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Descriptive summary

Title: Rattner and Breindler families papers

Dates: 1929-1971

Accession number: 2018.626.1

Creator: Rattner (Family : Vienna, Austria)

Additional creator: Breindler (Family : Vienna, Austria)
Extent: 0.5 linear foot (9 folders)

Repository: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place SW,
Washington, DC 20024-2126

Abstract: The Rattner and Breindler families papers consist of biographical materials and
correspondence documenting the families of Beno Rattner and Edith Breindler in Vienna, the couple’s
lives and marriage in England, and their parents’ unsuccessful efforts to emigrate. Biographical materials
include Beno’s German passport, two of Edith’s British passports, birth and registration records, Beno's
World War Il military papers, and certificates documenting the deportation of Beno’s parents. Most of
the correspondence is addressed to Beno and Edith in England from their parents in Vienna. The letters
ask for updates about their children’s lives in England, provide news about life in Vienna, and share
information about continuing emigration efforts.

Languages: German, English

Administrative Information

Access: Collection is open for use, but is stored offsite. Please contact the Reference Desk more than
seven days prior to visit in order to request access.

Reproduction and use: Collection is available for use. Material may be protected by copyright. Please
contact reference staff for further information.
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Preferred citation: Rattner and Breindler families papers (2018.626.1), United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum Archives, Washington, DC

Acquisition information: Rachel, Ellen, and David Goldbrenner donated the Rattner and Breindler
families papers to the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in 2018.

Separated material: Rachel, Ellen, and David Goldbrenner also donated a British military Eastern
Command bulldog patch to the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum.

Processing History: Julie Schweitzer, July 2019

Biographical note

Beno Rattner (1912-1993) was born August 8, 1912 to Moses (1885-1942) and Rosa Rattner (1891-
1942). Documents list his birthplace at either Stanislau, Poland (now Ivano-Frankivsk, Ukraine) or
Vienna, Austria. He made his way to England and enlisted in the British Army in May 1940. Beno met
and married Edith Breindler in England in 1940, immigrated to Canada around 1947, and settled in
Montreal. His parents were deported from Vienna on April 27, 1942 to Wiodawa, near the Sobibor
killing center, on transport number 27 and never returned. The transport was initially destined for
Izbica. Most of the Jewish deportees from this transport were murdered at the Sobibor or Belzec killing
centers in June and October 1942.

Edith Rattner (1920-2004) was born Edith Breindler on May 20, 1920 in Vienna to Rubin (1884-1942) and
Anna Breindler (1896-1942). Edith and her sisters Jenny and Sonja were sent to England on a
Kindertransport and worked as domestics. Rubin and Anna Breindler were deported from Vienna on
May 12, 1942 to the Izbica ghetto in Lublin District on transport number 20 and never returned. Most of
the Jewish deportees from this transport were murdered at the Belzec killing center in June and October
1942.

Scope and content of collection

The Rattner and Breindler families papers consist of biographical materials and correspondence
documenting the families of Beno Rattner and Edith Breindler in Vienna, the couple’s lives and marriage
in England, and their parents’ unsuccessful efforts to emigrate. Biographical materials include Beno’s
German passport, two of Edith’s British passports, birth and registration records, Beno’s World War |l
military papers, and certificates documenting the deportation of Beno’s parents. Most of the
correspondence is addressed to Beno and Edith in England from their parents in Vienna. The letters ask
for updates about their children’s lives in England, provide news about life in Vienna, and share
information about continuing emigration efforts.

System of arrangement
The Rattner and Breindler families papers are arranged in two series:

Series 1: Biographical materials, 1929-1971
Series 2: Correspondence, circa 1937-1942
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Indexing terms
Personal Names

Rattner, Beno, 1912-1995.
Rattner, Edith, 1920-2004.

Topical Terms

Jews--Austria--Vienna.

Jewish refugees--England.

Kindertransports (Rescue operations)--England.

Geographic Names
Vienna (Austria)

London (England)

Genre Terms
Correspondence.

CONTAINER LIST

Series 1: Biographical material, 1929-1971

Folder

1-2 of 9 Rattner, Beno, 1929-1930, 1939-1947

30f9 Rattner, Edith, 1947, 1971

40f9 Rattner, Moses and Rosa, 1951

Series 2: Correspondence, circa 1937-1942

Folder

50f9 1937
6 of 9 1939
7 of 9 1940

8of9 Undated, circa 1939-1942

90f9 Envelopes, 1939
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