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Title:  Miscellaneous Records Relating to Prisoner of War Camps in Germany, 1940-1945. 
 
Extent:  3 microfilm reels  
 
Provenance:  The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives ordered the microfilmed 
collection from the National Archives and Records Administration Publication Number T-84 in early 
July 2004. The collection was received later that month. 
 
Restrictions on access:  No restrictions on access. 
 
Restrictions on use:  Restrictions on use. Fair use only. 
 
Organization and arrangement:  Arrangement is thematic. 
 
Language:  German, with some French. 
 
Preferred citation:  Standard citation for the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Collections 
Division, Archives Branch. Cite the National Archives and Records Administration as holder of 
originals. 
 
Scope and content:  Contains prisoner of war (POW) camp reports prepared or collected by the German 
Red Cross regarding Allied POWs in German captivity. Most pertain to the needs and available supplies 
of religious, cultural, and recreational materials and facilities. Also contains correspondence of the 
German Red Cross that relates to various Allied civilian and military personnel held as political 
prisoners in German concentration camps and the mail that they were permitted to receive. Included is 
correspondence exchanged with other national branches of the International Red Cross and with SS, 
Gestapo, and concentration camp authorities. 
 
Inventory: 
Reel 1: 
 
A folder in the general collection of the Lagerberichte (camp reports) prepared or collected by the 
German Red Cross concerning the status of specific categories of POWs in German custody, July 1940-
March 1945; also included are attempts to ascertain the status or fate of missing German servicemen 
possibly located in neutral countries. Included are provisions for the repatriation of designated categories 
of POWs (e.g., French and Belgians of ethnic German origin, Yugoslavs of ethnic Hungarian origin), 
and attempts to ascertain the identities of German military personnel and border guards interned or 
buried in Switzerland. Authorities involved in the correspondence include the International Red Cross, 
the German Armed Forces High Command, and the German embassy in Bern, Switzerland. Arranged by 
subject, the folder is closely related and complementary to the subsequent folders of Lagerberichte. 
About 130 frames, starting at approximately frame number 5. 
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Lagerberichte prepared or collected by the German Red Cross, mostly pertaining to the status of French 
and, to a lesser degree, Belgian POWs in Germany, September 1940-October 1944. This folder consists 
mostly of subject correspondence rather than camp reports. Included are discussions with German 
military authorities on conditions for the release or repatriation of POWs, correspondence and French 
newspaper clippings on the release of specific categories and numbers of POWs (e.g., wounded or 
injured, medical personnel and students, those of non-French ethnic origins, former residents of the 
Dieppe region returned for the positive behavior of the inhabitants during the Dieppe Raid), and 
deliberations among German authorities on the advisability of releasing POWs in exchange for civilian 
laborers. Also included is correspondence pertaining to individual POW case files and their candidacy 
for release, copies of the collaborationist newspaper Le Trait d’Union for 2 and 20 May 1943, and the 
direct petition to Hitler from the mothers and wives of St. Ghislain, Belgium, for the release of family 
members. A number of documents are in French. Arranged by general subject and thereunder 
chronologically. About 296 frames, starting at approximately frame number 135.  
 
Lagerberichte prepared or collected by the German Red Cross on the general topic of conditions in 
German camps for Allied POWs during World War II. This folder consists of correspondence 
concerning forwarding mail of POWs, 1943-1945, often comprising only the cover sheet for POW 
letters not found in this folder. Also included is a listing (January 1943) of 77 ethnic Romanians held as 
Soviet POWs, and directives governing the railway transport of wounded POWs, September 1944. 
About 44 frames, starting at approximately frame number 431. 
 
Lagerberichte prepared or collected by the German Red Cross regarding conditions in German camps 
for Allied POWs, 1941-1944. The reposts in these folders, prepared by the International YMCA’s 
Prisoner of War Relief Organization/German Main Office (Kriegsgefangenenhilfe der 
YMCA/Hauptstelle für Deutschland) describe conditions in various Offizierslager (Officer’s Camps, 
abbreviated OFLAG) for Allied officer POWs. The reports primarily document POW needs and 
available supplies for religious, cultural, and recreational activities, including discussions with POW 
camp spokesmen and chaplains. The camps are arranged numerically (including sub-camps and 
associated labor commands) and thereunder chronologically; most reports are dated September 1941-
June 1944. The individual camps included are: 
 
OFLAG II-A through II-E 
OFLAG IV-C and IV-E 
OFLAG V-A, V-B, V-D 
OFLAG VI-B, VI-C, VI-E 
OFLAG VII-B 
OFLAG VIII-C, VIII-E 
OFLAG IX-A/H, IX-A/Z 
OFLAG X-A through X-D 
OFLAG XII-A, XII-B 
OFLAG XIII-B 
OFLAG XXI-B, XXI-C 
OFLAG 64 
About 225 frames, starting at approximately frame number 475. 
 
Reel 2: 
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Lagerberichte prepared or collected by the German Red Cross regarding conditions in German camps 
for Allied POWs, 1941-1944. The reposts in these folders, prepared by the International YMCA’s 
Prisoner of War Relief Organization/German Main Office (Kriegsgefangenenhilfe der 
YMCA/Hauptstelle für Deutschland) describe conditions at regular chronological intervals in the POW 
camps for all nationalities of Allied noncommissioned and enlisted personnel, the Stammlager (more 
commonly known by the acronym STALAG), together with reserve hospitals (Reserve Lazarette) for 
wounded, injured, or sick POWs. The reports are in the form of mimeographed copies, some of which 
are not legible. The reports primarily document POW needs and available supplies for religious, 
intellectual, and recreational activities, including the availability of bibles, hymnals, books, and sports 
equipment. In addition they provide information on the general state of morale within the camps, 
including discussions with POW camp spokesmen and chaplains. For each STALAG there are several 
subordinate camps (e.g., STALAG II-A, II-B. II-C) and their associated labor commands 
(Arbeitskommando); reports are generally available for all of these during the period September 1941-
June 1944, but they are not comprehensive for all camps or for all periods. Reports are arranged 
numerically by STALAG and sub-camp or subordinate command, thereunder in reverse chronological 
order. A listing of the camps and hospitals for which reports are available is as follows: 
 
STALAG I-A and I-B (21 frames) 
STALAG II-A through II-E (46 frames) 
STALAG III-A through III-E (48 frames) 
STALAG IV-A through IV-G (78 frames) 
STALAG V-A through V-E (29 frames) 
STALAG VI-A through VI-K (117 frames) 
STALAG VII-A and VII-B (16 frames) 
STALAG VIII-A through VIII-D (82 frames) 
STALAG IX-A through IX-C (43 frames) 
STALAG X-A through X-C (61 frames) 
STALAG XI-A through XI-B (16 frames) 
STALAG XII-A, XII-B, XII-D, and XII-F (22 frames) 
STALAG XIII-A and XIII-C (6 frames) 
STALAG XVII-A and XVII-B (10 frames) 
STALAG XVIII-A through XVIII-D (15 frames) 
STALAG XX-A and XX-B (69 frames) 
STALAG XXI-A through XXI-E (51 frames) 
STALAG 326, 344, 357, and 383 (15 frames) 
DULAG LUFT 2 (2 frames) 
STALAG LUFT 1 (12 frames) 
STALAG LUFT 3 (34 frames) 
STALAG LUFT 4 and 7 (3 frames) 
STALAG LUFT 6 (11 frames) 
Res. Laz. COSEL (6 frames) 
Res. Laz. ELSTERHORST (10 frames) 
Res. Laz. KÖNIGSWARTHA (6 frames) 
Res. Laz. LINGEN a/EMS (11 frames) 
Res. Laz. STALAG V-A, V-C, VI-G, VIII-A (8 frames) 
Res. Laz. “T,” STALAG IX-A (8 frames) 
Res. Laz. STALAG IX-C (32 frames) 
Res. Laz. STALAG X-B, XI-A, XI-B, XXI-D (11 frames) 
Miscellaneous Res. Laz. (27 frames) 
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Reel 3: 
 
Correspondence folder of the German Red Cross regarding the forwarding of mail to civilian inmates 
and some prisoners of war (POWs) in German concentration camps, September 1941-April 1945. Most 
of the correspondence concerns only administrative aspects of the processing of mail for specific 
categories of inmates (e.g., French POWs, interned Spanish Communists, Jews); many record items 
comprise nothing more than routing slips or receipt vouchers. No items of correspondence of camp 
inmates are found in this folder. Much of the documentation is dated September 1944-March 1945. 
About 173 frames. 
 
Göteborgfahrer correspondence folder of the German Red Cross. Pertains to the legal status (military 
POW vs. Civilian internee) of 12 Norwegians mustered into military service but captured en route home 
from Göteborg, Sweden in April 1940; the correspondence dates from the period March 1943-December 
1944. Included are letters from the Norwegian Red Cross and inquiries of family members or relatives 
relating to specific individuals. About 87 frames, starting at approximately frame number 175.  
 
Untitled correspondence folder of the German Red Cross pertaining to individuals incarcerated in 
Germany, June 1943-March 1945. Most of the correspondence relates to inquiries about French, 
Yugoslav, and Belgian nationals held in German concentration camps, e.g., general policy and 
procedures for the forwarding of Red Cross parcels and mail, and the legal status of specific individuals. 
The correspondence includes that exchanged with other national branches of the Red Cross and with 
such German authorities as the Reichssicherheitshauptamt (RSHA); no correspondence of the 
incarcerated individuals is contained in this folder. Arranged by subject and thereunder chronologically. 
About 126 frames, starting at approximately frame number 262. 
 
Untitled correspondence folder of the German Red Cross pertaining to individuals incarcerated in 
Germany, June 1941-August 1944. Most of the correspondence relates to interned Yugoslavian 
diplomatic personnel and Serbian nationals sent to concentration camps, including requests for the 
whereabouts of specific individuals, clarifications of the legal status of groups of prisoners, and 
procedural matters in the forwarding of mail and goods. In addition, the folder provides some 
information regarding interned Belgian and Norwegian civilian prisoners. Scattered throughout is 
correspondence of other German agencies, including the SS Reichssicherheitshauptamt and the 
Auswärtiges Amt. Arranged for the most part in reverse chronological order. About 75 frames, starting at 
approximately frame number 388. 
 
RK-Vermittlungen für Ausländer in deutsch KZ-Lager correspondence folders of the German Red Cross 
relating to foreign nationals incarcerated within Nazi Germany. The contents of this folder, covering the 
period June 1943-July 1944, consist of inquiries as to the status of Norwegian, Dutch, French, Belgian, 
and Yugoslav nationals interned in concentration camps in Germany and occupied areas. The inquiries 
relate to both individuals and groups held in such camps as Hinzert, Auschwitz, Mauthausen, 
Sachsenhausen, and Dachau, including correspondence with camp administrations (e.g., 
communications from Auschwitz governing the receipt of mail and parcels by camp inmates, January 
1944.) Of particular interest are communications and directives of SS and police authorities delineating 
policy in the release of information about individuals and the amount of contact permitted them with 
outside sources. The same subject matter continues in the subsequent folder (described below). 
Arranged in reverse chronological order. About 124 frames, starting at approximately frame number 
463. 
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Correspondence folder of the German Red Cross that continues the subject content of the proceeding 
folder, i.e., correspondence pertaining to foreign nationals incarcerated in concentration camps in 
Germany and German-occupied areas, December 1938-December 1943. Included is correspondence 
with the Gestapo and individual concentration camp administrations (including Ravensbrück, 
Buchenwald, and Sachsenhausen, as well as some regular prisons) relating to the status of specific 
individuals and groups of various nationalities (Norwegian, Yugoslav, Belgian, French, Polish, and 
Spanish), and statements of policy regarding information requests or offers of winter clothing for 
German and foreign Jews held in concentration camps, December 1938-March 1939. Included are 
communications in French and Spanish, and handwritten letters; arranged for the most part in reverse 
chronological order. About 177 frames, starting at approximately frame number 587. 
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