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Descriptive summary 
 
Title: Alfred and Emma Pisko papers 
 
Dates: 1938-1980 
 
Accession number: 2018.355.1 
 
Creator: Pisko, Alfred, 1902-1990 
 
Additional creator: Pisko, Emma, 1909-1980 
 
Extent: 0.1 linear foot (3 folders)  
 
Repository: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place SW, 
Washington, DC 20024-2126 
 
Abstract: The Alfred and Emma Pisko papers include birth certificates, United Kingdom certificates of 
registration, travel documents, and a marriage certificate for Alfred and Emma Pisko as well as a 
photograph of the couple in 1980. The registration certificates indicate that Alfred and Emma were 
exempt from internment because they were refugees from Nazi oppression. Additional military and 
immigration records documenting Alfred Pisko include an enlistment attestation, service records (pay 
book, release book, record of service card), declaration of intention to become an American citizen, and 
certificate of naturalization. The papers also include a telegram announcing the death of Alfred’s 
mother. 
 
Languages: English, German 
 
 
Administrative Information  
 
Access: Collection is open for use, but is stored offsite.  Please contact the Reference Desk more than 
seven days prior to visit in order to request access.   
 
Reproduction and use: Collection is available for use.  Material may be protected by copyright.  Please 
contact reference staff for further information. 
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Preferred citation: Alfred and Emma Pisko papers (2018.355.1), United States Holocaust Memorial 
Museum Archives, Washington, DC 
 
Acquisition information: Dr. Maria Weissenberg Barrows, cousin of Alfred and Emma Pisko, donated the 
Alfred and Emma Pisko papers to the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in 2018.  
 
Separated material: Dr. Maria Weissenberg Barrows also donated a Star of David badge (2018.355.2) to 
the Museum. 
 
Processing History:  Julie Schweitzer, August 2019 
 
 
Biographical note  
Alfred Rudolph Pisko (1902-1990) was born in Vienna on November 1, 1902 to Adolf Pisko and Ida 
Weissenberg Pisko. He moved to the United Kingdom in May 1939. He served in the British Army in the 
Ancillary Military Police Corps and Royal Army Ordnance Corps from 1940-1945. He married Emma 
Heumann in 1940, and the couple immigrated to the United States in 1948. 
 
Emma Heumann Pisko (1909-1980) was born on May 6, 1909 in Lechenich, Germany to Moritz Heumann 
and Henriette Vohs Heumann. Emma moved to the United Kingdom in July 1937. She married Alfred 
Pisko in 1940, and the couple immigrated to the United States in 1948. 
 
 
Scope and content of collection 
The Alfred and Emma Pisko papers include birth certificates, United Kingdom certificates of registration, 
travel documents, and a marriage certificate for Alfred and Emma Pisko as well as a photograph of the 
couple in 1980. The registration certificates indicate that Alfred and Emma were exempt from 
internment because they were refugees from Nazi oppression. Additional military and immigration 
records documenting Alfred Pisko include an enlistment attestation, service records (pay book, release 
book, record of service card), declaration of intention to become an American citizen, and certificate of 
naturalization. The papers also include a telegram announcing the death of Alfred’s mother. 
 
 
System of arrangement 
The Alfred and Emma Pisko papers are arranged as a single series. 
 
 
Indexing terms 
Personal Names 
Pisko, Alfred, 1902-1990. 
Pisko, Emma, 1909-1980. 
 
Topical Terms 
Jews--Austria--Vienna.  
Jews--Germany--Lechenich. 
Jewish refugees--Great Britain. 
World War, 1939-1945--Participation, Jewish. 
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Geographic Names 
Great Britain--Emigration and immigration--History.  
United States--Emigration and immigration--History. 
 
 

 
CONTAINER LIST 

 
Series 1: Alfred and Emma Pisko papers, 1938-1980 
 

Folder Title 
1 of 3 Pisko, Alfred, 1939-1967 
2 of 3 Pisko, Emma, 1938-1947 
3 of 3 Pisko, Alfred and Emma, 1940, 1980 
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