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Historical Note

The Polish Institute and Sikorski Museum, commonly known as Sikorski Institute, is a
London-based non-governmental organization of the Polish minority in United Kingdom.
It was created after the Second World War to preserve the memory of Polish armed
forces in the West and their contribution to World War I, when the communist
takeover of Poland made it hard and dangerous for many Poles to return home, and
research and publication on those issues were banned or censored in the People's
Republic of Poland. To that goal, the Sikorski institute, named after General Wtadystaw
Sikorski, has acted as a museum, archive and publishing house for much of Western
Polonia, particularly with regards to Poland and Second World War issues. Rzagd
Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej na uchodzstwie (Government of the Republic of Poland in
Exile) was established after Germany and the Soviet Union occupied Poland in
September 1939. The Polish government-in-exile was first based in France, but moved
to London after the French army surrendered to the Germans in mid-1940. The Allies
accepted the government-in-exile as the legitimate representative of the Polish people
soon after it was created. The government-in-exile allied itself with the West, as its
members believed that only a total military victory over Germany would restore
Poland's independence and freedom. In addition, it amassed its own land, air, and naval
forces. In 1942 reports about the mass murder of Jews in Poland reached London; at
that point, the Polish government-in-exile made several public declarations on the
subject, and officially demanded that the Allied powers stop the Germans from
continuing on their murderous crusade. In early 1943 the Polish government-in-exile
begged Pope Pius Xl to condemn the Nazis' actions. From December 1942 onward, the
government-in-exile backed the rescue work of Zegota, which offered aid to Jews
throughout occupied Poland. New Polish government established after Germany and
the Soviet Union occupied Poland in September 1939. The Polish government-in-exile
was first based in France, but moved to London after the French army surrendered to
the Germans in mid-1940. The Allies accepted the government-in-exile as the legitimate
representative of the Polish people soon after it was created. The government-in-exile
allied itself with the West, as its members believed that only a total military victory over
Germany would restore Poland's independence and freedom. In addition, it amassed its
own land, air, and naval forces.

Scope and Content of Collection

Consists of selected records of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Polish government-
in-exile. The Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Polish government-in-exile between 1940-
1949 was overseen by four ministers: Stanistaw Kot (1940-1941), Stanistaw Mikotajczyk
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(1941-1943), Wtadystaw Banaczyk (1943-1944), Zygmunt Berezowski (1944-1949). These
documents relate to the re-creation and reorganization of the Ministry of Internal
Affairs in France: correspondence, dispatches, notes and information received from
diplomatic posts, emissaries and posts of the Ministry of Internal Affairs,
correspondence, and exchanges of material and subject memos for civil and military
institutions. In addition, the collection contains exchanges of information with the
British Home Office, British Foreign Office and their American counterparts, matters
relating to the organization and functioning of the “Continental Action” and contacts
concerning the British Operational Executive and the Office of Strategic Services,
documentation relating to the activities of political parties and their members in
occupied Poland and abroad, as well as representatives of non-Polish political
movements (with special reference to communist activities), memoranda and
documentation of the activities and situation of national minorities in Poland and
abroad. Also includes reports of the Delegate of the Government related to various
matters: Jewish affairs, destruction of Jews, prisons and concentration camps in Poland
and Germany, forced labor camps, Germanization and enlistment of Poles in the
German army, executions, religious and national persecutions by Germans, the political
and economic situation in occupied Poland, situation of the Polish intelligentsia,
situation of Soviet-occupied Poland, German spies, couriers smuggling money for Jews
and Zegota, and Jewish press reviews related to Palestine and central-western Europe,
etc.

System of Arrangement

This collection is arranged in the following format:
1 General (a. Internal organizational affairs, b. Personnel affairs, c. Economic
affairs, d. General correspondence, e. Material on government departments and
institutions, f. Miscellaneous)
2. Political
3. Reports from German- and Russian-occupied Poland
4. Administration
5. Affairs of national minorities
6. Continental activities.

Indexing Terms
Kot, Stanistaw, 1885-1975.

Mikotajczyk, Stanistaw,1901-1906.

Banaczyk, Wtadystaw.

Berezowski, Zygmunt.

Instytut Polski i Muzeum Sikorskiego.

Rzeczpospolita Polska (Government-in-exiles)

Delegatura Rzgdu Rzevzypospolitej Polskiej na Kraj.

Rada Pomocy Zydom "Zegota" -- History -- Sources.

World War, 1939-1945 -- Governments in exile -- Sources.
World War, 1939-1945 -- Jews -- Rescue -- Poland -- Sources.
World War, 1939-1945 -- Underground movements -- Poland.



Jews -- Poland -- Politics and government.
Righteous Gentiles in the Holocaust -- Poland.
Germanization -- Poland.

Poland -- History -- Occupation, 1939-1945.
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CONTAINER LIST

File Description

A9.111.L1 /9  Report No 5/42, part | (1st quarter 1942) of the Government delegate.
Content:

e Memorial of competent circles in Poland to the Polish Government in
Exile in London, pp 1-4

e Letter of competent circles in Poland to the Ministry of Internal
Affairs, pp 4-7

e Remarks of competent circles in Poland in the need of “2" front”, pp
7-9

e Situation of Polish intelligentsia under occupation, pp 9-11

e Pro memoria conc. situation in Poland from March 16 1942 through
April 15 1942: terror, persecutions, executions, pp 13-17

e Germanization and enlistment of Polish citizens to the German army,
pp 17-20

e For the Polish work force (on the western territories of Poland), pp
20-22

e Displacements, pp 22-24

e Report about political situation in Poland during the 1** quarter of
1942, pp 25-28

e Tracing places of German terror in Poland, pp 29-31

e Reaching for the Polish blood, pp 32-33

e Persecutions and oppressions of Polish culture and language, pp 33-
36

e Economic and financial oppressions as the instrument of the German
anti-Polish policy, pp 37-38

e On the eastern territories of Poland, pp 38-40

e Persecutions of the Catholic Church and religion, pp 41-43

e Prisons and concentration camps, pp 44-48

e Sending Polish labor force to Reich and the action of germanization,
pp 49-52

e Social situation, the review of 1%t quarter 1942, pp 53-59

e Legal regulations conc. economy, pp 60-61



Germanization of industry and trade, pp 61-63,

The question of raw materials, pp 63-65

Fuels and drive, pp 65-69

Economic plans of Germany; statistics, pp 69-79

Main balance sections of the bank of issues

Transportation, pp 83-87

Report for the 1% quarter of 1942, situation conc. railroads, pp 88-94
Budget of the City of Warsaw, pp 95-96

Situation in agriculture, pp 97-99

Agricultural situation during the pre-harvest period 1942, pp 102-103

Entire file, 103 pages

A.9.1I.L1 /10 Report No 5/42, part Il (1st quarter of 1942)

Culture matters, pp 104-136

Political terror, pp 137-148

Public executions, p 152

Jewish matters, pp 152-154

Attitude of Germans towards Polish issues, pp 155-157
Western territories of Poland, pp 158-166

Documents, pp 167-168

Problems of coexistence, pp 168-170

Collections of original documentation (copies of orders,
announcements, proclamations and summons, pp 171-214
News from the eastern territories, pp 239-268
Clandestine press in occupied Poland, pp 269-303

Entire file, ca 200 pages

A.9.III.L1 /11  Report No 6/42, part Il (July-September 1942) of the Government delegate.
Issues as above conc. the Jewish Matters:

The hell of the German settlement with Jews, pp 34-36

Extermination of Jews in Poland, pp 42-56

Account of a fugitive A, pp 57-60

Account of a fugitive B., pp 60-63

Special report from the place of execution of Jews in Betzec of July 10,
1942, pp 63-64

Proclamation of the Jewish Council in Warsaw, pp 64-65

Account of a police officer, pp 66-67

Fragments, pp 67-69

Protesting, pp 68-69

Entire file, 82 pages

A.9.II1.L1 /12  Report No 1/43 (Nov. 11, 1942-Jan. 23, 1943)
Jewish matters:

Further murders committed on Jews, p 21-63
Political issues, Jews, p 99
Vilnus and the Vilnus province, Jews, p 128



A.9.11.1 /13

A.9.11.1/18

A9.IIl.1/ 44

A.9.lIl.2a /3

A9.ll.2a/ 4

A9.lll.2a/6

A9.ll.2a/7

Entire file, 128 pages

Report No 1a/3 (August 26-Oct. 10, 1942)
Jewish matters:

e Further horrible extermination of Jews, pp 25-27

e Nightmare of the horrible extermination of Jews, pp 44-46
Entire file, 47 pages

Report No 5/43 (1st half of 1943, Dec. 15, 1942-May 15, 1943)
Jewish matters:
e  Biatystok province. Extermination of Jews, p 19
e  Wolyn province. Jews., p 29
e  Eastern part of the Matopolska region. Murders committed on Jews,
p 38
e Prisoners of War — Polish Jews (the murder of them in the camp at
the outskirts of Lublin in Dec. 1942), p 129
e Liquidation of the Warsaw ghetto, p 134
e Treblinka, p 154
Entire file, 156 pages

Report No 14/44 — prisons, concentration camps:
e The prison of Pawia Street called “Pawiak”, pp 1-15
e KL Auschwitz, pp 26-55
e KL Lublin-Majdanek, pp 56-65
e KL for women in Ravensbrueck, pp 66-73
e Letter from Birkenau, p 74
Entire file, 74 pages

Reports, accounts, the messenger’s report, 1941-1942
Entire file including ca 150 pages

Situation in occupied Poland. Reports. 1942-1943, a/o the special report from
the execution place of Jews in Betzec of July 10, 1942. Resolutions of the
Jewish Council in Warsaw (1942), Protest of the “Front Odrodzenia Polski
(Front for the Revival of Poland) conc. the liquidation of the Warsaw ghetto.
An account of a police officer conc. The liquidation of the Warsaw ghetto
(August 11, 1942). The chronicle of the liquidation of the Warsaw ghetto.
Auschwitz.

Entire file, ca 250 pages.

Political report from the country of the Government delegate. 1943
Entire file, ca 100 pages

Political report from the country of the Government delegate. 1943
Entire file, ca 50 pages



A.9.lll.2a /
19

A.9.lL.2a/
20

A.9.ll.2a/
27

A.9.lll.2a/
33

A.9.ll.2a/
35

A9l 2a/
36

A9l 2a/
55

A9.I.2b/5

A.9.11. 2¢ /
70

A9.I.4/26

A.9.IV. /13

Lvov Province under the Soviet occupation. Reports preceded by prefaces.
The County of Drohobycz (the Lvov province), the Counties of Sanok,
Brzozdw, Turka on Stryj, Lesko (the Lvov province), Mosciska (the Lvov
province, Grodek Jagiellonski (the Lvov province), Dobromil (the Lvov
province), Rudki (the Lvov province), Jarostaw and Lubaczdéw (the Lvov
province), the town of Przemysl and the County of Przemysl (the Lvov
province), Bobrka (the Lvov province).

Entire file, ca 400 pages.

News from Lvov under the Soviet occupation. 1940-1941.
Entire file, ca 100 pages

The Jewish question Turing the occupation. ZOB (the Jewish Combat
Organization), the Warsaw ghetto uprising, reports, accounts (photocopies).
1943-1944.

Entire file, ca 120 pages.

News from Poland. 1942.
Only the following fragments from the file:
e Treblinka, no dates, 3 pages
e Death camp in Auschwitz, no dates, 3 pages
e The pogroms in Eastern Galicia: Jewish Leaders publicly executed, no
dates, p 2
Altogether ca 60 pages for microfilming.

Collection of the news from occupied Poland. Mainly refers to labor camps,
concentration camps, the situation of women, children and youth, various
acts of German terror on the territory of Poland.

Entire file, ca 600 pages.

The collection of news from occupied Poland.
Entire file, ca 300 pages.

The situation in Poland July 1, 1942-Dec. 1, 1942 (Report of the Government
delegate No 6/42 in English.
Entire file, ca 52 pages.

Prisons and concentration camps. Collection of news. 1940-Feb. 1944.
Situational reports from the Polish soil, reviews from the clandestine press.

Entire file, ca 250 pages.

Activity of Soviets in occupied Poland in 1944.
Entire file, ca 75 pages.

The mail for Bund. No XV. 1943

German spies on the en tire territory of Europe —the data about them,
sometimes with attached photos.



A9.V/2

A9.V /17

A.9.V/36

A9.E/6

A9.E/104

A.9.E/ 125

Entire file, ca 200 pages.

Jewish matters. 1940, 1943, 1945.
Entire file, ca 500 pages.

Department of nationalities (headed by A. Serafifiski). Jewish matters. 1943-
1945.
Entire file, ca 50 pages.

Jewish matters 1941-1943 (various correspondence, Copie, prints, review of
the Jewish Press and the like)
Entire file, ca 200 pages.

The so-called , passes” — the case of smuggling financial funds to occupied
Poland (the content and the like). 1943-1944, also for Jews and the Polish
organization helping Jews — Zegota.

Entire file, ca 561 pages

Ca 40 notes from the inquiry of individuals Comino Rom Poland, 1945
Entire file, ca 500 pages.

Materials dedicated to Jewish matters, primarily there are reviews from the
Jewish press, generally about Palestine, as well as the news about the
situation of Jews in the central-eastern Europe, 1945-1949.

Entire file, ca 250 pages.



