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Administrative Information

Access: No restrictions on access.

Reproduction and use: Publication or copying of more than several documents for a third
party requires the permission of the Zydowski Instytut Historyczny imienia Emanuela Ringelbluma.

Preferred Citation: RG-15.182M, Centralna Zydowska Komisja Historyczna przy Centralnym Komitecie Zydéw w
Polsce, Sygn. 303/XX, 1944-1947. United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, Washington, DC.

Acquisition information: Obtained by a cooperative agreement with the Zydowski

Instytut Historyczny im. Emanuela Ringelbluma, Poland. Forms part of the Claims Conference International
Holocaust Documentation Archive at the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. This archive consists of
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documentation whose reproduction and/or acquisition was made possible with funding from the Conference
on Jewish Material Claims Against Germany.

Accruals: Accruals may have been received since this collection was first processed, see the Archives catalog at
collections.ushmm.org for further information.

Custodial History

Existence and Location of Originals: The original records are held by the Zydowski Instytut Historyczny im.
Emanuela Ringelbluma, ul. Tlomackie 3/5, 00-090 Warsaw, Poland. Tel. 011 48 22 827 92 21. More
information about this repository can be found at www.jewishinstitute.org.pl.

Processing history: Aleksandra B. Borecka
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Biographical Note

The Jewish Historical Commission in the post-war Poland was established in August 1944 in Lublin. Its main
objectives were: to collect accounts and other materials related to the martyrdom of Jews during the
occupation of Poland. Special Instructions to collect the materials have been made out and printed in 1945.
Collected accounts and other materials incorporated various fields and subjects: death camps, ghettos,
concentration camps, martyrdom of children, the policy of the occupant toward Jews, the resistance
movement, partisans, the Jews hiding on the “Aryan side”, culture and art during the occupation, etc. The
Commission was relocated to tddz in 1945 and its name was changed to the Central Jewish Historical
Commission. Its branches emerged in Biatystok, Katowice, Krakéw, Lublin, Przemysl, Warsaw, Wroctaw and
other towns. The most largest and substantial items were the collection of accounts (4,300 in 1949, over 7,200
at present) and the the first part of the Ringelblum Archive found in 1946. Also diaries and memoirs, poetry,
pieces of music, photographs, maps, paintings and sculptures were collected. Now days they make up the
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archival holdings of the Jewish Historical Institute and its Museum in Warsaw. The Central Jewish Historical
Commission used to conduct scientific research and prepare source material for publication. Several dozen
were published till 1947. The Central Committee of the Jews in Poland decided on changing the Commission
into the Jewish Historical Institute in 1947 and locate it in 5 Ttomackie Street.

Scope and Content of Collection

Contains correspondence, certificates and agreements, minutes, reports, instructions and questionnaires for
conducting interviews with Holocaust victims, name lists of war criminals and their victims, lists of Jewish
doctors in £todz Ghetto, and many other lists related to Jews in particular cities or villages; lectures, notes and
memos, relating to many activities of the Central Jewish Historical Commission at the Central Committee of the
Jews in Poland (CKZP). One of most important part of correspondence constitute letters and supporting
documentation relating to war crimes, war criminals and their victims, sent to many organization mainly to
Ministry of Justice, Main Commission for Investigation of German Crimes, and the Supreme National Tribunal.

System of Arrangement

The system of arrangement of the source repository has been preserved in the microfilmed reels. Arranged in
seven series: 1. Organizational materials (statutes, orders, circular letter, minutes, work plans, reports,
correspondence, certificates and agreements)

2. Documents relating to publication (reports, reviews, preliminary costs, bills, copies of publications)

3. Instructions and questionnaires for conducting testimonies

4. Historical materials (name lists of victims, catalogs of archival records as testimonies, diaries, and
photographs, Jewish newspapers, articles, correspondence sent to Nuremberg tribunal, lectures, radio
broadcasts, tables and specifications, notes and memos)

5. Branch offices of CKZP (Bedzin, Biatystok, Bielsko, Bydgoszcz, Bytom, Czestochowa, Dzierzoniéw, Gliwice,
Katowice, Kielce, Krakdéw, Kutno, Lublin, £édz, Przemysl, Radom, Sosnowiec, Szczecin, Torun, Watbrzych,
Warszawa

6. The Society of CKZP friends (statutes, protocols and minutes, reports, materials of propaganda, personnel
matters, correspondence)

7. Archives of the Provincial Historical Commissions of Katowice, Krakow, Warsaw, Wroctaw.

Indexing Terms

Centralny Komitet Zydéw w Polsce.

Centralna Zydowska Komisja Historyczna przy Centralnym Komitecie Zydéw w Polsce.
Holocaust survivors--Poland--Registers.

World War, 1939-1945--Atrocities--Poland.

Jews —Poland--History--20th century.
Jews--Persecutions--Poland--History--Sources.
Jews--Legal status, laws, etc.--Poland--History--Sources.
War criminals.

Registers.

Testimonies.

Minutes.

Questionnaires.

Certificates.

Lectures.

Articles.
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CONTAINER LIST

Reel Archival files numbers:
1 1-41

2 42-60

3 61-80

4 81-88

5 89-93

6 94-108
7 109-128
8 129-144
9 145-155
10 156-166
11 167-192
12 193-202
13 203-207
14 208-228
15 229-243
16 244-267
17 268-286
18 287-333
19 334-372
20 373-428
21 429-458
22 459-477
23 478-490
24 491-502
25 503-513
26 514-521
27 522-535
28 536-570
29 571-608

Note: Inventory is in Polish and English. Compailed at the Zydowski Instytut Historyczny im. Emanuela
Ringelbluma w Warszawie, Poland, by Monika Natkowska. Translations from Yiddish: Martyna Rusiniak, Joanna
Nalewajko-Kulikov; list of CZKH publications by Urszula Grygier.

See additional documents, Polish inventory and its English transaltion:

RG-15.182M_02_PI; RG-15.182M_03_En.

See also ZIH Archives Web Page at: http://www.jhi.pl/archiwum/zbiory archiwum
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