
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum 
 

Archives 
 
 
 
 
 

Oral History Interviews of the 
Kean College of New Jersey 
Holocaust Resource Center 

 
 
 
 
 

Interview with Gladys Halpern 
February 11, 1988 
RG-50.002*0008 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

 
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy. 



 PREFACE 

 

 On February 11, 1988, Gladys Halpern was interviewed on videotape by Bernard Weinstein 

and Joan Bang on behalf of the Kean College of New Jersey Holocaust Resource Center. The 

interview took place in Union, New Jersey and is part of the Research Institute Archives of the 

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum’s collection of oral testimonies. 

 Kean College of New Jersey Holocaust Resource Center created a summary and time-coded 

notes for the interview. The reader should bear in mind that these finding aids attempt to represent 

the spoken word in the recorded interview, yet have not necessarily been verified by the interviewee. 

The finding aids should not be used in place of the interview itself. 

 Rights to the interview are held by the Kean College of New Jersey Holocaust Resource 

Center. The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum houses a copy of the interview as a result of 

a contributing organization agreement with the Kean College of New Jersey Holocaust Resource 

Center. Details concerning the Museum’s rights to use and reproduce the interview are contained in 

the contributing organization agreement. 
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   Summary of the 

 Interview with Gladys Halpern 

 February 11, 1988 

 

 Gladys Halpern was born on October 30, 1928 in Zolkiew, Poland. She was the only child in 

a very observant family. The Noda ben Yehuda of Prague is an illustrious ancestor of hers. She is the 

only survivor, among 13 grandchildren on her father's side. On her mother's side, only two of her 

mother's sisters survived in addition to Gladys and her mother. 

 From September 1939 until June 1941, their region was occupied by the Russians. When the 

Germans entered in June 1941, the pogroms, murders, selections, and brutality began. Many Jews in 

nearby towns were shipped to Belzec, a concentration camp in Poland, and murdered. Gladys' father 

sent her into hiding in a nearby town of Lvov, Poland (L'viv, Ukraine). A Polish couple by the name 

of Halitsky hid Gladys, her mother, and other Jews. Her father was murdered on March 25, 1943 as 

was the entire Jewish population left in the ghetto. These last Jews were then buried in three mass 

graves outside of town. 

 In Lvov, the situation became desperate for Gladys and those in hiding. There was no food. 

After she and others were in hiding for 18 months, the Russians liberated them in July 1944. They 

returned home to Zolkiew and found there were only 52 Jews alive in the town with a pre-war 

Jewish population of 5500. 

 Gladys and her mother went to work; Gladys worked in an office and her mother knit. She 

met her future husband in Poland. They became engaged and lived in Bayreuth, Germany between 

1946 and 1949. Their oldest son came to the United States to live with his uncle in New York. 

Gladys and her husband moved to New York and went into the construction business. 

 Gladys' family now consists of four sons and grandchildren. In the mid-1970s, Gladys 

succeeded in establishing contact with the daughter of the couple who hid her family in Poland. 

They communicate regularly with the Halitsky family. 
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 Time-coded notes of the 

 Interview with Gladys Halpern 

 February 11, 1988 

 

01:00:00 

 

Shows nursery picture. Among 4-year old children were Gladys and cousin Clara Halpern. Comes 

from a small town. 5,500 of 12,000 population were Jews. Very observant, not Hasidic Jews. Noda 

ben Yehuda is among her ancestors. Rest of family lived in Lvov, Poland (Lviv, Ukraine). She's the 

only survivor among 13 grandchildren on father's side. On mother's side, "two sisters of my mother's 

survived with us." 

 

01:05:00 

 

Shows montage of pictures taken 4 years ago when they visited. Town is now part of Russia. Shows 

homes and synagogues in Lvov and Zolkiew, Poland, her home town. The house where she lived. 

She came home only Wednesday, two days before the war broke out, September 1, 1939. 

 

01:10:00 

 

Germans remained a few days. They were in the Russian zone. They were unhappy under the 

Russians, so they moved to Lvov. Gladys was an only child. Her parents rented a room and 

remained there for about a year. 

 

01:15:00 

 

Discussion continues on how "life continued" rather calmly although somewhat changed under the 
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Russians from September of 1939 until June of 1941. On the first day of the new war, Germans 

came and took them out because they were Jews. They took the Jews downtown for a pogrom. 

Mother saved them because a German officer answered her question that this activity was not for 

children. This saved the lives of Gladys and her parents. 

 

01:20:00  

 

After the summer, they moved into her mother's sister's house. In March, a roundup of category B 

(non-workers) for resettlement to Belzec, a concentration camp in Poland. Nobody knew what this 

meant. In May or June, she heard rumors Belzec was for burial. 

 

01:25:00 

 

Nobody believed it, but nobody returned either. In November of 1942, another selection. Much 

typhoid in town, starvation in Belzec ─ train passing through town slowed down; people jumped out 

and were shot. Gladys was 14 at the time. It was the winter of 41-42. Father sent Gladys into hiding. 

Said goodby to her father and never saw him again. 

 

01:30:00 

 

Arrived in Lvov. Describes process of settling down in hiding in a new town. Mother and aunt came 

and they waited for father. He was murdered March 25, 1943, as was the entire ghetto. Buried in 

mass graves outside town.  

 

01:35:00 
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They were hiding and father was dead. Mother's brother was sent to Janowiec, Poland. The couple 

hiding them was Polish. The Polish man brought in his brother's wife. She has survived and lives in 

Boston today. 

 

01:40:00 

 

No neighbors knew Jews were hidden there. Mrs. Halitsky (Pole) confessed to a priest that her 

husband had Jews in their home. She wanted them out because there was no food for them. The 

Priest: If they want to die, let them die. 

 

01:45:00  

 

It was a desperate situation; no food and how long could the secret of eight hidden Jews be kept 

from neighbors. In the spring, Hungarian soldiers came and required living quarters. The Halitsky 

house was a logical place for them. Miraculously, the Hungarians kept on passing the house but 

never entered. Halitsky's wife and daughter left for Poland. Until today, nobody in town knows that 

he saved Jews. 

 

01:50:00  

 

Why did he do it? He was a daredevil. They were in hiding 18 months, in July 1944, when the 

Russians came. We then went back to our home town. 

 

01:55:00 
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Survivors in town -- Clara's family and another family live in Montreal today. 52 survived in the 

town of original 5,500. Not all the 52 were in Zolkiew when the war broke out. After liberation, the 

war continued. Mother did knitting. Gladys went to school, "saw it was no good and went to work in 

office." This was July 1944. 

 

02:00:00 

 

Tells story of Jewish woman saved in Polish widower's home. After liberation and out of gratitude, 

immediately after liberation this woman married him in church. Ukrainian group then murdered the 

couple and all their children (except for the one who hid successfully). Gladys met her husband in 

Poland. In December 1945, the young couple engaged, her mother, his brother and cousin left for 

Germany. 

 

02:05:00 

 

Were in a deportation camp for one week or so. Were supposed to go to Palestine and actually came 

to the United States. Lived and married in Bayreauth, Germany. Probably came here because Sam's 

mother's brother was in New York. Oldest son was born in Germany. Three others in United States 

lived in New York. He was in the supermarket business, moved to Elizabeth, New Jersey and went 

into construction. How did you change? Matured instantly from a spoiled brat to a mature adult in 

one day. 

 

02:10:00 
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Gladys can't throw out food. When she steps on a cockroach, she says this is how we were stepped 

on. Her mother came to the United States also, and died two and a half years ago. Has it affected 

your spiritual life? That's hard to say. Were you able to talk? She was unable to talk to her children. 

Her husband did. 

 

02:15:00 

 

 

After a long time, from 1945 until 1976, there was no contact with their liberators. Has finally 

discovered the Halitsky daughter in Kracòw, Poland, and they now communicate regularly. Had the 

emotional experience of returning to the house and bed of hiding.     
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