
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum 
 

Archives 
 
 
 
 
 

Oral History Interviews of the 
Kean College of New Jersey 
Holocaust Resource Center 

 
 
 
 
 

Interview with Rose Kramer 
February 12, 1987 
RG-50.002*0014 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

 
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy. 



 PREFACE 

 

 On February 12, 1987, Rose Kramer was interviewed on 

videotape by Bernard Weinstein and Phyllis Tobin on behalf of the 

Kean College of New Jersey Holocaust Resource Center. The 

interview took place in Union, New Jersey and is part of the 

Research Institute Archives of the United States Holocaust 

Memorial Museum’s collection of oral testimonies. 

 Kean College of New Jersey Holocaust Resource Center created 

a summary and time-coded notes for the interview. The reader 

should bear in mind that these finding aids attempt to represent 

the spoken word in the recorded interview, yet have not 

necessarily been verified by the interviewee. The finding aids 

should not be used in place of the interview itself. 

 Rights to the interview are held by the Kean College of New 

Jersey Holocaust Resource Center. The United States Holocaust 

Memorial Museum houses a copy of the interview as a result of a 

contributing organization agreement with the Kean College of New 

Jersey Holocaust Resource Center. Details concerning the Museum’s 

rights to use and reproduce the interview are contained in the 

contributing organization agreement. 
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   Summary of the 

 Interview with Rose Kramer 

 February 12, 1987 

 

 

Rose Kramer was born in Beuthen, Germany on January 21, 1921. Her 

father died before she was born.  Her mother died when she was 

eight years old.  Rose and her seven siblings lived in an 

orphanage in Bedzin, Poland.  When she was about 15 years old, she 

went to work and lived with one of her older sisters.  Economic 

survival was most important to her family.  They did not pay much 

attention to the political upheavals.  After three years in the 

ghetto, she was transported to Auschwitz, a concentration camp in 

Poland, where she remained until 1944.  From Auschwitz, she was 

sent to Ravensbrück, a concentration camp in Germany, and then on 

to Neustadt-Gleve, another concentration camp, also in Germany.  

Liberated soon afterward, Rose went to a displaced persons camp.  

While there, she heard that one of her brothers was in a different 

displaced persons camp and Rose was able to join him.  He 

introduced Rose to her first husband; they immigrated to to the 

United States in 1949.  After 10 years of marriage, they divorced.  

Rose has two children from her second marriage. 
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 Time-coded notes of the 

 Interview with Rose Kramer 

 February 12, 1987 

 

01:00:00 

 

Rose was born in Beuthen, Germany on January 21, 1921, but does 

not remember the town. Her father died before she was born and the 

family moved to Bedzin, Poland.  Mother died in 1927 and she was 

sent to an orphanage.  The town of Bedzin had approximately 

150,000 in habitants.  Many of the Jewish people were active in 

Zionist organizations. 

 

01:05:00 

 

Rose went to work when she was 14 or 15.  She earned about 20 

zlotys a month.  She lived with a sister.  Even though they were 

young children, they knew that something was amiss in Germany but 

nothing was done about it with respect to the Jews.  Antisemitism 

existed in her town, but she was not targeted.  She felt secure 

before the war broke out, and when it began, she was excited 

believing to be part of history in the making. She soon learned 

that the war was against the Jews. 

 

01:10:00  
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They ran away and ended up in a small town.  There was a great 

deal of panic, they turned around and went back to Bedzin.  There 

was nowhere to go.  Jobs were not available and food was hard to 

get.  While standing in line for bread, which they were not 

permitted to get, she was betrayed by a gentile neighbor.  When 

she arrived at the window, the guard hit her in the right elbow 

with the butt of his rifle.  Her arm was badly crippled; but no 

assistance was given to the Jews. 

 

01:15:00 

 

She then walked to a doctor she knew from orphanage.  But no 

medical supplies were made available.  Arm was crushed.  Many Jews 

were shot at that time.  Went to ghetto in 1940.  Doesn't really 

know how she survived.  Brother, boyfriend, and brother-in-law 

left for Russia because they had heard that the men were taken 

away first.  Oldest brother, who survived, had already been 

deported to a concentration camp.  She, her sister-in-law, and 

child were in the ghetto.  Another sister and three children were 

killed in ghetto. She she was sent to Auschwitz, a concentration 

camp in Poland. 

 

01:20:00 
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Can't recall the three years in the ghetto.  Remembers being in 

Aktion for Auschwitz-Birkenau.  She went into a crawl space.  Took 

out a brick to get air.  When the Germans came, the Polish owner 

was with them, and recognized Rose.  They found her sister, 

sister-in-law, baby, and Rose.  Taken to police station.  Her 

little niece was attached to the mother who could have been saved 

during selection, but the little girl began to cry and the mother 

went to her.  To be with a child spelled doom.  Rose said that 

some mothers threw away their own children to save their lives.  

She was aware at first that people were taken to crematoriums. 

their lives.  Rose Kramer was saved.  Didn't know at first that 

they were being taken to crematorium. 

 

01:25:00 

 

She remembers that night.  Each time she thinks of how they died, 

she has terrible feelings.   Sonderkommados told them everything 

that happened. She took the sleeves from dress to make socks to be 

worn inside wooden shoes but the supervisors made her take themm 

off in order for them to wear. Her job was digging ditches. 

 

01:30:00 

 

When she received her bread rations she ate immediately because 

one did not know what could happen later.  She was in the camp 
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until 1944.  When Hungarian transports arrived she found money in 

some of their shoes.  She gave it to a Kapo to supply gher with 

rations.  She took these chances knowing that they could take her 

to the gas chambers.  Her crippled arm was not seen during 

selections.  They were sent into and out of showers and had to 

stand outside in the freezing cold without clothes.  During 

selections the Poles were separated from the Jews.  She remembers 

a group of Jews jumped over to the Polish side. 

 

 

01:35:00 

 

In alll the confusion the selection numbers were changed and her 

name was not among those taken.  She was randomly saved.  Doesn't 

know why.  She was apathetic, and couldn't do anything to change 

it.  Those who tried to resist were crucified.  One woman and a 

man managed to escape but were captured three weeks later.  A 

gallows was erected.  The woman had a razor blade in her 

possession and slashed her wrists.                                           

 

01:40:00 

 

They felt completely hopeless.  This was in early 1944 and they 

didn't think there would be an end.  Nobody knew what was 

happening.  She could only pray and fantasize about getting out.  
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They were looking towards the United States for help, but the 

United States was silent.  They marched out of Auschwitz-Birkenau.  

One woman was shot for resting a few minutes.  Rose never forgot 

her eyes as they pulled the trigger. 

 

01:45:00 

 

Couldn't describe the look in her eyes.  They were allowed back in 

the born and she does not remember whether she fainted or fell 

asleep.  Later, they were loaded onto a train.  A tin can was used 

to hold drinking water and also to relieve herself. They arrived 

in Ravensbrück, a concentration camp in Germany.  There was total 

chaos; no supervision.  There were crematoria and gas chambers.  

They were still functioning although there were no threats of 

selections.  After a few days they were transferred to Neustadt-

Gleve, a concentration camp in Germany.   

 

01:50:00 

 

This was a small camp.  Few Germans worked in kitchen.  Brought 

potatoes in underclothing, which looked suspicious, but 

miraculously, no one caught her.  At liberation, she was 

overjoyed.  "At last someone could see what was going on."  Back 

to memory of Birkenau.  Remembered she was wearing two left shoes.  

All she wanted was a bicycle.  At liberation, there were Russians 
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on one side, and Americans on the other, she didn't know where to 

go or what to do. 

 

01:55:00 

 

Confusion, hope -- These were feelings she experienced.  Tried 

with other girls to pool efforts in order to find people they 

knew.  They were fearful of the Russians.  Told as long as you 

have bones and skin, the flesh would come later.  Put on large 

truck with people from throughout Europe and taken to a place that 

was occupied by the British.  There they found thousands of 

Italian refugees.   

 

02:00:00 

Her brother was found in a a displaced persons camp in Feldafing, 

Germany.  He had been on a train which was bombarded.  That's how 

he was liberated.  She stole a bicycle from a Russian.  The 

brother bought her new shoes.  He also introduced her to her 

future husband.  They came to the United States in 1949.  Brother 

stayed in Germany.  

 

02:05:00 
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They lived with an aunt in Brooklyn.  Went to the garment center 

to look for work and she was given a chance.  The turnstiles on 

the elevated trains reminded her of prison bars. 

 

02:10:00 

 

People treated her compassionately at work but she  was doing 

piece work and couldn't produce enough.  The employer had to fire 

her.  Through a union she got a job with an Italian employer where 

she stayed for eight years.  She was the highest paid employee.  

She wanted a child.  But husband wouldn't let her use artificial 

insemination and they ultimately decided to divorce.  The 

following year she met and married Mr. Kramer.  They have a  

daughter and son whom she named after her parents. 

 

 

02:15:00 

 

Learned that the world can be cruel and a  world without prejudice 

could be good.  Even many Jews needed to learn the lessons of 

tolerance.  Lack of tolerance is a human tragedy.  "Just see the 

human being; learn about people."  Has a stronger Jewish identity 

than she'd had before.  Embarrassed how little she knew about 

Judaism and Israel.  Persecuted for being a Jew, now at least she 

wants to know what it means to be a Jew. 
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