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 PREFACE 

 

 On March 9, 1988, Judit Gottdiener was interviewed on videotape by Bernard Weinstein  

and Robin Rajs on behalf of the Kean College of New Jersey Holocaust Resource Center. The 

interview took place in Union, New Jersey and is part of the Research Institute Archives of the 

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum’s collection of oral testimonies. 

 Kean College of New Jersey Holocaust Resource Center created a summary and time-coded 

notes for the interview. The reader should bear in mind that these finding aids attempt to represent 

the spoken word in the recorded interview, yet have not necessarily been verified by the 

interviewee. The finding aids should not be used in place of the interview itself. 

 Rights to the interview are held by the Kean College of New Jersey Holocaust Resource 

Center. The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum houses a copy of the interview as a result 

of a contributing organization agreement with the Kean College of New Jersey Holocaust Resource 

Center. Details concerning the Museum’s rights to use and reproduce the interview are contained in 

the contributing organization agreement. 
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   Summary of the 

 Interview with Judit Gottdiener 

 March 9, 1988 

 

 Judit Gottdiener was born in 1936 in Budapest, Hungary. Her family consisted of parents, an 

older sister, and a younger brother. Judit's family was deeply observant. Judit's father was a 

wholesaler and retailer of tobacco accessories. The Germans arrived in March of 1944. The 

Germans searched for Jews, sent them away never to be heard from again. 

 Judit's father heard that Rudolf Kastner, a leading Hungarian Zionist, would get 1,700 Jews 

out to Palestine. Judit's father took all the family's savings to ensure that they would be sent to 

freedom. The Germans took 600 of the group to Switzerland, the Grand Rabbi of Satmar among 

them. Judit and her family were taken twice to Linz, Austria before they were transported to 

Bergen-Belsen, a concentration camp in Germany. They did not work there, but they experienced 

much hunger and suffered from the cold. Judit describes Yom Yippur in Bergen-Belsen with the 

Rabbi of Debrecin, Poland and the Unesaneh Tolef prayer. After six weeks, the Germans took Judit 

and her family to a Red Cross camp in Switzerland. 

 After liberation, Judit's family returned to Budapest. Her parents joined her brother in Israel 

in 1950. Judit married Ernest in 1948 and moved with his family to Vienna, Austria. In 1961, the 

couple moved permanently to the United States where Ernest became a real estate developer in New 

Jersey. 
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 Time-coded notes of the 

 Interview with Judit Gottdiener 

 March 9, 1988 

 

01:00:00 

 

Born in Budapest. Had parents, older sister, younger brother. Deeply observant, orthodox family. 

Lived in Jewish neighborhood, attended Jewish schools. Did not experience antisemitism. Father 

was in wholesale/retail tobacco accessories. 

 

01:05:00 

 

Enjoyed her family life and Jewish observances. First experience of war was bombing of Budapest 

by RAF after WWII began. 

 

01:10:00 

 

School closed "for a while" in 1943. Parents sent her and brother to a small town for safety. 

Returned to Budapest in January 1944 for sister's wedding. Germans arrived in March. They 

thought this was the end based on stories of Polish refugees. Changes under Germans ─ very fast. 

 

01:15:00 

 

 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

 
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy. 



USHMM Archives RG-50.002*0006 2 
 

Germans searched for Jews and sent them away never to be heard from again. Had to wear yellow 

star. Father's business, Jewish stores were closed. Family kept on considering how to escape. 

 

01:20:00 

 

Father learned about Rudolf Kastner, a leading Hungarian Zionist. They heard 1700 people would 

be saved, sent to Palestine. Non-Zionist had to pay 100,000 a head approximately to be included. 

Father brought all family savings in an effort to be included. Apparently, German guard had 

received confusing orders. They were taken in freight cars twice, then to Linz. 

 

01:25:00 

 

They finally arrived in Bergen-Belsen. They were then told they would be shipped to freedom in a 

short while. After 6 weeks, the Germans took 600 people to Switzerland. Germans said this was a 

plan not to take all 1700 together. Kastner said he took prominent Jews from all over Hungary and 

also his family. This included the Grand Rabbi of Satmar.  

 

01:30:00 

 

During one particulary dangerous incident, Judit and sister left quickly by taxi to return to Budapest. 

During the ride Judit prayed the Shma Yisrael. They experienced great hunger in Bergen-Belsen. 

They also suffered from cold. 

 

01:35:00 
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They did participate in the daily counting. What did they do?  There were no books. Women 

exchanged recipes probably because of their hunger. Judit read her mother's prayer book. Sister was 

pregnant and her baby was born two weeks after arriving in Switzerland. 

 

01:40:00 

 

They were in Bergen-Belsen on Yom Kippur. Someone passed around paper with the Unesaneh 

Tosef prayer. The Rabbi of Debrecin was also with them. He spoke to them and encouraged them. 

Meat was distributed, which was not eaten because it was not Kosher. One day, they were given 

large portions of food. This was an indication of movement. Then they were taken to train station. 

After many hours, a regular train arrived. 

 

01:45:00 

 

They were taken to Swiss border and transferred to a Swiss train. This was "From Hell to Paradise". 

Why did Germans do this?  Not Hitler, but some top Germans knew the end was near. They 

negotiated with Americans for trucks and medicine. "Who knows? Perhaps they were told they will 

receive ransom after we receive freedom in Switzerland." 

 

01:50:00 

 

In Switzerland they were put in Red Cross camp. There were 100,000 refugees in Switzerland. 

Swiss wanted to send them to Austria. Father organized group to resist. "They'll have to remove us 

one by one on stretchers."  So no one was compelled to leave. They had good food, medical care, 

attended boarding school for several months. 
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01:55:00 

 

When war ended, they had an option to return to Hungary and leave the children in Switzerland. 

The children decided to remain with her parents. They returned to Budapest and father endeavored 

to return to his business. The children returned to Jewish school. It seemed to be a return to normal 

life. 

 

02:00:00  

 

Grandfather died immediately in ghetto in Budapest. Other grandparents died at end of war of 

starvation in Budapest ghetto. They were buried in a common grave, grandfather in a family plot. 

They were brought to grave in cart by her mother's sister. This aunt lost her husband in a camp and 

joined her daughter in Israel after the war.  

 

02:05:00 

 

In 1947, father realized Russian influence in Hungary was "getting stronger and stronger."  This 

generated thoughts of leaving. They managed to slip her 12 year old brother to a Yeshiva in 

England. Brother then went to Israel. 

 

02:10:00 

 

In 1948 in a resort, Judit met her husband-to-be. They were engaged in September, married in 

November. She and husband and his family went to Vienna, shortly thereafter. Crossing the 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

 
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy. 



USHMM Archives RG-50.002*0006 5 
 

Hungarian border was fraught with danger. In Vienna was difficult; food and apartments were 

scarce. 

 

02:15:00 

 

She became pregnant in the winter months. They finally found an available sub-let. Her mother-in-

law lost three sons and 16 grandchildren during the war. The whole family, her husband's family 

moved into the sub-let. 

 

02:20:00 

 

Obtaining Kosher food (meat, chicken) involved much effort. She had not experienced antisemitism 

in Vienna. Her son was born at this time. Purpose of going to Austria was to escape from Hungary. 

 

02:25:00 

 

Mother-in-law, single brother-in-law, sister-in-law went to a camp. This purpose was to be 

permitted into America. They arrived in the United States in 1953. Her parents arrived in Israel in 

1950. In Vienna, Judit and family found a large apartment in Vienna. They brought her sick father 

to Vienna for medical care. A brother-in-law had moved by this time to Switzerland. 

 

02:30:00 

 

This prompted Judit and husband to send their six-year old daughter to join her cousin in a Swiss 

school. These developing family concerns generated them to consider America seriously. They 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

 
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy. 



USHMM Archives RG-50.002*0006 6 
 

came to America in 1957. Found America difficult; returned to Vienna; returned to America in 

1959; again returned to Austria; and finally returned to America permanently in 1961. Very happy 

here because of quality of Jewish life here. 

 

02:35:00 

 

Were very happy with their reception here in the JEC in Elizabeth, New Jersey. Son became very 

interested in Jewish studies; continued to study in Yeshiva in Baltimore, Maryland, became a Rabbi, 

and continues to live in Baltimore. Daughter is married, lives in Highland Park, New Jersey and 

lives an observant life there. 

 

02:40:00 

 

Her older brother died in 1932 or 1933. Father's wish was for another son who would then devote 

his life to Torah study. This happened. Her younger brother went to study in Israel settled there and 

now heads a Yeshiva in Israel. It has also happened to her son and, "hopefully, will be true someday 

for her grandchildren."     
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