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Scope and Content: This collection contains information about David Diamant (David Erlich), a Communist 
who remained in Paris during World War II, took part in the Resistance, and after the war worked with the 
UJRE helping Jewish refugees from Poland. It includes documents concerning Jewish immigrants in the 
Communist Party; documents of Jewish volunteers in the Spanish Civil War; the final letters of Jewish 
resistance fighters before their execution; postwar personal files on Polish Jews requesting aid; files on 
children in Communist-sponsored orphanages (Comité central de l'enfance); books from lending libraries 

mailto:reference@ushmm.org


 

 2 

at internment camps for Jews; minutes of the UJRE; collections of the periodical Naïe Presse and its 
French-language successor, La Presse Nouvelle; and typed manuscripts of various versions of Diamant's 
books in Yiddish and French. 
 
 

CONTAINER LIST 
 
 
Reel 1:  

Box 1: Background information on and personal papers belonging to David 
Diamant. Includes his funeral eulogy, correspondence with the United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum, and files concerning the Spanish Civil War and his 
involvement in it.  
 
Box 2: Notes, research, drafts, and preparatory work relating to various David 
Diamant publications. 
 
Box 3: Notes, research, drafts, and preparatory work relating to various David 
Diamant publications. (Continued.) 
 
Box 4: Notes, research, drafts, and preparatory work relating to various David 
Diamant publications. (Continued.) 
 
Box 5: Notes, research, drafts, and preparatory work relating to various David 
Diamant publications. (Continued.) 
 

Reel 2: 
Box 6 Notes, research, drafts, and preparatory work relating to various David 
Diamant publications. (Continued.) 
 
Box 7: Notes, research, drafts, and preparatory work relating to various David 
Diamant publications. (Continued.) 
 
Box 8: Other writings concerning Jewish political and cultural activities. 
 
Box 9: Notes, research, drafts, and preparatory work relating to various David 
Diamant publications.  
 
Box 10: Various writing connected to Jewish cultural life, in particular the 
Yiddish language.  
 

Reel 3: 
Box 11: Information concerning the organization, force readiness, and material 
of the Free French Navy. Also contains information of the French Communist 
Party.  
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Box 12: Information concerning French snipers and resistance fighters and their 
organization, battle plans, and actions in occupied France. Also contains 
information on liberation, immigration and refugee issues, and aid to the 
families of prisoners, deportees, and murdered Jews and Resistance fighters.  
 
Box 13: Information on aid provided to internees and deportees. Also contains 
information on concentration and extermination camps as well as the written 
testimony of Jacqueline Hereil concerning her deportation. 
 
Box 14: Contains information concerning the 40th anniversary celebrations and 
commemorations of V.E. Day, together with material related to deportation and 
resistance commemorations in France.  
 
Box 15: Information concerning political internments and deportation, with 
post-war publications of the International Federation of Resistance Fighters.  
 
Box 16: Post-war publications of the International Federation of Resistance 
Fighters with information on war crimes trials and the post-war French 
Communist Party.  
 
Box 17: Information concerning Jewish post-war social and political life including 
press clippings. Also contains information concerning anti-Semitism in Germany, 
the USSR, and Italy, and information on the persecution of Jews in France and 
Belgium during the war. 
 

Reel 4: 
Box 18:  
Documents pertaining to anti-Semitic legislation during the Vichy regime: police 
activities; anti-Semitic measures against Jewish business; formation of the Union 
Général des Isréalites de France. 
 
Box 19:  
Union Général des Isréalites de France: personnel; correspondence; 
organization; orders; salary tables; name lists; branch cooperation. 
 
Box 20: 
Union Général des Isréalites de France census of Jews organized by department 
(name lists.) 
 
Box 21: 
Union Général des Isréalites de France: personnel name lists; correspondence; 
orders; name lists of Drancy internees; name lists of deportees. 
 
Box 22:  
Union Général des Isréalites de France: name lists of deportees; internees in the 
Southern Zone; humanitarian relief to the camps at Beaune and Pithiviers; legal 
affairs department notes and correspondence. 
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Box 23: 
Various journal articles written by Jews and published in Union Général des 
Isréalites de France publications concerning anti-Jewish legislation and other 
Jewish matters. 
 

Reel 5: 
Box 24: Union Général des Isréalites de France: anti-Semitic measures; the Paris 
appellate court; Jewish lawyers; wearing of the star; various Union Général des 
Isréalites de France publications; correspondence; deportees in Germany; Union 
Général des Isréalites de France judicial service files organized by delegation; 
financial and administrative services division; social service mandate. 
 
Box 25: 
Union Général des Isréalites de France: social services activities; humanitarian 
relief; the Vélodrome d’Hiver roundup; correspondence; notes; reports. 
 
Box 26: 
Union Général des Isréalites de France: administrative board member’s list; 
SIPO-SD relations; interaction with the Commissariat général aux questions 
juives; the Hôpital Rothschild; clandestine Union Général des Isréalites de 
France activities; Jewish resistance; Jewish Communists; relations with the Parti 
Communiste Francais; regional resistance; Jewish contributions to liberation; 
integration of Jews into the Forces Francaise de l’intérieur and the French Army. 
 
Box 27:   
Various Jewish relief organizations active during and after the war: youth 
activities; monthly publications; press activities. 
 
Box 28: Jewish cultural organizations: activities; correspondence; internal 
publications; humanitarian relief efforts. 
 

Reel 6: 
Box 29: Jewish youth organizations: reports; statutes; foundation; 
correspondence; activities. The Jewish Journal Droit et Liberté: organization; 
reports; political tracts; lectures; correspondence; notes from meetings; 
monthly activity reports. 
 
Box 30:  
Union Général des Isréalites de France: human relief; payments for supplies; 
requests for assistance; notes; name lists; questionnaires, and correspondence. 
 
Box 31: 
Comité général de défense des Juifs: correspondence with prisoners of war. 
Union Général des Isréalites de France: correspondence with prisoners of war. 
Coordination of activities between the Comité parisien de liberation  and the 
Comité général de défense des Juifs. Comité général de défense des Juifs: 
organizational flow chart. Comité général de défense des Juifs: members name 
list.  



 

 5 

 
Box 32:  
Comité général de défense des Juifs: financial reports; salary tables; relations 
with the Red Cross, and correspondence. Comité d’unité et de défense des Juifs 
de France: activity reports; correspondence; address book, and questionnaires. 
 
Box 33: 
Comité général de défense des Juifs: operations; reports; condolence letters; 
questionnaires; human relief; circulars; canteens and social centers; employee 
name list and requests for employment. 
 

Reel 7: 
Box 34: 
Comité général de défense des Juifs: reconstruction service operations; 
correspondence, and reports. Comité juif d’action sociale et de reconstruction: 
creation; function; reports; notes; minutes from meetings; activities and 
personnel list. 
 
Box 35: 
Comité général de défense des Juifs: judicial commission; social services; 
correspondence and relations with the Union des Juifs pour la Résistance de 
l’entraide. Relations and coordination between the Comité d’action et de 
défense des immigrés and the Comité d’unité et de défense des Juifs de France.  
 
Box 36: 
Comité général de défense des Juifs: relations with other Jewish organizations; 
correspondence; reports; notes and guidelines. Comité général de défense des 
Juifs: relations with organizations dedicated to Resistance memorilaization. 
Comité général de défense des Juifs: relations with various French ministries 
and their ambassadors. Comité général de défense des Juifs: social relief and 
welfare. 
 
Box 37: 
Comité général de défense des Juifs: activity reports; requests for assistance; 
statistical reports on aid; relations with the American Jewish Joint Distribution 
Committee and coordination of efforts, and research into internees; deportees 
and murdered victims. 
 
Box 38: 
Comité général de défense des Juifs: research into deportees. The Ahlem 
crematorium in Germany. List of people liberated from Drancy. Spoliation 
matters. 
 

Reel 8: 
Box 39: 
Comité général de défense des Juifs: inquiries into spoliation; questionnaires 
related to reclaiming goods; commemorations and memorials. 
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Box 40: 
Union des Juifs pour la Résistance de l’entraide: correspondence; circulars and 
reports concerning Dordogne, name lists of Hungarian and Polish Jews in 
Dordogne. Comité général de défense des Juifs: correspondence; reports; 
circulars; name lists and statistics related to Toulouse; Grenoble; Marseille; 
Nice; Roanne; Montpellier; Pau; Poitiers; Reims; Brive and Haute-Loire. 
 
Box 41:  
Comité général de défense des Juifs: correspondence; reports; circulars; name 
lists and statistics related to Valenciennes; Nancy; Lille; Limoges; Lens; 
Montelimar; Agen; Aix-les-Bains; Périgueux; Limoges; Paris; Lyon; Annecy; Agen; 
Châteauroux; Haute-Loire and Lens. 
 
Box 42: 
Comité général de défense des Juifs: correspondence; reports; circulars; name 
lists and statistics related to Marseille and Périgueux. Comité général de défense 
des Juifs: relations with various local committees. Conseil representative des 
israélites de France: creation of CRIF and its constitution; activities; reports; 
correspondence and notes; activities of various CRIF sub committees.  
 
Box 43: 
Union des femmes juives: activities; reports; correspondence; notes, and 
minutes of meetings. Union des sociétés juives de France: activities; annual 
reports; reports; notes; circulars; annual meeting, and monthly bulletins. 
 

Reel 9: 
Box 44:  
Organization of Polish Jews in France: files; questionnaires; identification photos 
and individual case folders. 
 
Box 45: 
Organization of Polish Jews in France: files; questionnaires; identification photos 
and individual case folders. 
 
Box 46: 
Organization of Polish Jews in France: files; questionnaires; identification photos 
and individual case folders. 
 
Box 47: 
Organization of Polish Jews in France: files; questionnaires; identification photos 
and individual case folders. 
 
Box 48: 
Organization of Polish Jews in France: assistance with obtaining Polish 
passports; files; questionnaires; identification photos and individual case 
folders. 
 

Reel 10: 
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Box 49:  
Organization of Polish Jews in France: activities; notes; research notes; 
correspondence; salary tables for employees, and a report on the situation for 
Jews after the war. 
 
Box 50: 
Organization of Polish Jews in France: human relief; name lists; identification 
photos; oral history testimonies; statistics and press clippings. 
 
Box 51: 
Central Committee for Polish Jews report on the Judenrat and its operation. 
Yiddish language files including correspondence; press clippings; poems; diary 
entries and book reviews. 
 
Box 52: 
Central Committee for Polish Jews report on Lodz with name lists of Jews sent 
there. Alphabetical name lists for deported Polish Jews.  
 
Box 53: 
Central Committee for Polish Jews: Alphabetical name lists for deported Polish 
Jews.  
Relations with the Général Consul of Poland in Paris: correspondence; reports 
and blank visa questionnaires. 
 
Box 54: 
Union des Juifs pour la Résistance et l’entraide: files from the national 
headquarters; notes from the national conference; reports; correspondence; 
brochures, pamphlets and telegrams. 
 

Reel 11: 
Box 55:  
Union des Juifs pour la Résistance et l’entraide: order of the day from the 
national congress; invitations to the national congress; name list of people 
attending the congress; resolutions and projects of the congress, and final 
report of the congress. 
 
Box 56: 
Union des Juifs pour la Résistance et l’entraide: order of the day from the 
national congress; invitations to the national congress; name list of people 
attending the congress; resolutions and projects of the congress, and final 
report of the congress. 
 
Box 57: 
Union des Juifs pour la Résistance et l’entraide: order of the day from the 
national congress; invitations to the national congress; name list of people 
attending the congress; resolutions and projects of the congress, and final 
report of the congress. 
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Box 62: 
Union des Juifs pour la Résistance et l’entraide: the 1970 Festival for Humanity. 
 
Box 63: 
Union des Juifs pour la Résistance et l’entraide: legal and judicial matters. 
 

Reel 12: 
Box 64: 
Union des Juifs pour la Résistance et l’entraide Clermont-Ferrand office: 
correspondence; operations files and solicitations for membership. 
 
Box 65: 
Union des Juifs pour la Résistance et l’entraide: human relief; research into [the 
fate] of individuals and cultural activities. 
 
Box 66: 
Union des Juifs pour la Résistance et l’entraide: cultural affairs office activities; 
22nd anniversary of liberation commemorations; literary readings organized by 
UJRE; press clippings. 
 
Box 106: 
Union des Juifs pour la Résistance et l’entraide: activities related to the protest 
of the convictions at the Nuremberg trials. The Périgueux office of the UJRE: 
notes; telegrams; correspondence; requests for employment; social welfare aid 
and actions of the women’s committee.  
 
Box 107: 
Union des Juifs pour la Résistance et l’entraide: relations with other Jewish 
organizations including OSE; ORT; UEVCJ.  
 

Reel 13: 
Box 108: 
Union pour la jeunesse juive: activities; account ledgers; reports; notes; 
correspondence and transcriptions of radio broadcasts. 
 
Box 109: 
Union pour la jeunesse juive: various publications from the UJJ journal Jeune 
Combat.  
 
Box 198: 
Union des Juifs pour la Résistance et l’entraide: files on Jews in Arab lands and 
various memorials and commemoration activities. 


