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 PREFACE 

 

 On June 12, 1992, Henry Lowenbraun was interviewed on 

videotape by Mark Lender and Joseph J. Preil on behalf of the Kean 

College of New Jersey Holocaust Resource Center. The interview 

took place in Union, New Jersey and is part of the Research 

Institute Archives of the United States Holocaust Memorial 

Museum’s collection of oral testimonies. 

 Kean College of New Jersey Holocaust Resource Center created 

a summary and time-coded notes for the interview. The reader 

should bear in mind that these finding aids attempt to represent 

the spoken word in the recorded interview, yet have not 

necessarily been verified by the interviewee. The finding aids 

should not be used in place of the interview itself. 

 Rights to the interview are held by the Kean College of New 

Jersey Holocaust Resource Center. The United States Holocaust 

Memorial Museum houses a copy of the interview as a result of a 

contributing organization agreement with the Kean College of New 

Jersey Holocaust Resource Center. Details concerning the Museum’s 

rights to use and reproduce the interview are contained in the 

contributing organization agreement. 
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   Summary of the 

 Interview with Henry Lowenbraun 

 June 12, 1992 

 

Henry Lowenbraun was born in Láncut, Poland on August 1, 1922.  

His family consisted of his parents, four brothers and four 

sisters.  Only Henry, one brother and one sister survived the 

Holocaust.  At the outbreak of the war Henry was in Láncut but was 

soon moved into the ghetto in Rzeszów, Poland, a few miles away.  

Although he had stomach typhus, he was selected for work. In 1942 

he escaped from the ghetto, and hid in the Láncut woods.  In the 

spring he returned to the ghetto voluntarily to join his sister.  

In 1943, he was transported to the Szebnie concentration camp in 

Poland.   He recalls an experience at the appel where every 10th 

person was executed.  In the fall of 1943, he was transported, 

barefoot, to Auschwitz concentration camp in Poland.  He was 

eventually assigned to the Buna factory in Monowitz, a sub camp of 

Auschwitz where he worked until January 17, 1945.  Henry was then 

put on a death march to Glebowice, Poland where he was herded into 

an uncovered cattle car in the snow with no food.  Twelve days 

later, the train arrived at Nordhausen, a sub camp of Dora 

concentration camp in Germany where Henry developed pneumonic 

pleurisy.  The camp was liberated in April while he was in the 

hospital.  After the war, Henry stayed in a displaced persons camp 

in Stutgart, Germany from 1945-1949.  While there, he met his wife 

and married in 1946 before emigrating to the United States in 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

 
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy. 



USHMM Archives RG-50.002*0041 2 
 

1949.  They first lived in Brooklyn, New York and moved to Newark, 

New Jersey in 1955.          
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 Time-coded notes of the 

 Interview with Henry Lowenbraun 

 June 12, 1992 

 

01:01:00 

 

Henry Lowenbraun was born in Láncut, Poland.  His family consisted 

of his parents, four boys and four girls.  Two of his brothers and 

one sister were killed in the Holocaust.  He was in the Rzeszów 

ghetto in Poland.  He worked sweeping the streets and around the 

trains.  He developed stomach typhus while in the Rzesow ghetto.  

There were all kinds of killings and Aktions there.  In 1941, he 

was in Láncut.  

 

01:06:00 

 

In 1942, in the Rzeszów ghetto, he recovered somewhat from typhus.  

At a selection, he was ill but it appears that he was selected for 

labor.  The ghetto was a few miles from Láncut, a town of 3,000 

Jews.  He does not know the total population.  He escaped to the 

Láncut woods and voluntarily went back to the ghetto to join his 

sister from the spring of 1942 until the spring of 1943.  He was 

then shipped to Szebnie concentration camp in Poland.   
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01:11:00 

 

He worked in Szebnie shoveling and moving manure to the fields.  

His Commandant, who had a automatic weapon, often said: "I'm your 

father."  He did shot and hanged many inmates.  Once, an inmate 

did not return from town.  An appel was made and every 10th person 

was murdered.  They walked from there, under the guard of the SS, 

to Mordarka, Poland, to the train station.  That Commandant was 

sentenced to death after the war.   

 

01:16:00 

 

First, they had to discard all their valuables.  If one did not do 

this, he was shot.  One day, a large group of people was brought 

in from Kraków, Poland and murdered.  They were then taken, 

barefoot, by train to Auschwitz.  This was around the fall of 

1943.  Dr. Josef Mengele asked Henry his age and profession.  

After several hours, they were disinfected, their heads were 

shaved and they were given striped uniforms.   

 

01:21:00 

 

They were given soup, and placed in barracks.  The beds had no 

straw or mattresses,  
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just wood.  They were given wooden "Holland" shoes.  Every morning 

at the Appel, they carried  big stones back and forth.  One day, 

Henry did not pick up a stone and he was hit with a rifle. He was 

taken as a locksmith to work at I.G. Farben's Buna factory in 

Monowitz, a sub camp of Auschwitz.  He worked on an underground 

cable. 

01:26:00 

 

He was in block 21.  One day in 1944, the Americans bombed the 

Farben factory.  Another day, two inmates escaped.  They were 

found and hanged at the appel.  Everybody had to walk past them. 

 

01:31:00 

 

He worked in Monowitz until January 17, 1945.  He was then put on 

a death march to Glebowice, Poland.  The next morning, he was put 

on a cattle car train.  It was snowing and there was no roof.  He 

was on the train for 12 days.  While riding through 

Czechoslovakia, they were licking the snow because there was 

practically no food.  Finally, they ended up in Nordhausen, a sub 

camp of Dora concentration camp in Germany.  This was worse than 

Auschwitz.  The Germans did not leave them in Auschwitz because 

they did not want any witnesses left.   

 

01:36:00 
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In Nordhausen, they lifted heavy things.  Henry worked the night 

shift.  The food was miserable.  He became sick with pneumonic 

pleurisy.  General Dwight Eisenhower liberated the camp in April 

1945.  He did not see him because he was in the hospital. 

 

 

01:41:00 

 

When asked how long it took him to recover, Henry says, "I'll tell 

you, I'm not recovered yet."  He came to the United States on 

April 6, 1949.  He was in a displaced persons camp in Stutgart, 

Germany.  He met his wife in 1946 at a Purim dance.  They married 

there.  His entire family was killed except one brother who came 

to Brooklyn, New York and one sister who lives in Florida. 

 

01:46:00 

 

Henry came to Brooklyn, New York and worked in a fish market for 

his uncle.  He opened his own fish store in Newark, New Jersey in 

1955.  He had his fish store for 16 years until 1971.  His wife 

helped him.  His uncle died in 1970.  One cousin quit because it 

was too dangerous in Stuyvesant, New York.  Henry took over the 

store but then quit after a hold-up.  He has two children, a 

daughter and a son.  
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01:51:00 

 

When asked how did he manage to survive, Henry replied: "I came 

from a strong family."  "You have to get along with everybody 

regardless of religion or background."  When asked if he learned 

about the nature of people, Henry answered: "You have to be born 

with a good character.  Not all people in any nation or group are 

good...or bad.  We have to teach the children.  We all have to 

learn from the Holocaust.  We have to stop it as soon as we have a 

chance." 
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