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 PREFACE  

 

 On October 14, 1993, Liesel Mayerfeld was interviewed on videotape by Joseph J. Preil on 

behalf of the Kean College of New Jersey Holocaust Resource Center. The interview took place in 

Union, New Jersey and is part of the Research Institute Archives of the United States Holocaust 

Memorial Museum’s collection of oral testimonies. 

 Kean College of New Jersey Holocaust Resource Center created a summary and time-coded 

notes for the interview. The reader should bear in mind that these finding aids attempt to represent 

the spoken word in the recorded interview, yet have not necessarily been verified by the 

interviewee. The finding aids should not be used in place of the interview itself. 

 Rights to the interview are held by the Kean College of New Jersey Holocaust Resource 

Center. The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum houses a copy of the interview as a result 

of a contributing organization agreement with the Kean College of New Jersey Holocaust Resource 

Center. Details concerning the Museum’s rights to use and reproduce the interview are contained in 

the contributing organization agreement. 
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   Summary of the 

 Interview with Liesel Mayerfeld 

 October 14, 1993 

 

 Liesel Mayerfeld was born in Frankfurt, Germany in 1933.  She was the middle child in a 

family with a sister one year older and a brother five years younger.  Although she was not quite 

five years old in November 1938, at the time of Kristallnacht, she remembers this traumatic period 

quite vividly.  Within one week of Kristallnacht, her pregnant mother shipped Liesel and her older 

sister to live with their unmarried uncle in the Netherlands.  Her mother then worked for the release 

of Liesel's father from Buchenwald, a concentration camp in Germany. The effort to leave Germany 

began in 1937 and assumed urgency with Kristallnacht.  Her father traveled to England in July 

1939.  Her mother and infant brother went to England on August 17, 1939.  Her mother then 

arranged for the two girls to leave the Netherlands for England on January 8, 1940. 

 The parents and three children left England for the United States on the last ship to leave 

before the United States entered the war.  They settled in Detroit, Michigan in 1940.  Adjusting to a 

new country and language was very difficult.  Her brother eventually settled in Israel.  Nevertheless 

the children were educated, married, and have 16 American and Israeli children.  Liesel Mayerfeld 

has lived in Elizabeth, New Jersey for more than 20 years. 
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 Time-coded notes of the 

 Interview with Liesel Mayerfeld 

 October 14, 1993 

 

01:00:00 

 

Resides in Elizabeth, New Jersey. Shows photo of herself and her sister in 1937 and a copy of the 

medal earned by her father in World War One, for army service and her passport with a big red J for 

Jew, and middle name of Sarah (given to all Jewish females). 

 

01:05:00 

 

Born in Frankfurt, Germany in 1933.  Remembers happy childhood.  Children were sent away 

abruptly after Kristallnacht on November 15, 1938.  Parents had great difficulty getting themselves 

out of Germany. The children went from the Netherlands, and the father out of concentration camp, 

while mother was pregnant. 

 

01:10:00  

 

Correspondence from parents working to leave Germany began in December of 1937.  After a long 

exchange, a cousin in Baltimore, Maryland agreed to sponsor the family.  She had an uncle in the 

Netherlands.  On Kristallnacht, father was deported to Buchenwald, a concentration camp in 

Germany. 

 

01:15:00 
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In the Netherlands, she forgot her parents.  When they were reunited in England she remembers 

calling her parents Mr. and Mrs. Hess.  The relationship was never the same, never close, after the 

separation.  Mother went to Gestapo daily in effort to free her husband.  Father went to England 

first, mother remained in Germany with Liesel's infant brother in effort to bring the girls to England 

from the Netherlands.  Father traveled to England in July of 1939. 

 

01:20:00 

 

1937 correspondence to Baltimore began after father and all Jews lost their jobs.  Sister left the 

Netherlands for England on January 8, 1940.  Uncle in the Netherlands was not married and died 

during the war.  (Mother went to England with infant brother on August 17, 1939.) 

 

1:25:00 

 

The family sailed from England on the last ship before the war.  She still had not come to terms with 

the fact that her parents had "abandoned the kids."  They settled in Detroit, Michigan.  Life was 

difficult.  Father started as a janitor in a school; it was difficult for a family with three children to get 

an apartment.  Her adjustment to the United States was very difficult for a family with 3 children.  

Liesel has four children, one grandchild. 

 

01:30:00 

 

Her sister lives in Detroit and has six children.  Both sisters' husbands are from Germany.  A brother 

lives in Israel, has six children.  Reviews quickly what the 16 grandchildren are doing. 
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