections.ushmm.org




