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INTRODUCTION 

This status report1 has been drawn up to provide readers with an inventory of the records available 

at SNCF for the 1939-1945 period.  

Documents are stored at the Centre for Historical Archives in Le Mans and may be consulted by 

appointment2 in its reading room. 

To simplify research, the archives have been classified according to the branch of the company to 

which they relate3 and take the form of record sheets.  

Record sheets 

The record sheets are organised as follows: 

 Sheets 1 to 4 relate to the Corporate Executive  

 Sheets 5 to 11 concern the corporate functions 

 Sheets 12 to 16 deal with the five SNCF Regions4 and provide details of contributions from 

the Regional divisions and their various sub-divisions  

 

For each of these categories, readers will find the following information: 

 A note on the organisation of the functions during the Second World War 

 The contents of the archives for 1939-1945, extracted from the records as a whole5. In all, 

these amount to just over 400 linear metres of material6 described in this guide. 

 A table showing the reference numbers and the numbers of cartons of records for 1939-

1945. 

 

The last two record sheets supply additional information. Sheet 17 provides references to the 

regulations governing the SNCF organisation. Sheet 18 highlights the vast wealth of documentary 

resources available. 

 

Digitisation of the records for 1939-1945 

Work on digitisation began in May 2011 and concerns all the records for the wartime period in the 

keeping of the Centre for Historical Archives in Le Mans. Some major themes stand out: relations 

with the occupying power, wartime operation of the company, statutory texts produced and 

decisions made by the Board of Directors between 1939 and 1945. All this adds up to just under 
                                                 
1 This document is an updated version of the work first produced by Laurence Bour in August 2002: Etat sommaire des versements 

conservés par le Centre des Archives historiques de la SNCF incluant des archives de la période 1938-1948 [Status of the 

contributions in the keeping of the SNCF Centre of Historical Archives, including the archives for the 1938-1948 period] 

2 SNCF Centre for Historical Archives, 2 avenue de Bretagne 72100 Le Mans. Open to the public from 8.15 to 12.00 and from 13.00 to 

16.30, from Mondays to Fridays. 

3 N.B.: the archives of the Main Rolling Stock Department  do not contain any documents essential to the study of this period, so there 

is no record sheet for this department. 

4 These regions being North, East, West, South-West and South-East. 

5 For more precise details of these documents, please consult the corresponding inventory. 

6 Some of the cartons of records in the inventory have been included even though they contain very little material on the 39-45 period. 
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600,000 pages, which is more appropriate way of measuring the volume than in linear metres. In 

the end, very few cartons of records were digitised in full. It was, in fact, necessary to sift out those 

documents not relating to the period under consideration.  

Since SNCF is insistent upon maintaining transparency with regard to all its documents and 

records, while remaining compliant with the rules in force governing the time that must elapse 

before their entry into the public domain, all the analyses made of the records kept for the period 

between 1939 and 1945 are available in the Guide de recherches sur la Seconde Guerre mondiale 

[Guide to Research on the Second World War]. 

 

Research material 

The 112 different sources of documentary information in this status report have been carefully 

stored and may be easily accessed by those wishing to consult them. Some hard copy research 

material is available at the Centre for Historical Archives in Le Mans. For other material, it is 

necessary to go via the MAÏS application7, which may be accessed from the reading room 

(keyword “39-45”). Those interested should consult the appendix8 to this status report, which 

contains a table showing how each contribution received at the Centre has been handled. 

The electronic version of the research material will soon be available on the SNCF Intranet.  

 

Access conditions 

Entry into the public domain 

The SNCF archives are public property. They are therefore governed by the Act of 15 July 2008 

outlined in Volume II of the Code du Patrimoine [Cultural Heritage Code]. 

However, indications regarding when these archives will enter the public domain given in the 

research material should be ignored. These have been superseded by new legislation. Unless 

otherwise specified in this guide, all the archives for the 1939-1945 period are freely accessible. 

Some documents are, however, only available in electronic form, the originals being too fragile to 

stand up to frequent handling and also for greater convenience. 

Exceptions 

Records that contain personal information and those concerning railway accidents form an 

exception to the principle of free accessibility. Exceptions may, however, be made regarding their 

consultation before they officially enter the public domain. To obtain permission to consult the 

records concerned, an application must be made to the Archives Centre in Le Mans. This will have 

to be submitted to the French Inter-Ministerial Archives Department, which will reject or accept the 

application after consulting the authority that provided the material or is responsible for its 

conservation. 

                                                 
7 MAÏS (maîtrise de l’archivage et de l’information stratégique) is an information system common to all SNCF Archive Centres and may 

be used throughout the company. Basically intended for all those responsible for managing or compiling archives, it follows the 

documents concerned throughout their life cycle: description of current archives, management tables (storage periods), new entries, 

deletions, research and dissemination requests, etc. 

8 Appendix 1: page 41. 
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RECORD SHEET 5 

Main Technical Administration Department,  

subsequently Corporate Administrative Division 

 

The Corporate Administrative Division was responsible for conducting studies into 

organisational issues15 at the request of the Chief Executive, and for the annual or future 

programmes of the SNCF16. It also had the task of centralising all questions relating to mechanised 

systems, statistics, technical documentation, transport production costs and the output of major 

rolling stock. 

 

Contents 

The records of the Corporate Administrative Division contain a large amount of Secretariat W 

correspondence17. 

 

The issues addressed are many and various: 

 Matters of general organisation, especially the organisation of relations with the German 

authorities in compliance with the  Armistice Agreement 

 Rolling stock issues: hire, orders and deliveries of rolling stock, especially to the German 

authorities; fleet numbers and rolling stock inventories; sums owed to SNCF for rolling 

stock utilisation; return of vehicles annexed by the Germans 

 Fixed installations issues (track, buildings, structures): records on building, reconstruction 

and maintenance work conducted at the request of the occupying authorities  

 Commercial issues: records regarding German or Allied transport movements (military or 

special, etc.) and their execution 

 Operations issues: prevention of acts of sabotage in connection with train movements, 

protection of staff against air raids 

 Financial matters: records connected with services provided by SNCF, especially to the 

German authorities (but also to the Allies), billing for such services and settlement of costs  

 

The records also include:  

 Documents on the railway detachment to the French occupation troops in Germany 

(preparatory phase) 

 Memos setting out decisions made by the Chief Executive at the various conferences 

staged in the 39-45 period 

 Records concerning the classification of statutory texts and archives 

 

                                                 
15 Merging, combining, simplifying functions and refreshing methods. 

16 Operations, Rolling stock and Fixed installations 

17 Turn to Page 7 of the guide for an explanation concerning Secretariat W. 
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0242LM 19 files 

0307LM 11 files 

0325LM 207 files 

0188LM 2 files 

 

In addition to the research material available, there is also a classification system for the files of the 

Debt Clearance Bureau. 

 

Conditions regarding access and consultation 

Free access to records. 
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RECORD SHEET 8 

Supplies, Orders and Contracts Department 

 

The Supplies, Orders and Contracts Department was set up in 1937. It had five divisions18: 

 The Supplies Division, which was responsible for handling all company supplies with the 

exception of fuels, which was the task of the Supplies Department. 

 The Orders Division, which was in charge of procuring the products required by the 

Supplies Department. 

 The Manufacturing Audit Division in charge of following up orders, technical supervision of 

works, compilation and adaptation of technical specifications not directly produced by the 

appropriate technical departments, albeit acting under their supervision. It also had the role 

of providing technical and sales information, etc. to the Supplies and Orders Department 

and to the Main Administration Department. 

 The Fuel Division in charge of fuel supplies. 

 The Contract Audit Division in charge of both producing standard rules for drafting 

contracts and for verifying all the contracts, of whatever nature, signed by SNCF. 

In January 1939, a sixth division was created: 

 The Electrical Power Division, whose role was to handle all aspects relating to the 

production, transport and distribution of high voltage current, purchase and sale of 

electrical power. 

The Department was also responsible for managing the SNCF procurement accounts and 

supervising matters connected with industrial mobilisation. 

In 1943, the department was renamed “Supplies Department”. 

 

Contents 

 

The records have been obtained from the offices of Mr. Kipfer, who was a senior engineer in the 

Supplies, Orders and Contracts Department 19. 

Documents cover aspects such as the role and workings of the department during and immediately 

after the Second World War under the following headings: 

 Organisation of a supplies department in wartime 

 Special allocations 

 Weapons-related issues 

 Department retrenchment 

 Status of supplies at SNCF 

                                                 
18 To discover more about the way this department worked at the very beginning, readers are advised to consult General memo 8 of 

February 1938 entitled “Provisional instructions regarding the workings of the Supplies, Orders and Contracts Department” filed under 

PNV3888/1. 

19 The organisation chart may be consulted under 138LM315. 
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RECORD SHEET 12 

North Region 

 

When it was first established, SNCF was made up of a Corporate Executive, Main 

Departments and Regional Divisions. In 1938, all the lines on the network were split between 5 

Regions21 - East, North, West, South-East, South-West22 - all headquartered in Paris. Their 

existence bore witness to the company’s involvement in the Regions.  

Each Regional Division had three main departments: Traction & Rolling Stock, Track & Buildings 

and Operations.  

The Operations Directors heading the individual SNCF Regions were answerable to the Chief 

Executive as regards ensuring rail services, issuing orders to staff, maintaining close contacts with 

customers and their authorised representatives, proposing or introducing all measures to boost 

traffic, enhance services and ensure cost-effective operations. They were responsible for executing 

the orders or instructions of the Chief Executive, or those issued in his name by the Main 

Department Directors.  

The Regions were then divided into sectors: MT (Traction & Rolling Stock23), EX (Operations), VB 

(Track & Buildings24). These covered two or three sub-sectors and were headed by a Sector 

Manager.  

 

Track & Buildings is the source of the majority of the archives for the North Region kept at the 

Centre in Le Mans. 

 

Contents 

 

I) Track & Buildings Department of the North Region 

1) General Affairs 

Records concerning the network as a whole on a number of different subjects: 

 Level crossings 

 Track 

 Accidents and incidents  

 Buildings and miscellaneous structures 

 Transport 

 Rails 

 Tools 

 Circulars 

                                                 
21 Details of the boundaries of the Regions are given in bylaw 1 dated 1 January 1939  

22 The Mediterranean Region, headquartered in Marseilles, was set up on 1 October 1947. 

23 The “Traction & Rolling Stock” sectors comprised depots, locomotive, coach or wagon sheds. 

24 The “Track & Buildings” sectors were split into sub-sectors, in turn divided into districts and still further into block sections. 
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