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Descriptive summary 
 
 
Title:  Hauptmann family papers 
 
Dates:  1932-1994 (bulk 1946-1967) 
 
Accession number:  2018.428.2 
 
Creator: Hauptmann (Family : Boryslav, Ukraine) 
 
Extent:  9 folders 
 
Repository:  United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place SW,  
Washington, DC 20024-2126 
 
Abstract: The collection documents the post-war experiences of Ignaz, Etta, and Karolina Hauptmann, 
including their life in the Ulm displaced persons camp from 1946-1949, immigration to the United States 
in 1949, and testimony in the trial against SS Officer Friedrich Hildebrandt. Included are Ulm DP camp 
identification cards, Karolina’s report cards, affidavits and testimony about the family’s Holocaust 
experiences, restitution paperwork, declarations of intention and naturalization certificates, documents 
and correspondence related to Ignaz and Etta’s testimony during the Bremen county trial against 
Friedrich Hildebrandt, and a transcript of an interview with Etta by her granddaughter Jessica Wilner 
Pollard. Additionally, there are photographs documenting Etta and Ignaz in pre-war Borysław, Poland 
(Boryslav, Ukraine), the Ulm DP camp, and aboard the USAT General Stuart Heintzelman on their way to 
the United States in 1949. 
 
Languages: Polish, German, Hebrew, Yiddish, English 
 
 
Administrative Information  
 
Access:  Collection is open for use, but is stored offsite.  Please contact the Reference Desk more than 
seven days prior to visit in order to request access. 
 
Reproduction and use:  Collection is available for use.  Material may be protected by copyright.  Please 
contact reference staff for further information.   
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Preferred citation:  (Identification of item), Hauptmann family papers (2018.428.2), United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, Washington, DC 
 
Acquisition information:  The collection was donated to the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum 
by Carol Wilner in 2018. An accretion was also donated in 2018. The collections previously numbered 
2018.428.1 and 2018.491.1 have been incorporated into this collection. 
 
Separated material: An oral history interview conducted with Etta Hauptman is also available (RG-
90.028.0001: 2018.491.2) 
 
Related archival materials: The USC Shoah Foundation has oral history interviews conducted with Etta 
Hauptman and her daughter Carol Wilner. 
 
Accruals:  Accruals may have been received since this collection was first processed, see archives catalog 
at collections.ushmm.org for further information. 
 
Processing history:  Adam Fielding, March 2019 
 
Biographical note 
Etta Hauptmann (née Federbusch, 1907-1996) was born on 13 September 1907 in Borysław, Poland 
(Boryslav, Ukraine) to Chaim and Krania (née Herschdörfer, d. 1934) Federbusch. She had five brothers: 
Eli, Wolf, Moshe, Israel, and Issac; and one sister: Yetl. Her family was poor and her father worked as a 
butcher. After the start of World War II, Borysław fell under the Soviet zone of occupation. The following 
spring Etta married Ignaz (Israel) Hauptmann (b. 24 October 1900 in Borysław to Wolf and Taube 
Hauptmann) on 15 March 1940. Ignaz studied art in Vienna and then returned home to Borysław. Their 
daughter Karolina (later Carol Wilner) was born on 7 March 1941. 
 
On 1 July 1941, following the German invasion of the Soviet Union, German troops occupied Borysław.  
The following day, local Ukrainians staged a pogrom killing some 300 Jews. Ignaz and Etta’s brothers 
escaped by fleeing to the woods. They returned the following day after the violence had subsided. Soon 
after the Germans established a ghetto in the town. Etta managed to maintain some contact with non-
Jewish friends and bartered her remaining belongings for milk for the baby. In November German troops 
rounded up and killed some 1500 Jews including most of Etta’s family. She escaped after having a vision 
of her father instructing her to take the baby and run.  
 
In the ghetto Ignaz worked as a German translator for the Gestapo, which afforded them somewhat 
better conditions. Towards the end of 1942, the Germans converted the ghetto into a slave labor camp. 
Though children were not allowed, Etta smuggled Karolina into the camp in a sack. She and Ignaz built a 
hiding place for their daughter in the ceiling rafters. During the day while everyone was at work, they 
placed the toddler there. She was trained never to make a sound. The family shared their room with 
some other families including the camp doctor and dentist, all of whom helped hide Karolina. Etta gave 
birth a second time to a little boy.  The other prisoners, however, felt it was too dangerous to have a 
newborn there and took the child and killed him. 
 
Karolina remained hidden in the camp until it was liberated by the Russians on 7 August 1944. Soviet 
officials then accused Ignaz of collaboration and arrested him. He was releases a short time later. After 
liberation Etta gave birth to a second boy, Wilhelm (William). After Ignaz’s release, the family then 
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moved to Waldenburg (Walbrzych). In 1946, the family fled west through Czechoslovakia. From there 
they made their way to Germany and eventually arrived at the Ulm displaced persons camp. There Ignaz 
studied bookkeeping in an ORT school (Organization for Rehabilitation through Training), and Etta 
learned to become a seamstress. Through the Red Cross, they found a nephew living in Washington DC 
and decided to immigrate to the United States. They left Germany out of Bremerhaven via the USAT 
General Stuart Heintzelman and arrived in New York on 14 August 1949. In the 1960s, Ignaz gave an 
affidavit in a war crimes trial in Bremen county against the Nazi commandant in Borysław, Friedrich 
Hildebrandt. The family later changed their last name to Hauptman. 
 
Scope and content of collection 
The collection documents the post-war experiences of Ignaz, Etta, and Karolina Hauptmann, including 
their life in the Ulm displaced persons camp from 1946-1949, immigration to the United States in 1949, 
and testimony in the trial against SS Officer Friedrich Hildebrandt. Included are Ulm DP camp 
identification cards, Karolina’s report cards, affidavits and testimony about the family’s Holocaust 
experiences, restitution paperwork, declarations of intention and naturalization certificates, documents 
and correspondence related to Ignaz and Etta’s testimony during the Bremen county trial against 
Friedrich Hildebrandt, and a transcript of an interview with Etta by her granddaughter Jessica Wilner 
Pollard. Additionally, there are photographs documenting Etta and Ignaz in pre-war Borysław, Poland 
(Boryslav, Ukraine), the Ulm DP camp, and aboard the USAT General Stuart Heintzelman on their way to 
the United States in 1949. 
 
System of arrangement 
The collection is arranged as a single series. 
 
Folders are arranged alphabetically and documents are arranged chronologically. 
 
Indexing terms 
Person: 
Hauptmann, Etta, 1907-1966. 
Hauptmann, Ignaz, 1900- 
Wilner, Carol, 1941- 
Hildebrandt, Friedrich, 1898- 
 
Corporate: 
Ulm Sedan Kaserne (Displaced persons camp) 
 
Topical Subject: 
Holocaust, Jewish (1939-1945)--Reparations. 
Refugees, Jewish--Germany. 
Displaced persons camps. 
Holocaust Jewish (1939-1945)--Poland. 
 
Geography: 
Boryslav (Ukraine) 
Ulm (Germany) 
United States--Emigration and immigration. 
 
Genre/Form: 
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Photographs. 
Affidavits. 

CONTAINER LIST 
 

Folder Title 
1 of 9 Affidavits and testimony, 1949-1956 
2 of 9 Hauptmann, Etta: Identification papers, 1948-1949 
3 of 9 Hauptmann, Etta: Interview transcript, 1994 
4 of 9 Hauptmann, Ignaz: Identification papers, 1947-1949 
5 of 9 Hauptmann, Karolina: Identification papers, 1947-1949 
6 of 9 Hildebrandt, Friedrich trial, 1964-1967 
7 of 9 Immigration, 1949-1955 
8 of 9 Photographs, 1932-1949 
9 of 9 Restitution, 1949-1965 
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