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Abstract: The German Jewish Aid Committee collection documents the committee’s efforts to help 
Jewish refugees from Nazi Germany obtain English visas. The collection primarily includes the 
correspondence of committee representative Fritz Goldschmidt with refugees from Frankfurt am Main, 
Essen, Cologne, the Kitchener Camp for Refugees, and other locations. The collection comprises letters, 
postcards, and supporting documentation revealing the bureaucratic difficulties of receiving visas; 
efforts to obtain supporting funds from banks, organizations, and private business owners; and the 
stories of the applicants. Some letters refer to the children of the applicants and document 
transfer of guarantees, confirmation of foster families, and the transfer of children to England. The 
collection also includes a German Jewish Aid Committee pamphlet describing how the committee 
supported young men coming to Great Britain under a trainee program. 
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Administrative history 
The German Jewish Aid Committee was founded as the Jewish Refugees Committee in 1933 by the 

Jewish Banker Otto Schiff under the aegis of the Central British Fund for the Relief of German Jewry. Its 

purpose was to assist Jews to escape from Nazi Germany to England. At first, the organization took 

upon itself the costs of arranging for the admission of refugees to England and their maintenance, 

training, and employment. After the Kristallnacht, the number of immigrants was more than the 

organization could support and it almost collapsed. Since there was no assistance on the part of 

the English government, the representatives of the organization were forced to find businessmen, 

donors and families who could undertake the support of the refugees. 

 

Scope and content of collection  
The German Jewish Aid Committee collection documents the committee’s efforts to help Jewish 
refugees from Nazi Germany obtain English visas. The collection primarily includes the correspondence 
of committee representative Fritz Goldschmidt with refugees from Frankfurt am Main, Essen, Cologne, 
the Kitchener Camp for Refugees, and other locations. The collection comprises letters, postcards, and 
supporting documentation revealing the bureaucratic difficulties of receiving visas; efforts to obtain 
supporting funds from banks, organizations, and private business owners; and the stories of the 
applicants. Some letters refer to the children of the applicants and document transfer of guarantees, 
confirmation of foster families, and the transfer of children to England. The collection also includes a 
German Jewish Aid Committee pamphlet describing how the committee supported young men coming 
to Great Britain under a trainee program. 
 
 
System of arrangement  
The German Jewish Aid Committee collection is arranged alphabetically. 
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1.1 Adler, Else, 1939 

1.2 Bachrach, Hermann, 1938-1939 

1.3 Birk, Theodor, 1939 

1.4 Bloch, Adolph and Nathan, 1939 

1.5 Blumenthal, T., 1939 

1.6 Bodenheimer, Heinrich, 1939 

1.7 Brückheimer, Max, 1939 

1.8 Bruckmann, Berthold, 1939 

1.9 Carol, Ludwig, 1939 

1.10 Driels, Hartwig, 1939 

1.11 Ehrmann, 1939 

1.12 Eichenwald, Ernst, 1939 

1.13 Frohlich, Lotar, 1939 

1.14 Gibianski, Max, 1939 

1.15 Grünebaum, Berthold, 1939 

1.16 Grünewald, Edmund, 1930 

1.17 Gutmann, Adolf, 1939 

1.18 Hamburger, Ernst, 1938-1939 

1.19 Heimann, Elsbeth, 1939 

1.20 Heinemann, Max, 1939 

1.21 Hes, Recha and Meyer, 1939 

1.22 Hes, Renata, 1939 

1.23 Hubert, Leo, Hedwig, and Selmar, 1939 

1.24 Kampler, Wolf, 1939 

1.25 Katz, Jenny and Leopold, 1939 

1.26 Katzenberg, Isaac, 1939 

1.27 Katzenstein, 1939 

1.28 Kaufherr, Ida and Bertha, 1939 

1.29 Kaufmann, Karl, 1939 

1.30 Ketsch, L., 1939 

1.31 Lehmann, Hermann, 1939 

1.32 Leopold, Martha, 1939 

1.33 Linz, L., 1939 

1.34 Lobbenberg, Werner, 1939 

1.35 Mayer, Sally, 1939 

1.36 Schwarzchild, Hilde, 1939 

1.37 Mantel, Max, 1939 

1.38 Mondschein, Karl and Hilda, 1939 

1.39 Neuberger, Esther, 1939 

1.40 Norden, Martin, 1938-1939 

1.41 Nussbaum, Berthold, 1939 



1.42 Oppenheim, 1939 

2.1 Reis, Ludwig, 1939 

2.2 Reschke, Max, 1939 

2.3 Rosenbaum, Julius, 1939 

2.4 Rosendahl, Ilse, 1939 

2.5 Rosenthal, Martin, 1939 

2.6 Rothschild, 1939 

2.7 Schneider, Malka and Noah, 1939 

2.8 Schuster, Emanuel, 1939 

2.9 Seelig, Marie, 1939 

2.10 Sichel, 1939 

2.11 Stein, Artur, 1939 

2.12 Stein, 1939 

2.13 Strauss, Max, 1939 

2.14 Van Baagh, S., 1939 

2.15 Van Leemoen, S., 1939 

2.16 Weinberg, Salli, 1939 

2.17 Windmüller, Hugo, 1939 

2.18 Wolf, Moritz and Sophie, 1939 

2.19 Pamphlet, circa 1939 

 


