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Scope and content of collection 
Consists of arrest reports as well as reports on other Gestapo activities such as raids and persons killed 

while trying to escape. The reasons for the arrests are included in the reports and include 
printing illegal material, spreading atrocity reports, suspicion of espionage, illegal possession of 
weapons, membership/leadership in illegal organizations, and being a Communist, foreigner, or 
Jew. Also included are reorganization plans for the Sipo Hauptamt in January 1938 and the 
whole Reichsministrium in July 1941. 

 
Note: USHMM Archives holds only selected records. 

 
 
Administrative Information  
 
Restrictions on access:  No restrictions on access. 
 
Restrictions on reproduction and use:  Reproduction and publication only with written permission of 

the Russian State Military Archives. 
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Preferred citation:  Preferred citation for USHMM archival collections; consult the USHMM website 

for guidance. 
 
Acquisition information: Source of acquisition is the Russian State Military Archive (Rossiĭskiĭ 

gosudarstvennyĭ voennyĭ arkhiv), Osobyi Archive, Fond 720. The United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum Archives received the filmed collection via the United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum International Archival Programs Division in 1993, and accretion in 2002. 

 
Existence and location of originals: Rossiĭskiĭ gosudarstvennyĭ voennyĭ arkhiv 
 
Related materials:  

 Fishman, D. E. and Kupovetsky, M, Kuzelenkov, V. (ed.), Nazi-Looted Jewish Archives in Moscow. 
A guide to Jewish Historical and Cultural Collections in the Russian State Military Archive. 
Scranton: University of Scranton Press 2010. Published in association with the United States 
Holocaust memorial Museum and The Jewish Theological Seminary. 

 http://www.sonderarchiv.de/fonds/fond0720.pdf [accessed 11 September 2018] 

 Browder, G. C. Captured German and other Nation's Documents in the Osobyi (Special) Archive, 
Moscow. Published by: Cambridge University Press on behalf of Conference Group for Central 
European History of the American Historical Association. Internet access: 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/4546224 [accessed 11 September 2018] 

 http://www.sonderarchiv.de/fondverzeichnis.htm [accessed 11 September 2018] 
 
Processing history: Processed by Aleksandra Borecka, 2018. Finding aid revised by Ron Coleman, 

2019. 
 
 
System of arrangement 
Fond 720 (1821-1945). Opis 1-9; Dela 14,376. Arranged in twelve series: 1. Correspondence with 

German administration, reports, and newspaper clippings; 2. Reports on economic and political 
situation in the USSR, Poland and Baltic States, and on activities of the Gestapo; 3. Structure and 
business plans of the Ministry of Internal Affairs; 4. Personal files of the Ministry staff; 5. 
Documents on the KPD, the Socialist Workers International, and political situation; 6. Circulars, 
correspondence of the Reich Ministry of Interior; 7. Minutes of negotiations on the 
implementation of the Munich Agreement; 8. Files of the Reich Ministry of Interior employees 
(Abepthum-Zwicker); 9. Files of the Reich Ministry of Interior employees (Nieden-Nußbaum); 10. 
Financial records; 11. Personal files of the Reich Ministry of Interior staff (von Bischoffshausen-
Zernicke); 12. Information bulletins, police reports, naturalization documents, administration 
and legislation records. 

 
Note: USHMM Archives holds only selected records. 

 
Note: Microfilm reels: #91 [near the end]-92, Accretion: Reel #385-393 

 
Indexing terms 

Germany. Reichsministerium des Innern. 
World War, 1939-1945--Atrocities--Germany. 
Jews--Persecutions--Germany--History--20th century. 

http://www.sonderarchiv.de/fonds/fond0720.pdf
http://www.jstor.org/stable/4546224
http://www.sonderarchiv.de/fondverzeichnis.htm
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Antisemitism--Germany--History--20th century. 
Police administration--Germany--History--20th century. 
Communists--Germany--History--20th century. 
Holocaust 
Germany--Politics and government--1918-1945. 
Europe--Politics and government--20th century. 
Europe--History--German occupation, 1939-1945. 
Bulletins. 
Clippings (Books, newspapers, etc.) 
Correspondence. 
Registers. 
Reports. 

 
 

CONTAINER LIST 
 
Note: Some descriptions have been machine translated from Russian, and therefore some proper nouns 

and names may have been mistranslated. 
 
 
Reel 91 
 

Fond 720, opis 1 
 
109 Meldungen des GeStapA (Geheimen Staatspolizeiamts). 3 August - 9 September 1933. 

Summaries of all Pr. Gestapo actions, arrests, raids, "shot while trying to escape," etc. 
Occasional mention of Jews. 397 pp. Folder begins at image 2179 

 
 Gestapo reports, mostly about Communists and Marxists, from Berlin and other 

localities. There are also reports from abroad. 1933. 
 
 
Reel 92 

 
Fond 720, opis 1 
 
109 (Continued.) Folder begins at image 6 
 
 Additional Gestapo reports, as well as arrest reports, with causes: insult of Chancellor 

[Hitler] and government; printing and distributing illegal material; spreading atrocity 
reports; suspicion of espionage; communist activities; foreigners; murders (murder of 
Horst Wessel); illegal possession of weapons; preparing to commit high treason; refusal 
to give "German salute" (i.e. "Heil Hitler"). [All reports are in duplicate.] 

 
110 Tagesmeldung des GeStapAs. 16 April - 23 April 1934. Synagogue file. Illegal activity of 

Jehovah's Witnesses. Sentence of Jehovah's Witnesses. International Bibelforscher 
Union for activities. Jews. 47 pp. Folder begins at image 252 
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 More Gestapo arrest and other reports, including arrest of central communist leadership 

(April 1934); clashes between Catholic youth groups and Hitler Youth; reports about 
Catholic anti-state activities; Jehovah's Witnesses, and various anti-state pastoral 
letters. 1934. 

 
Fond 720, opis 7 
 
221 Geschäftsverteilungsplan d. RMdI, 5 July 1941. Persons responsible for Judenfrage, etc. 

Geschäftsverteilungsplan d. HA Sipo. 1 January 1938. Miscellaneous Orpo organization 
plans. 152 pp. Folder begins at image 576 

 
 Reorganization plan for the Interior Ministry (July 1941); among sections and 

departments are those for "Citizenship and Race," offices for race questions in the 
colonies, the Jewish Question. Included is an organization chart of the Bohemian-
Moravian Protectorate; also, sections dealing with the New Order in the East and the 
New Order in the West; one department dealing with issues in Germany related to the 
war, including an office for POW matters, counterespionage, airraid protection, war 
damages, etc. Another earlier plan deals with organizational matters in the Sipo Main 
office (as of January 1938). It lists Reinhold Heydrich as Sipo Chief, and Chief of the 
Political Police. There are departments for Catholic and Protestant churches, emigrees, 
Jews, Freemasons, and a section on Protetive Custody and Concentration Camps, headed 
by Müller. Other organizational material deals with the Orpo and gendarmerie, and lists 
Heydrich also as Chief of the Kripo (Criminal Police). 1936-1941. 

 
Reel 385 
 

Fond 720, opis 1 
 
15 Correspondence with the Ministry of the Interior of Prussia and the police about the 

political situation in the Rhineland. 1933-1934. Folder begins at image 6 
 
18 Correspondence with the Ministry of the Interior of Bavaria and newspaper clippings 

about the political situation in Bavaria. 1929-1933. Folder begins at image 423 
 
19 Correspondence with the Ministry of the Interior of Bavaria and the police, clippings 

from German newspapers about the political situation in Bavaria. 1933. Folder begins at 
image 968 

 
21 Correspondence with the Ministry of the Interior of Saxony and the police about the 

political situation in Saxony. 1933. Folder begins at image 1411 
 
22 Correspondence with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Württemberg Political Police 

Department, and the Ministry of Justice about the investigation of murder cases, insults 
of foreigners, communications of German workers' organizations with foreign ones, and 
related matters. 1933-1934. Folder begins at image 2024 

 
Reel 386 
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23 Correspondence with the Ministry of the Interior of Baden, the imperial commissioner 

for public order, clippings from German newspapers about the political situation in 
Baden. 1926-1933. Folder begins at image 6 

 
24 Correspondence with the government of Baden and the Gestapo in Karlsruhe about the 

political situation in Baden. 1933-1935. Folder begins at image 328 
 
25 Correspondence with the government of Baden, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 

Germany, foreign missions and more about the political situation in Baden. 1933-1934. 
Folder begins at image 784 

 
27 Correspondence with the Ministry of the Interior of Thuringia and the police, clippings 

from German newspapers about the political situation in Thuringia. 1932-1935. Folder 
begins at image 932 

 
28 Documents concerning the government of Thuringia and subsidies for the maintenance 

of the Thuringian police force. 1929-1930. Folder begins at image 1524 
 
29 Documents concerning the government of Thuringia and subsidies for the maintenance 

of the Thuringian police force. 1930. Folder begins at image 2138 
 
Reel 387 

 
29 (Continued.) Folder begins at image 7 
 
30 Documents concerning the government of Thuringia and subsidies for the maintenance 

of the Thuringian police force. 1930. Folder begins at image 366 
 
31 Documents concerning the government of Thuringia and subsidies for the maintenance 

of the Thuringian police force. 1930-1931. Folder begins at image 1131 
 
33 Correspondence with the Hamburg branch of the Nazi party, the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs and others about the political situation in the city of Hamburg. 1933-1934. Folder 
begins at image 1952 

 
34 Reports from administrators, firms and other organizations of Mecklenburg, clippings 

from German newspapers about the political situation in Mecklenburg. 1927-1934. 
Folder begins at image 2197 

 
Reel 388 

 
34 (Continued.) Folder begins at image 7 
 
35 Correspondence with the governor of Mecklenburg and Lübeck, the Ministry of the 

Interior of Mecklenburg and others about the political situation in Mecklenburg. 1934. 
Folder begins at image 296 
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36 Correspondence with the government of Schaumburg-Lippe and the police, newspaper 
clippings about the political situation in Schaumburg-Lippe. 1928-1934. Folder begins at 
image 439 

 
37 Reports of the German consulates in Austria and newspaper clippings about the political 

situation in Austria and the activities of the Austrian Nazi party. 1933. Folder begins at 
image 508 

 
38 Police reports on the political situation in Austria. 1935-1937. Folder begins at image 

1107 
 
42 Police reports and clippings from German newspapers about the activities of the Nazi 

assault troops (Sturmabteilung, SA). 1930. Folder begins at image 1253 
 
43 Correspondence with the police department of Baden, ober-president of the Pomerania 

province, clippings from German newspapers about the activities of the Nazi assault 
troops (Sturmabteilung, SA). 1930-1933. Folder begins at image 1694 

 
46 Police reports and clippings of German newspapers about the activities of the Nazi 

assault troops (Sturmabteilung, SA). Folder begins at image 1795 
 
Reel 389 

 
46 Folder begins at image 7 
 
47 Police reports and clippings of German newspapers about the activities of the Nazi 

assault troops (Sturmabteilung, SA). 1931. Folder begins at image 316 
 
48 Police reports and clippings of German newspapers about the activities of the Nazi 

assault troops (Sturmabteilung, SA). 1931-1933. Folder begins at image 1269 
 
49 Police reports and clippings of German newspapers about the activities of the Nazi 

assault troops (Sturmabteilung, SA). 1932.Folder begins at image 1888 
 
50 Police reports on the activities of the Nazi assault troops (Sturmabteilung, SA). Folder 

begins at image 2059 
 
51 Correspondence with the Ministry of the Interior of Prussia about the reimbursement of 

Hitler’s personal guards of damages from automobile accidents. 1934. Folder begins at 
image 2140 

 
52 Minutes of the meetings of the Investigative Committee of the Landestag of Thuringia 

on Frick’s attempt to take Hitler into German citizenship; newspaper clippings about the 
activities of the Nazi representatives in the Thuringian government. 1930-1933. Folder 
begins at image 2181 

 
Reel 390 
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52 (Continued.) Folder begins at image 7 
 
53 Correspondence of the President of the Supreme Court and newspaper clippings about 

the imperial Ministry of the Interior regarding the selection of personnel of the Ministry 
of the Interior of Thuringia. 1930-1931. Folder begins at image 290 

 
54 Clippings from German newspapers about the activities of Nazi organizations outside 

Germany. 1930-1934. Folder begins at image 585 
 
55 Clippings from German newspapers about the activities of Nazi organizations abroad 

and the Heimwehr putsch in Austria. 1931-1933. Folder begins at image 1237 
 
113 Police reports and clippings from German newspapers on the activities of the fascist 

organization 'Werewolf.' 1930-1933. Folder begins at image 1324 
 
115 German newspaper cuttings about the lawsuit against a group in Altona. 1930-1933. 

Folder begins at image 1683 
 
147 Regulations on the activities of the Ministry during World War II. 1940-1943. Folder 

begins at image 1859 
 
Reel 391 

 
147 (Continued.) Folder begins at image 7 
 
 
Fond 720, opis 2 
 
52 Circulars of the security police and "order police" operating in the areas occupied by 

Germany: in Poland, the Baltic States, and Ukraine in July 1941; on official missions of 
police officers, their appointment to new positions, etc .; plan for the distribution of 
responsibilities of the 1st and 2nd strongholds of the 'order police' in the occupied 
areas. 1941. Folder begins at image 473 

 
184 Correspondence with the President of the Police of Berlin, with the President of the 

Police of Breslau, with the Chief of the Police and Security Services of Berlin about the 
movements in the service and assignments to serve in the police department and the 
Gestapo in Berlin and the Prussian Gestapo. 1933-1942. Folder begins at image 786 

 
188 Correspondence with the presidents of the police of Berlin and Leipzig, and with the 

governments of Cologne and Magdeburg, the Ministry of Justice of the city of Berlin and 
other institutions on deprivation of German citizenship and dismissal of persons of 
Jewish origin. 1935-1936. Folder begins at image 1146 

 
189 List of personnel of the officer corps of the security police on July 1, 1936. Folder begins 

at image 1996 
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193 Correspondence with the Ministry of the Interior of Saxony on the consideration of the 
application of Albert Henochsberg of Dresden, regarding his status as a Jew under the 
Reich Citizenship Law. 1938. Folder begins at image 2136 

 
199 Correspondence with various governments in occupied areas about sending German 

employees to work in Polish savings banks and banks and other government 
institutions. 1939-1943. Folder begins at image 2151 

 
Reel 392 

 
199 (Continued.) Folder begins at image 7 
 
205 Correspondence with the governor of Poznan, the union of the savings banks of the 

Warta region, the Registrar President of Magdeburg and other institutions on the 
selection of officials and employees to work in the savings banks of occupied Poland. 
1940-1944. Folder begins at image 415 

 
206 Correspondence with government officials in Warsaw, Litzmannstadt (Łódź), Leipzig, 

Stuttgart and other cities about sending officers, burgomasters and employees from 
Germany to serve in the occupied areas of Poland. 1940-1945. Folder begins at image 
884 

 
247 Lists and information sheets about employees of various ranks and positions of the 

ministry and the main police department in Berlin. 1944. Folder begins at image 1371 
 
268 Information sheets (“Verzeichnis”) about individuals (mostly Jews) deprived of German 

citizenship on the basis of Hitler's law of July 14, 1933; surnames beginning with the 
letter “M.” 1933-1935. Folder begins at image 1500 

 
Reel 393 

 
268 (Continued.) Folder begins at image 7 
 
272 Correspondence with the head of the police department in Berlin, the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs about the deprivation of the rights of German citizenship of a number of 
individuals. 1938-1941. Folder begins at image 152 

 
296 Correspondence with the Main Directorate of the Secret Police, the Prussian Ministry of 

the Interior, the Dresden Bank Office, the Ministry of Industry and Trade on the 
activities of the Polish Export-Import Cooperative 'Rolnik' in Oppeln, the move of the 
board of the Polish Cooperatives Union in Germany from Oppeln to Breslau, and related 
matters. 1937-1940. Folder begins at image 178 

 
 
Fond 720, opis 4 
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212 Report of the major of the security police Kumets to the Minister of the Interior of 
Germany on the colonial-political training of the German police for April 1938 - March 
1939. Folder begins at image 392 

 
213 Report on racial minorities in Germany and in occupied areas, drawn up by the German 

Ministry of Interior. Folder begins at image 443 
 
1569 The text of the agreement between Germany and Czechoslovakia on the transfer to 

Germany of correspondence, maps, plans and other documentation belonging to the 
institutions located in the territory that was ceded to Germany and correspondence 
with the German authorized and the chairman of the commission for the acceptance of 
documents. 1938-1940. Folder begins at image 686 

 
1570 Copies of the minutes of negotiations between the governments of Germany and 

Czechoslovakia on the payment of pensions and benefits to former Czechoslovak 
officials and employees in areas ceded to Germany, and correspondence with the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Finance, and the German governor in Bohemia and Moravia 
on this issue. 1939-1941. Folder begins at image 884 

 
 
Fond 720, opis 7 
 
221 Plans for the distribution of functions between the departments of the Main Directorate 

of the Order Police (1936), the General Directorate of the Security Police (1938) and the 
German Interior Ministry (1941) . 1936-1941. Folder begins at image 1707 

 
 
Fond 720, opis 9 
 
128 Card file for individuals (Jews) stripped of German citizenship; surnames beginning with 

“A.” Folder begins at image 1950 
 
 


