
1
00:00:00,000 --> 00:00:34,350

2
00:00:34,350 --> 00:00:38,460
We're continuing our
discussion with Mrs. Lefkovic.

3
00:00:38,460 --> 00:00:40,920
Mrs. Lefkovic, how
much did you know

4
00:00:40,920 --> 00:00:46,530
about what was going on
during your experiences?

5
00:00:46,530 --> 00:00:50,830
Well, we have known
already in 1942

6
00:00:50,830 --> 00:00:55,830
about letters coming
from Auschwitz.

7
00:00:55,830 --> 00:00:59,480
We did not know
where Auschwitz is.

8
00:00:59,480 --> 00:01:01,080
We knew it's in Poland.

9
00:01:01,080 --> 00:01:04,319
Then there were families--

10
00:01:04,319 --> 00:01:06,750
to Auschwitz went
young men and women.

11
00:01:06,750 --> 00:01:10,300
Families went to
Majdanek, Treblinka.

12
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00:01:10,300 --> 00:01:11,790
There were letters coming.

13
00:01:11,790 --> 00:01:13,920
The letters were not clear.

14
00:01:13,920 --> 00:01:21,210
But the message was clear enough
to realize that it's terrible.

15
00:01:21,210 --> 00:01:25,390
People were writing, saying
names of people who died,

16
00:01:25,390 --> 00:01:27,060
and they were saying
that they went

17
00:01:27,060 --> 00:01:30,180
to visit Aunt so-and-so who
has been dead for the last 20

18
00:01:30,180 --> 00:01:35,490
years, to give the message that
these people who were 16 and 18

19
00:01:35,490 --> 00:01:37,110
are dead within
two, three months.

20
00:01:37,110 --> 00:01:39,660

21
00:01:39,660 --> 00:01:42,140
I don't know exactly
when later we

22
00:01:42,140 --> 00:01:47,510
got the documented messages,
yes, and information

23
00:01:47,510 --> 00:01:52,940
from people like Dr. Vrba, who
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was a 16, 17-year-old young man

24
00:01:52,940 --> 00:01:55,580
who was one of
the very, very few

25
00:01:55,580 --> 00:02:00,530
who succeeded to get from
Auschwitz to Slovakia.

26
00:02:00,530 --> 00:02:06,440
And in Slovakia, he met with
Jewish community leadership.

27
00:02:06,440 --> 00:02:13,040
And I don't know again
how, but there was contact

28
00:02:13,040 --> 00:02:17,520
between Slovakia and Hungary.

29
00:02:17,520 --> 00:02:20,240
And we knew in Hungary,
my uncle was telling me,

30
00:02:20,240 --> 00:02:24,270
in '44, when the deportations
started in Hungary

31
00:02:24,270 --> 00:02:26,600
and we did not yet know if
we will cross the border,

32
00:02:26,600 --> 00:02:30,710
when we will cross, we will
be caught today or tomorrow,

33
00:02:30,710 --> 00:02:34,240
he told me, you don't go to
Auschwitz, me and my brother,

34
00:02:34,240 --> 00:02:35,810
and because we were young.
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35
00:02:35,810 --> 00:02:38,530
And he said, you will jump.

36
00:02:38,530 --> 00:02:42,560
And you-- it was, in a very
rude fashioned, he told us,

37
00:02:42,560 --> 00:02:45,770
you can break your
legs but you will jump.

38
00:02:45,770 --> 00:02:47,000
You have to do it.

39
00:02:47,000 --> 00:02:56,520
By the way, when we
returned to Slovakia in '44,

40
00:02:56,520 --> 00:03:00,330
my uncle remained in Hungary.

41
00:03:00,330 --> 00:03:04,070
My aunt and her three
40-year-old daughter,

42
00:03:04,070 --> 00:03:06,570
my cousin, returned with us.

43
00:03:06,570 --> 00:03:10,470
My uncle remained in Hungary
because his parents-in-law

44
00:03:10,470 --> 00:03:14,010
were detained.

45
00:03:14,010 --> 00:03:16,740
And he wanted to take--

46
00:03:16,740 --> 00:03:19,700
beginning, summer '44, they
were detained, like I said,
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47
00:03:19,700 --> 00:03:21,200
when they caught
the illegal people,

48
00:03:21,200 --> 00:03:22,890
they put them into prison.

49
00:03:22,890 --> 00:03:24,450
So these were older people.

50
00:03:24,450 --> 00:03:27,570
And he was taking them
daily food and so on.

51
00:03:27,570 --> 00:03:30,335
So he did not take care of
himself to go with his family

52
00:03:30,335 --> 00:03:32,400
but went with them.

53
00:03:32,400 --> 00:03:36,030
He was caught.

54
00:03:36,030 --> 00:03:38,340
He was taken into a transport.

55
00:03:38,340 --> 00:03:44,640
And he, with his cousin and
with another friend, jumped out.

56
00:03:44,640 --> 00:03:48,210
Already in the detention
came where they were.

57
00:03:48,210 --> 00:03:50,820
So apparently we knew
that is Auschwitz.

58
00:03:50,820 --> 00:03:55,050
They arranged-- I don't know if
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it was money or if it was not

59
00:03:55,050 --> 00:03:56,040
money--

60
00:03:56,040 --> 00:04:01,410
they were in a brick,
where you make bricks.

61
00:04:01,410 --> 00:04:04,340

62
00:04:04,340 --> 00:04:07,770
The Germans always concentrated
the Jews around Budapest

63
00:04:07,770 --> 00:04:09,990
in a brickyard place.

64
00:04:09,990 --> 00:04:12,450
And he got some tools.

65
00:04:12,450 --> 00:04:20,940
And with his tools he had also
a saw to open an iron window.

66
00:04:20,940 --> 00:04:25,650
So here you have in
the car, railroad car

67
00:04:25,650 --> 00:04:32,280
of 50 or 100 people, standing,
three men, his friend,

68
00:04:32,280 --> 00:04:33,540
his cousin, and so on.

69
00:04:33,540 --> 00:04:37,140
One was standing and holding
the other guy on his shoulders.

70
00:04:37,140 --> 00:04:40,590
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And the third was--

71
00:04:40,590 --> 00:04:42,490
can you help me--

72
00:04:42,490 --> 00:04:43,030
sawing--

73
00:04:43,030 --> 00:04:44,090
Sawing off the bricks.

74
00:04:44,090 --> 00:04:45,630
--off the window.

75
00:04:45,630 --> 00:04:48,300
And the other people
were yelling at them

76
00:04:48,300 --> 00:04:55,450
because they feared that if
three people went as numbers.

77
00:04:55,450 --> 00:04:58,200
If three will be missing,
or one will be missing,

78
00:04:58,200 --> 00:05:00,310
people will be punished.

79
00:05:00,310 --> 00:05:02,670
So can you imagine
what kind of situation

80
00:05:02,670 --> 00:05:05,160
happens that Jews have
to yell at other Jews,

81
00:05:05,160 --> 00:05:08,140
you don't save yourself
because we will be punished?

82
00:05:08,140 --> 00:05:11,610
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So one had to police those
people they should not yell

83
00:05:11,610 --> 00:05:13,560
and call the German police.

84
00:05:13,560 --> 00:05:16,680
My uncle jumped out.

85
00:05:16,680 --> 00:05:20,300
He knew that his wife and
his child are in Slovakia.

86
00:05:20,300 --> 00:05:24,570
This cousin jumped out and
the third man jumped out.

87
00:05:24,570 --> 00:05:29,330
The third man was married and
his wife did not want to jump.

88
00:05:29,330 --> 00:05:31,880
She stayed and
went to Auschwitz.

89
00:05:31,880 --> 00:05:34,970
When this man,
friend of my uncle,

90
00:05:34,970 --> 00:05:38,510
came to his mother-in-law
in Budapest, who was illegal

91
00:05:38,510 --> 00:05:46,190
but she was still there,
and told her what happened,

92
00:05:46,190 --> 00:05:48,490
the mother-in-law told
him, you killed my child.

93
00:05:48,490 --> 00:05:51,310
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94
00:05:51,310 --> 00:05:53,050
You did not save my daughter.

95
00:05:53,050 --> 00:05:54,190
She did not want to jump.

96
00:05:54,190 --> 00:05:56,950
If he would not jump,
they go together.

97
00:05:56,950 --> 00:06:01,230
Can you imagine to come into
these kinds of situations?

98
00:06:01,230 --> 00:06:03,200
So my uncle jumped,
and they crossed again

99
00:06:03,200 --> 00:06:05,440
and he was not caught
and he returned.

100
00:06:05,440 --> 00:06:06,980
And they were
caught in September

101
00:06:06,980 --> 00:06:08,840
together with my aunt.

102
00:06:08,840 --> 00:06:13,200
My aunt is a heavy person.

103
00:06:13,200 --> 00:06:18,060
And he told me in Sered,
this time I cannot jump,

104
00:06:18,060 --> 00:06:19,320
because my wife cannot jump.

105
00:06:19,320 --> 00:06:25,800
Because he went through this
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experience of the husband

106
00:06:25,800 --> 00:06:28,716
getting out and the wife not.

107
00:06:28,716 --> 00:06:30,490
I go with Anne.

108
00:06:30,490 --> 00:06:33,350
And he went with her, and
said returned and he did not.

109
00:06:33,350 --> 00:06:35,950

110
00:06:35,950 --> 00:06:38,000
My cousin, who was
five years old,

111
00:06:38,000 --> 00:06:40,960
she was with a
non-Jewish family.

112
00:06:40,960 --> 00:06:42,190
My aunt returned.

113
00:06:42,190 --> 00:06:47,290
I don't know, she is a tall
and used to be a heavy woman.

114
00:06:47,290 --> 00:06:49,990
She came back.

115
00:06:49,990 --> 00:06:51,550
I did not recognize her.

116
00:06:51,550 --> 00:06:52,960
She recognized me.

117
00:06:52,960 --> 00:06:55,720
She looked like her
own grandmother.
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118
00:06:55,720 --> 00:06:58,930
She had-- she was yellow.

119
00:06:58,930 --> 00:07:00,610
Everything was in ruins.

120
00:07:00,610 --> 00:07:06,520
She might have been probably,
I don't know, 60 or 80 pounds.

121
00:07:06,520 --> 00:07:12,820
But it was an unbelievable
number compared to what I was.

122
00:07:12,820 --> 00:07:15,200
And we were, at the
time, it was only

123
00:07:15,200 --> 00:07:18,430
one month after liberation.

124
00:07:18,430 --> 00:07:20,830
She had jaundice.

125
00:07:20,830 --> 00:07:23,290
And she was in full pain--

126
00:07:23,290 --> 00:07:30,160
she had terrible wounds all over
from malnutrition, her feet.

127
00:07:30,160 --> 00:07:32,950
Because she was a big
woman and she was so thin,

128
00:07:32,950 --> 00:07:37,210
her feet and her hands
looked so very, very large.

129
00:07:37,210 --> 00:07:39,900
And we were sitting
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in a cafe where

130
00:07:39,900 --> 00:07:42,940
[INAUDIBLE] met in
Bratislava, which

131
00:07:42,940 --> 00:07:45,070
was a capital of Slovakia.

132
00:07:45,070 --> 00:07:48,440
I don't know how everybody
knew when he returned

133
00:07:48,440 --> 00:07:51,010
he has to go to cafe palace.

134
00:07:51,010 --> 00:07:53,155
So we were sitting with
my mother in cafe palace.

135
00:07:53,155 --> 00:07:56,240

136
00:07:56,240 --> 00:07:58,840
And somebody comes to me.

137
00:07:58,840 --> 00:08:01,310
And she looked like
her own grandmother.

138
00:08:01,310 --> 00:08:06,320
I saw some similarity, but
I never saw this woman.

139
00:08:06,320 --> 00:08:07,190
So she knew me.

140
00:08:07,190 --> 00:08:08,280
I did not know here.

141
00:08:08,280 --> 00:08:09,510
That was my aunt.
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142
00:08:09,510 --> 00:08:10,790
She is now here.

143
00:08:10,790 --> 00:08:13,340
She said, I never
would have made it.

144
00:08:13,340 --> 00:08:14,990
She went through Auschwitz.

145
00:08:14,990 --> 00:08:18,470
She has a tattooed number.

146
00:08:18,470 --> 00:08:23,000
She went on this hunger
march for three months.

147
00:08:23,000 --> 00:08:26,510
I would never have been able
to go in snow, barefooted,

148
00:08:26,510 --> 00:08:28,370
for three months.

149
00:08:28,370 --> 00:08:29,780
She did it.

150
00:08:29,780 --> 00:08:32,419
She said she did
not want to live.

151
00:08:32,419 --> 00:08:34,159
She knew she has to
live, because she has

152
00:08:34,159 --> 00:08:35,590
a five-year-old child outside.

153
00:08:35,590 --> 00:08:39,750

Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word generated with 3Play Media.  
It is not the primary source, and it may contain errors in spelling or accuracy.



154
00:08:39,750 --> 00:08:41,500
What happened to her child?

155
00:08:41,500 --> 00:08:43,019
She was outside.

156
00:08:43,019 --> 00:08:44,280
They reunited.

157
00:08:44,280 --> 00:08:48,590
So when she came, she
immediately needed care.

158
00:08:48,590 --> 00:08:51,300
I took her to a cousin
I knew already said,

159
00:08:51,300 --> 00:08:55,240
there is a cousin of hers
who has an apartment.

160
00:08:55,240 --> 00:08:56,980
So she went there.

161
00:08:56,980 --> 00:09:00,550
How were you reunited
with your family?

162
00:09:00,550 --> 00:09:02,240
Well, when I came
to my home town,

163
00:09:02,240 --> 00:09:04,120
there was one Jewish
family and they told me

164
00:09:04,120 --> 00:09:08,000
where my mother and
brother are hiding.

165
00:09:08,000 --> 00:09:12,250
It was in my
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grandparents' village.

166
00:09:12,250 --> 00:09:19,900
And I took a train and I
walked and I came there.

167
00:09:19,900 --> 00:09:27,340
And in the beginning,
you know, we just

168
00:09:27,340 --> 00:09:29,560
did not recognize each other.

169
00:09:29,560 --> 00:09:31,180
Because my mother
looked so terrible.

170
00:09:31,180 --> 00:09:32,620
She had long hair.

171
00:09:32,620 --> 00:09:34,660
She never had long hair.

172
00:09:34,660 --> 00:09:35,380
She was gray.

173
00:09:35,380 --> 00:09:37,720
She was not gray before that.

174
00:09:37,720 --> 00:09:44,500
I was blond and black,
because I did not

175
00:09:44,500 --> 00:09:46,270
have the colors
in Theresienstadt

176
00:09:46,270 --> 00:09:48,460
to continue with [INAUDIBLE].

177
00:09:48,460 --> 00:09:51,280
And we just looked
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at each other,

178
00:09:51,280 --> 00:09:56,200
and there was a lot of crying,
because they were already

179
00:09:56,200 --> 00:09:59,320
one month liberated and my
brother was coming and going,

180
00:09:59,320 --> 00:10:00,940
and he brought all
the news of people

181
00:10:00,940 --> 00:10:03,860
coming back and of
camps and of deaths

182
00:10:03,860 --> 00:10:07,040
and of what was happening.

183
00:10:07,040 --> 00:10:10,422
So when I came-- yes, and of
course they did not expect me,

184
00:10:10,422 --> 00:10:12,005
because they knew
that I was deported.

185
00:10:12,005 --> 00:10:15,270

186
00:10:15,270 --> 00:10:17,410
And here I was.

187
00:10:17,410 --> 00:10:21,100
Because I did not go further
from Theresienstadt because I

188
00:10:21,100 --> 00:10:25,900
came at the right time
when deportation ceased.
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189
00:10:25,900 --> 00:10:28,539
Did you find out anything
more about your father?

190
00:10:28,539 --> 00:10:29,039
Yes.

191
00:10:29,039 --> 00:10:32,210

192
00:10:32,210 --> 00:10:38,870
I was one time later in
the summer in jewelry store

193
00:10:38,870 --> 00:10:41,150
to fix a watch.

194
00:10:41,150 --> 00:10:43,940
And when I gave
my name, yes, when

195
00:10:43,940 --> 00:10:46,860
he was taking [? some order ?],,
a man was standing next,

196
00:10:46,860 --> 00:10:51,640
and he says, ah,
your name is Aschner.

197
00:10:51,640 --> 00:10:54,360
I knew your father,
and that was his name.

198
00:10:54,360 --> 00:10:55,710
And I said, yes.

199
00:10:55,710 --> 00:10:58,830
This man was a watchmaker.

200
00:10:58,830 --> 00:11:01,610
And there is a story,
I don't know it's true,
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201
00:11:01,610 --> 00:11:07,070
that the Germans took about
60 men who were watchmakers.

202
00:11:07,070 --> 00:11:11,510
And they needed them for
some kind of instruments.

203
00:11:11,510 --> 00:11:17,330
And this man survived
three years of Auschwitz.

204
00:11:17,330 --> 00:11:21,850
And they were working
inside, not in cold.

205
00:11:21,850 --> 00:11:24,130
And they were apparently
relatively fed.

206
00:11:24,130 --> 00:11:25,550
They survived.

207
00:11:25,550 --> 00:11:29,740
So this man was
somebody, and he told me

208
00:11:29,740 --> 00:11:34,570
that my father died in
approximately August

209
00:11:34,570 --> 00:11:38,950
in Majdanek of typhoid.

210
00:11:38,950 --> 00:11:43,180
So I was very grateful that my
father died, that he did not

211
00:11:43,180 --> 00:11:44,570
have to go to a death chamber.

212
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00:11:44,570 --> 00:11:47,870

213
00:11:47,870 --> 00:11:50,060
Were you involved at
all-- you or your friends

214
00:11:50,060 --> 00:11:54,250
involved at all with the
poetry and the artwork

215
00:11:54,250 --> 00:11:57,500
and the concerts that
went on to resist that?

216
00:11:57,500 --> 00:12:03,560
No, we were heavy
labor duty people.

217
00:12:03,560 --> 00:12:05,300
Those were apparently people--

218
00:12:05,300 --> 00:12:07,650
at first, we did
not have the skill,

219
00:12:07,650 --> 00:12:10,190
and second, we came later.

220
00:12:10,190 --> 00:12:12,680
And these were
apparently the people

221
00:12:12,680 --> 00:12:16,370
who came into the beginning and
who produced before we arrived.

222
00:12:16,370 --> 00:12:18,980

223
00:12:18,980 --> 00:12:22,010
You were aware,
were you, of what

Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word generated with 3Play Media.  
It is not the primary source, and it may contain errors in spelling or accuracy.



224
00:12:22,010 --> 00:12:25,340
the Germans were attempting to
do with Theresienstadt to make

225
00:12:25,340 --> 00:12:32,810
it sort of a model city or a
model camp for the Red Cross

226
00:12:32,810 --> 00:12:35,100
and for others.

227
00:12:35,100 --> 00:12:37,918
No, we did not know
about Theresienstadt,

228
00:12:37,918 --> 00:12:38,960
where we were in Hungary.

229
00:12:38,960 --> 00:12:41,510
We knew only about Poland.

230
00:12:41,510 --> 00:12:44,250
And because Jews
from Slovakia were

231
00:12:44,250 --> 00:12:47,660
deported to Poland '42, '44.

232
00:12:47,660 --> 00:12:51,530
Only when I was in Sered later
in '44, somehow apparently

233
00:12:51,530 --> 00:12:56,310
the Germans, lying
and promising,

234
00:12:56,310 --> 00:12:59,160
were telling that
Theresienstadt is a better place

235
00:12:59,160 --> 00:13:04,310
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and therefore, they were giving
us like a bonus to sending us.

236
00:13:04,310 --> 00:13:06,650
But it was not because
they were so good to us.

237
00:13:06,650 --> 00:13:13,100
It was because the
armies were advancing.

238
00:13:13,100 --> 00:13:16,100
And there was no
anymore North and there

239
00:13:16,100 --> 00:13:18,290
was no anymore Bergen-Belsen.

240
00:13:18,290 --> 00:13:22,610
So the last place
to be liberated

241
00:13:22,610 --> 00:13:25,640
was place which
was around Prague,

242
00:13:25,640 --> 00:13:30,290
because the Russians were
coming from the East,

243
00:13:30,290 --> 00:13:35,270
the Americans were coming
from the South, from Austria.

244
00:13:35,270 --> 00:13:39,160
So this was a place to go.

245
00:13:39,160 --> 00:13:43,500
But the terrible thing
today, when one is thinking,

246
00:13:43,500 --> 00:13:48,160
is that at this time,
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every train was needed.

247
00:13:48,160 --> 00:13:51,290
They had enough
trains to deport Jews,

248
00:13:51,290 --> 00:13:52,815
let's say in '44 from Hungary.

249
00:13:52,815 --> 00:13:55,380

250
00:13:55,380 --> 00:13:58,610
Another terrible thing is
that not one railroad track

251
00:13:58,610 --> 00:14:00,740
was bombarded.

252
00:14:00,740 --> 00:14:04,590
Because when I was talking about
this relatively calm summer

253
00:14:04,590 --> 00:14:07,670
of '44, when I
returned from Hungary

254
00:14:07,670 --> 00:14:11,070
and before the deportations
started in Slovakia,

255
00:14:11,070 --> 00:14:21,210
there was daily airplane alarm.

256
00:14:21,210 --> 00:14:24,520
The planes crossed
Slovakia coming from Italy,

257
00:14:24,520 --> 00:14:28,680
from Hungary, and so on going
North, to bombard Germany.

258
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00:14:28,680 --> 00:14:30,818
Nothing was dropped
in the middle.

259
00:14:30,818 --> 00:14:31,860
It's the railroad tracks.

260
00:14:31,860 --> 00:14:35,480

261
00:14:35,480 --> 00:14:38,280
And you think they
knew about all of it.

262
00:14:38,280 --> 00:14:40,532
If I knew, they knew.

263
00:14:40,532 --> 00:14:45,000
They had that
information when we had.

264
00:14:45,000 --> 00:14:49,560
Have you ever attended a
reunion for Holocaust survivors?

265
00:14:49,560 --> 00:14:53,120
Yes, many times.

266
00:14:53,120 --> 00:14:56,220
In Israel.

267
00:14:56,220 --> 00:14:58,660
Here, I meet also occasionally.

268
00:14:58,660 --> 00:15:01,375
And I have reunion, whether I
invite some people for dinner,

269
00:15:01,375 --> 00:15:02,000
it's a reunion.

270
00:15:02,000 --> 00:15:04,650
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271
00:15:04,650 --> 00:15:07,250
Did you go to Israel
right after the war?

272
00:15:07,250 --> 00:15:09,540
I studied after
the war in Prague.

273
00:15:09,540 --> 00:15:13,980
And in '49, I went.

274
00:15:13,980 --> 00:15:19,702
I was 19, no, I was 20, I
went back to high school.

275
00:15:19,702 --> 00:15:20,910
I never finished high school.

276
00:15:20,910 --> 00:15:21,660
I was 22.

277
00:15:21,660 --> 00:15:25,880
I went to the
university in Prague.

278
00:15:25,880 --> 00:15:32,100
And the hardships, I could
tell a lot about hard life.

279
00:15:32,100 --> 00:15:34,420
I never considered it
hard, because it was all

280
00:15:34,420 --> 00:15:37,040
always compared to.

281
00:15:37,040 --> 00:15:42,506
So like I say, I don't take
a warm room for granted.

282
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00:15:42,506 --> 00:15:46,200
Do you speak with your
children about the Holocaust?

283
00:15:46,200 --> 00:15:46,700
Yes.

284
00:15:46,700 --> 00:15:49,670
But I did not give them
the whole story, because it

285
00:15:49,670 --> 00:15:52,580
comes somehow in pieces.

286
00:15:52,580 --> 00:15:55,640
I tried to tell it to them,
because I had to tell.

287
00:15:55,640 --> 00:15:58,550
My husband, his
whole family, he--

288
00:15:58,550 --> 00:16:01,480
I was a lucky one.

289
00:16:01,480 --> 00:16:03,670
I had a mother and a brother.

290
00:16:03,670 --> 00:16:06,800
My husband had two
sisters, two parents.

291
00:16:06,800 --> 00:16:08,860
Nobody is alive.

292
00:16:08,860 --> 00:16:10,630
So we had to explain.

293
00:16:10,630 --> 00:16:12,040
So it's not difficult in Israel.

294
00:16:12,040 --> 00:16:14,590
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Because in Israel, everybody
was in the same situation.

295
00:16:14,590 --> 00:16:19,180

296
00:16:19,180 --> 00:16:22,630
And this was very, very hard
how to tell, what part to tell,

297
00:16:22,630 --> 00:16:24,130
how much to tell.

298
00:16:24,130 --> 00:16:29,440
And later, I also
felt that I don't

299
00:16:29,440 --> 00:16:33,330
want to impose of them horrors.

300
00:16:33,330 --> 00:16:36,650
Because my cousin,
who was five and six,

301
00:16:36,650 --> 00:16:41,090
and she was, and her mother
returned with 60 pounds,

302
00:16:41,090 --> 00:16:43,850
and she did not
recognize her mother,

303
00:16:43,850 --> 00:16:48,560
because she was for about nine
months with a Christian family.

304
00:16:48,560 --> 00:16:51,205
And the Christian family
where she was deposited

305
00:16:51,205 --> 00:16:54,440
put her into another
Christian family,
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306
00:16:54,440 --> 00:16:55,850
because they were scared.

307
00:16:55,850 --> 00:16:57,590
And they just loved her.

308
00:16:57,590 --> 00:17:00,110
And they made her
their own child.

309
00:17:00,110 --> 00:17:03,380

310
00:17:03,380 --> 00:17:07,380
They told her at the same time
that her mother is somewhere.

311
00:17:07,380 --> 00:17:09,530
I don't know what they told her.

312
00:17:09,530 --> 00:17:12,260
When her mother returned and
she got scared to see her,

313
00:17:12,260 --> 00:17:16,990
because I was scared
to see her mother,

314
00:17:16,990 --> 00:17:22,450
she was kneeling at her bed
and praying to Jesus Christ

315
00:17:22,450 --> 00:17:28,620
to save her mother, to get
her healthy, to get her well.

316
00:17:28,620 --> 00:17:31,330
Because she was used to
say a prayer every evening

317
00:17:31,330 --> 00:17:34,130
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with the Christian family.

318
00:17:34,130 --> 00:17:37,772
My aunt and my cousin have
excellent relationship

319
00:17:37,772 --> 00:17:38,480
with this family.

320
00:17:38,480 --> 00:17:40,760
They were so good to them.

321
00:17:40,760 --> 00:17:45,690
They came to visit
them in United States.

322
00:17:45,690 --> 00:17:46,750
They have correspondence.

323
00:17:46,750 --> 00:17:51,150
They sent presents to them.

324
00:17:51,150 --> 00:17:53,520
How do you feel about
the German people today?

325
00:17:53,520 --> 00:18:00,590

326
00:18:00,590 --> 00:18:05,960
Look, as long as somebody's name
is not Eichmann or somebody who

327
00:18:05,960 --> 00:18:14,530
can be, about whom I know
that he was SS and so on,

328
00:18:14,530 --> 00:18:16,080
and there is a new generation.

329
00:18:16,080 --> 00:18:21,660
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330
00:18:21,660 --> 00:18:23,360
I don't know if it's not normal.

331
00:18:23,360 --> 00:18:25,860
I don't have anger.

332
00:18:25,860 --> 00:18:27,630
I have a lot of sorrow.

333
00:18:27,630 --> 00:18:29,280
I don't have anger in me.

334
00:18:29,280 --> 00:18:35,420

335
00:18:35,420 --> 00:18:38,690
The guy who was our
commandant and who

336
00:18:38,690 --> 00:18:43,940
is now living in Syria, his
name is Brunner, I remembered.

337
00:18:43,940 --> 00:18:49,310
Yes, he was organizing
for deportation in '44

338
00:18:49,310 --> 00:18:51,840
from Sered, Slovakia
to Auschwitz.

339
00:18:51,840 --> 00:18:54,268
Saw him daily running
through the camp,

340
00:18:54,268 --> 00:19:01,210
[MAKES SOUND EFFECTS],, with
a stick, ordering people,

341
00:19:01,210 --> 00:19:02,560
and we were trembling.
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342
00:19:02,560 --> 00:19:05,540

343
00:19:05,540 --> 00:19:09,710
Does the knowledge that
this man is still alive

344
00:19:09,710 --> 00:19:13,830
and protected bother you?

345
00:19:13,830 --> 00:19:14,670
It does.

346
00:19:14,670 --> 00:19:17,530
But there are so many others.

347
00:19:17,530 --> 00:19:21,600
It was a whole nation
who participated.

348
00:19:21,600 --> 00:19:23,635
It could not have
happened otherwise.

349
00:19:23,635 --> 00:19:28,860

350
00:19:28,860 --> 00:19:32,330
Is there anything else
you want to add or say?

351
00:19:32,330 --> 00:19:39,560

352
00:19:39,560 --> 00:19:54,670
Well, when I see fundamentalism
or political very authoritarian

353
00:19:54,670 --> 00:19:55,860
regime, I get scared.
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354
00:19:55,860 --> 00:20:02,530

355
00:20:02,530 --> 00:20:05,430
And when I see that people
follow, I get even more scared.

356
00:20:05,430 --> 00:20:09,210
Because I said always,
it's not a disaster

357
00:20:09,210 --> 00:20:11,470
that one leader is crazy.

358
00:20:11,470 --> 00:20:15,260
The disaster is that
people follow him.

359
00:20:15,260 --> 00:20:17,430
If he would be crazy and
nobody would follow him,

360
00:20:17,430 --> 00:20:21,170
he could not do too
much, whether his name is

361
00:20:21,170 --> 00:20:22,830
Stalin or Hitler.

362
00:20:22,830 --> 00:20:27,920

363
00:20:27,920 --> 00:20:28,420
OK.

364
00:20:28,420 --> 00:20:30,340
Thank you very much.

365
00:20:30,340 --> 00:20:32,160
Thank you.

366
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00:20:32,160 --> 00:20:47,000
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