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Descriptive summary

Title: Henry Rosenthal papers
Dates: 1938-1997 and undated
Accession number: 2019.556.1
Creator: Rosenthal, Henry (b. 1926)
Extent: 6 folders

Repository: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place SW,
Washington, DC 20024-2126

Abstract: The Henry Rosenthal papers include biographical material, correspondence, immigration
documents, and restitution material relating to Henry’s wartime experience being sent to an orthodox
orphanage in Cologne after Kristallnacht and immigrating to the United States in 1941.

Languages: German, English

Administrative Information

Access: Collection is open for use, but is stored offsite. Please contact the Reference Desk more than
seven days prior to visit in order to request access.

Reproduction and use: Collection is available for use. Material may be protected by copyright. Please
contact reference staff for further information.

Preferred citation: (Identification of item), Henry Rosenthal papers (2019.556.1), United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, Washington, DC.

Acquisition information: Henry Rosenthal donated the Henry Rosenthal papers to the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum in 2019.

Related Material: Henry Rosenthal also donated a prayer book (2019.556.2) and linens in 2019.
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Accruals: Accruals may have been received since this collection was first processed, see archives catalog
at collections.ushmm.org for further information.

Processing history: Morgan Voth, October 2021

Biographical note
Henry Rosenthal (born Heinz) was born on October 5, 1926 in Erkenschwick, Germany to Georg

Rosenthal (b. 1894) and Hedwig Rosenthal (Hete?, née Auerbach, b. 1891 to Simon and Julchen
Auerbach). Georg was born in 1894 in Oeventrop, Germany to Louis Rosenthal (1864-1915) and Emma
Ransenberg (1864-1942) and was a World War | veteran and salesman. Georg had three sisters: Klara
Rosenthal (b. 1893), Emmi Rosenthal (b. 1896), and Elly Raphael (b. 1901). After Kristallnacht, Henry was
sent to live in an orthodox orphanage in Cologne where he attended school. Henry then traveled to
Frankfurt in 1941 to obtain an American visa and leave Germany. He took a train from Germany to
Spain, through France, and left from Barcelona aboard the SS Ciudad de Sevilla for the United States.

In August 1941 he arrived in New York and with the help of HIAS (Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society), he
was placed with the Rosenberg family, a Russian Jewish family in Atlanta. Henry lived with the family for
two years until he enlisted in the United States Army. In 1944 he returned to New York until the 1970s.
Henry married Mildred Black (1923-2002) in 1941 and had three children: Heather Maigod, Gail
Rosenberg, and Hope Fine. Henry was told that when his father, Georg, arrived at Auschwitz and after
being separated from his wife he committed suicide. Henry 's mother, Hedwig, perished in Auschwitz
and Georg's mother, Emma, perished in Theresienstadt.

Scope and content of collection

The Henry Rosenthal papers include biographical material, correspondence, immigration documents,
and restitution material relating to Henry’s wartime experience being sent to an orthodox orphanage in
Cologne after Kristallnacht and immigrating to the United States in 1941.

Biographical material includes documentation of birth for Henry, registry changes noting Hedwig’s date
of death, a report card for Henry, a photograph of Georg and Hedwig in front of their store in Germany,
a newspaper clipping about Henry volunteering in America, a copy of a photograph of a headstone for
members of the Rosenthal family, and a photocopy of the front page of Henry’s German passport
(Reisepass).

Correspondence includes letters to Henry from his parents, George and Hedwig, and from other family
members and friends, including Elizabeth Raphael, Emmi, Julius, Johanna Auerbach, Clara, Rosa, and
Bartha. Also included are a few letters from Henry to his parents and German and British Red Cross
communication with messages for family members and inquiries regarding the status of family
members.

Immigration material includes correspondence from the American Consulate regarding Henry’s
application for a visa, police registration forms, a signed note from Georg and Hedwig giving permission
for their son to immigrate, a tax clearance certificate, and a notice and instructions for transport.

Restitution documents include bank receipts, correspondence, applications, and a letter from the Claims
Conference Article 2 Fund.
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System of arrangement
The Henry Rosenthal papers is arranged as six folders.

Indexing terms
Person:

Rosenthal, Henry.
Rosenthal, Georg.
Rosenthal, Hedwig.

Topical Subject:

Holocaust, Jewish (1939-1945)

Kristallnacht, 1938.

Germany--Emigration and immigration--History--1933-1945.

Geography:

Germany.

United States--Emigration and immigration--History.
Genre/Form:

Correspondence.
Photographs.

CONTAINER LIST

Series 1: Henry Rosenthal papers, 1938-1997 and undated

Folder Title

lof6 Biographical material, 1938-1950 and undated

2-4of 6 | Correspondence, 1941-1947

50f6 Immigration, 1941

6 of 6 Restitution, 1941-1997
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