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 PREFACE 

 

 On April 9, April 27, and June 1, 1987, Dina Weinreb Jacoud was interviewed on videotape 

by Henry Kaplowitz, Phyllis Diamond-Tobin, and Bernard Weinstein on behalf of the Kean College 

of New Jersey Holocaust Resource Center. The interview took place in Union, New Jersey and is 

part of the Research Institute Archives of the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum’s 

collection of oral testimonies. 

 Kean College of New Jersey Holocaust Resource Center created a summary and time-coded 

notes for the interview. The reader should bear in mind that these finding aids attempt to represent 

the spoken word in the recorded interview, yet have not necessarily been verified by the 

interviewee. The finding aids should not be used in place of the interview itself. 

 Rights to the interview are held by the Kean College of New Jersey Holocaust Resource 

Center. The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum houses a copy of the interview as a result 

of a contributing organization agreement with the Kean College of New Jersey Holocaust Resource 

Center. Details concerning the Museum’s rights to use and reproduce the interview are contained in 

the contributing organization agreement. 
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   Summary of the 

 Interview with Dina Weinreb Jacoud 

 April 9, April 27, and June 1, 1987 

 

 Dina Weinreb Jacoud was born on June 7, 1925 in Lavochne, Ukraine, on the Polish-

Hungarian border.  Lavochne was a check-point for commercial travelers who frequented Dina's 

family's hotel.  Dina attended school in Stryy, Ukraine in 1942 when the Germans took over 

Lavochne and the surrounding area. 

 When the Germans rounded-up the Jews in Lavochne in August, 1944, Dina hid in the 

woods with her father.  Their family split up in order to increase their chances of survival.  Dina and 

her father eventually met up with her younger brother in Hungary.  The rest of their immediate 

family had been caught trying to escape the round-up.  Once in Hungary, Dina received Christian 

papers and from then on she assumed the identity of Stephany Warge, a "mischlinge."  Dina then 

attempted to move to Budapest, Hungary with her father, brother, and a friend.  Their group was 

caught and they were arrested as political prisoners, because they were treated as Christians and not 

as Jews, and sent to prison in Bekescsaba, Hungary.  From prison, Dina was transported to 

Auschwitz concentration camp in Poland as  political prisoner.  In Auschwitz, she wore the red 

triangle marking of a Christian.  In Auschwitz, Dina performed slave labor as part of the 

"aussenkommando."  From Auschwitz, Dina was transported to bulb factory in Plauen, Germany, 

which was supposedly all Christians.  There were other Jews posing as Christians in the Plauen 

factory. 

 Dina was liberated from Plauen and was sent to Feldafing displaced persons camp in 

Germany.  Dina met her future husband in Feldafing.  Dina returned to Hungary to find distant 

relatives.  Meanwhile, her future husband went to Poland.  They returned to Feldafing and were 

married.  After their marriage they moved to Munich, Germany where they lived for two years.  

From Munich, they moved to New Orleans, Louisiana on August 8, 1949.  They moved from New 
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Orleans to Miami, Florida and then to New York and on to Newark, New Jersey.  Dina has a son 

and a daughter and currently resides with her third husband. 
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 Time-coded notes of the 

 Interview with Dina Weinreb Jacoud 

 April 9, April 27, and June 1, 1987 

 

TAPE ONE:  APRIL 9, 1987 

 

01:00:00 

 

Narration of Shoes, a poem by Moshe Shulman, first in Yiddish and then in the English translation.  

"We are the legacy."   

 

01:06:00 

 

Continuation, "Hymn of the Shoes," the Army of Shoes as the last witnesses in their march across 

European capitals to death chambers.  Admonition:  "Listen, people of the world; don't let it happen 

again." 

 

01:11:00 

 

Dina was born in Lawanza, Poland (Lavochne, Ukraine).  She was the middle child of five children.  

Her family was middle-class.  The children helped out in the family business which was a 

restaurant/tavern and a hotel.  Lavochne was on the Hungarian-Polish border.  It was the check-

point for commercial travelers who frequented Dina's family's hotel.  The town was populated 

mostly by Ukrainian and Polish people.  There were 150 Jews in the town.  The public school only 

went through the fourth year.  It was necessary to board in Lemberg, Poland (L`viv, Ukraine) 35 
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miles away to engage in further study.  A Rabbi came to teach children Hebrew at home when each 

child reached the age of three or four.  

 

01:16:00 

 

The younger children in Dina's family were sent to their grandparents to continue their education.  

Her grandfather managed a large farm in Sinowodze, Poland (Verkhneye Sinevidnoye, Ukraine).  

They attended school in Stryj, Poland (Stryy, Ukraine).  Dina describes her happy vacations there.  

Her grandfather was very learned and generous to strangers. 

 

01:21:00 

 

Dina tells of her cousin's daring escape when Nazis came to Verkhneye Sinevidnoye.  Her cousin 

posed as a Christian and helped two others to escape by hiding them and sharing her food.  Later, 

they all met in Israel.  Dina remembers the partition of Poland in 1929.  She recalls that life was 

better under the Russians than under the Nazis. 

 

01:26:00 

 

Dina recalls the years 1942 to 1944:  The Russians confiscated her grandparents' home.  They left 

for Stryy.  While still in Stryy, Dina and her sister were permitted to go to school. 

 

01:26:00 
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Dina's family was very religious.  Her father was learned and multilingual.  Under Russian rule, the 

children had to go to school on Saturdays.  Dina's father agreed to comply.  Dina's mother sent Dina 

to a professional school for further education and to learn a skill.  The war broke out.  Dina attended 

a Russian pedagogical school.  The good students received a stipend.  Dina was encouraged to 

qualify. 

 

01:31:00 

 

In 1939, Dina remembers that they knew the war was imminent.  They heard bombardment.  

Germans preceded Russians, and they gave Ukrainians a free hand.  They used scythes to kill Jews.  

Germans could not stand such savagery.  They considered them more barbaric than themselves.  

Before the Germans left, they rounded up the intelligentsia and shipped them out.  The Germans 

also sent false letters to relatives stating that those people were in a camp. 

 

01:36:00 

 

Dina describes trying to walk to Stryy.  She remembers that she missed her family.  Dina's uncle 

lived in Stryy; he did not survive.  Dina contacted her parents, somehow.  They were taken by a 

Polksdeutsch (Volksdeutsche) friend to Lavochne where they joined their family.  The Russians had 

confiscated their business and property.  Dina's father had to make a living selling beans, flour, and 

hidden valuables.  Those siding with the Russians survived. 

 

01:41:00 
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Dina's brothers worked in the woods during the day and came home at night.  They organized 

bartering arrangements.  One day at the end of July or the beginning of August in 1944, the 

Germans rounded up Jews.  Dina's mother said that everyone should try to survive independently.  

Dina had always been a sickly child.  During this round-up, she hid in the woods with her father.  

One of Dina's brothers ran away but was caught.  Her other brother made it to Hungary.  Dina's 

mother and sister were caught trying to escape.  Dina's younger sister, who was too young to wear a 

star, was supposed to be sent with another family.  However, they did not take her and she was 

caught.  Dina met up with her younger brother in Hungary. 

 

01:46:00 

 

Dina's father's plan was to go to Hungary.  Hungary used to expel non-Hungarian citizens.  By 

joining a family of non-Hungarian citizens, they might escape notice.  When Dina and her father 

met this family at the border with Hungary, a woman hid them in an attic.  Dina describes the efforts 

of a friend, Sender Shteinberg, to help them get to Beregovo, Ukraine to hide in one room with 

another family.  Dina's father learned the fate of the rest of their family and he was inconsolable. 

 

01:51:00 

 

Dina tells of getting Christian papers.  She used the name of Stephany Warge, a "mischlinge."  

Policemen noticed Dina's father and took him back to Poland.  Dina was devastated.  Her friend, 

Shteinberg, went to the Hungarian-Polish border to look for her father.  Two Germans left Dina's 

father, giving him an opportunity to escape.  Shteinberg brought him back into Hungary.  Their 

reunion was mind-boggling.  The police saw Dina's father again and wanted to take him away.  
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Dina and her brother appealed to the policeman and he let their father go.  The went to "Kehile" 

(prewar Jewish community).  Dina collapsed.  They then went to Budapest, Hungary. 

 

TAPE TWO:  APRIL 27, 1987 

 

01:56:00 

 

Sender Shteinberg went with Dina and her father and her brother to Budapest.  They were illegal.  

They hid at first, but then they found jobs.  Dina's brother worked in a factory.  Dina's father rented 

them all a room.  One Saturday, the family visited the "Kehile" together.  They got papers which 

said that they were not Jewish.  They had to register every three moths.  They could not remain too 

long in Budapest.  They stayed with a woman who had two children.  Dina remembers one of 

woman's children was abnormal. 

 

02:01:00 

 

They found a social group of aliens.  This group consisted of rich people.  Dina and her father and 

brother were included in their Shabbat.  All the people in this social group were Jewish and had 

Christian papers.  Dina remembers that conditions improved.  The store where they shopped offered 

to hide them if Dina would marry the owner.  Dina reflect that perhaps she should have done it to 

save her father. 

 

02:06:00 
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 In 1944, the Germans came.  A group ran to Bakerstabe, near the Rumanian border (Bekescsaba, 

Hungary), hoping they could eventually get to Israel.  The entire group was caught.  Dina describes 

her group's decision to leave for Budapest in the middle of the night.  They were all caught and 

arrested.  They were then taken to a prison in Bekescsaba.  They experienced unbelievable horrors.  

Dina stayed together with two girls.  There were four other Polish-Christian girls who shared living 

quarters.  These four girls participated in the revolt of Warsaw Christians before 1943. 

 

02:11:00 

 

Many were arrested in that revolt.  The wife of Józef Pilsudski, the premier of Poland, was aware 

that some were Jewish.  She told them to keep quiet so that they might survive as Christians.  In 

prison, an English woman told fortunes with cards.  Dina states that she believes in ESP 

(Extrasensory Perception).  She feels that she has that sensitivity.  Dina recounts two examples:  

When she was eleven years old and living in her grandparent's house in Stryy she had a severe bout 

with the measles which included a very high fever.  Her family had given up hope of her survival.  

Dina remembers seeing a vision of a bearded man who told her that she would recover.  Following 

the instructions of the bearded man, her fever broke and she got better. 

 

02:16:00 

 

Dina's family was puzzled.  her grandmother's interpretation is that it was her great-grandfather that 

interceded.  The second occurrence happened years later, in 1967.  Dina was worried about her 

family in Israel as the country was on the brink of war. 

 

02:21:00 
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Dina could not sleep.  She then saw a vision of long fingers crushing the hat of an Egyptian 

representative.  The war broke out and Dina knew that Israel would be victorious.  Dina shared this 

vision with her husband. 

 

02:26:00 

 

Dina recalls her time in the Budapest prison.  Another inmate shared her food parcel with Dina and 

someone called the Gestapo.  Dina was beaten and told to admit to being Jewish.  Dina insisted that 

she was a "mischlinge."  Dina was then put back into prison.  Another girl, wearing a big cross, was 

brought into the cell with Dina. Again, the same informer told the S.S. that these two girls were 

Jewish.  Later, the informer was killed.  Dina states that she heard that Hannah Senesh was in the 

floor below her in the Budapest prison.  She was allowed to walk in the prison courtyard.  Dina did 

not know that she was later killed. 

 

02:31:00 

 

Abba Eban wrote Hannah Senesh's biography.  Hannah Senesh died a martyr.  Dina tells of being in 

Buda (Budapest) for a short time.  Thirty two political prisoners were supposed to go to Romania.  

They were taken from Budapest to Debrazin (Debrecen, Hungary).  Dina was separated from her 

father and brother for 3 or 4 weeks.  During this time, she was very depressed.  A kind person asked 

her why she was in prison and she replied that she did not know.  The kind person took Dina into 

his office and told her to pretend that she was working and that she would receive more food.  Dina 

asked him why he was so kind.  He replied that he had a daughter her age. 
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02:36:00 

 

One day, the man brought Dina jewelry.  He told Dina that she would survive because she was so 

young.  The man took Dina to a cell to see her father and brother.  Dina remembers this as a very 

emotional reunion.  The man told Dina, "Stephany, you will survive."  Dina was among 72 people 

taken to the train heading for Auschwitz concentration camp in Poland.  There was one wagon.  The 

men and women were separated in the last journey. 

 

02:41:00 

 

Dina's father wanted to go to the latrine.  An S.S. man hit him.  Dina asked the S.S. officer why he 

hit her father.  The officer was embarrassed.  Dina went to another S.S. officer and asked to sit with 

her father and brother.  The S.S. officer gave her permission.  Dina appreciated this act of kindness.  

Dina's father told her to be strong.  He urged, "Let our name continue; build a family."  In the 

journey to Auschwitz, the political prisoners were treated differently from the doomed Jews.  When 

they arrived at the camp, Dina's father and brother were in a different section than she was.  They 

took off their clothes and went for delousing.  Dina was embarrassed to be naked.  They cut off their 

hair and women's heads were shaven. 

 

02:46:00 

 

One of their cousins, who was arrested before them, was also in Auschwitz.  He found out where 

Dina and her father and brother were and asked that they not be shaven.  They did not shave their 

hair.  Dina received a special dress because she was "Christian."  There was a red triangle on the 

dress.  They also received wooden shoes.  The Jews all wore yellow stars.  Dina remembers that in 
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Auschwitz, Jewish people were the first to be exterminated.  The Christians only had a short stay.  

They slept on wooden tiers.  They went out to work, "aussenkommando" (outside detachment), 

putting stones in wheelbarrows and transporting them from spot-to-spot.  This work made Dina feel 

degraded.  The job eventually changed.  Dina then had to chop wood into thin pieces.  Dina recalls 

the morning counting. 

 

01:51:00 

 

Dina passed the men's camp and saw her father and brother.  Dina kept a watch under her tongue.  

One of her friends took the watch and threw it to Dina's father.  She was not in that spot for too 

long.  Dina was separated from her two friends.  She was taken to a bulb factory in Plauen, 

Germany. The Plauen factory was all Christians.  In Plauen, Dina recognized two Jewish girls.  

They all understood that they shouldn't get too close to one another.  They all knew the Hungarian 

language and were considered Hungarian because they had dark skin.  Dina remembers overhearing 

Polish girls promise to kill the Jewish girls among them.  Dina asked the Polish girls how they could 

tell that they were Jewish.  They answered that the Jewish girls did not curse and were gentle. 

 

02:45:00 

 

In Plauen, they were told that they could write letters for parcels.  Everyone went in to write, but 

Dina did not go. 

 

BREAK  TAPE THREE 

 

01:00:00 
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In the bulb factory, the Polish people didn't speak German.  Dina volunteered to translate from 

Polish to German.  Dina was not a part of the assembly line, she was a kind of a messenger.  The 

foreman was kind to her and she did not work hard.  The foreman hinted to Dina that the end was 

near.  American trucks and jeeps came, some of which carried German prisoners. 

 

01:06:00 

 

Dina had to hide the fact that she was Jewish.  The Christian girls stayed near her.  Dina became 

acquainted with a Polish American girl, like a "Polock."  One of the soldiers was Jewish-American.  

The soldiers lived in a villa which was separated from the camp by a fence.  Dina was in demand by 

the soldiers to translate Polish into English.  Dina's problem was how to shake the Christian girls 

that stayed near her.  Dina took a chance when she was translating for the soldiers.  The Jewish-

American soldier asked her, "Ma atta Ivrit?"  She answered, "LO."  Dina decided to ask about 

Jewish survivors.  He said, "Yes, in a nearby camp of Jewish girls."  He promised to take Dina in 

the morning. 

 

01:11:00 

 

Dina did not say good-bye to the Polish girl.  The Jewish-American soldier took Dina, with another 

Jewish girl, to the other camp in a jeep.  He gave her a memento.  He was from Brooklyn, in New 

York.  His last name was Cohen.  He asked Dina to write to his parents.  He also gave Dina his 

wedding ring.  The camp refused to let them in for fear of infiltration.  The "Polocks" also knew 

Yiddish.  There was a camp in the vicinity of Plauen.  They took all of the prisoners to Bavaria 

(Germany) to a displaced persons camp called Feldafing.  They gave the prisoners a villa which the 
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Germans had abandoned.  Dina's responsibility was to report how much food was needed for that 

block of seven or eight rooms. 

 

01:16:00 

 

In Feldafing, there were two to four girls in each room.  Dina worked with them at first.  Dina met 

her future husband in Feldafing.  He found out that his sister was alive.  He also found an old friend 

of his, Horenstein.  Dina's husband's brother was also in Feldafing.  Horenstein left for Israel and 

traveled constantly, searching for his family. 

 

01:21:00 

 

A group of Auschwitz survivors, en route to Munich, Germany, asked Dina questions.  Dina learned 

of an old friend whose brother did business with the Germans.  They took this friend of Dina's to the 

woods and killed him.  Dina was fond of him. 

 

01:26:00 

 

Dina found distant relatives in Hungary.  Dina describes hiding along the way from Feldafing to 

Hungary.  She was still in the panic of the war.  Relatives in the Pest (Budapest) had no information 

of family members.  Dina stayed with them for three or four weeks.  Meanwhile, Dina's future 

husband went to Poland. They wrote daily, and he asked that Dina wait for his return so that they 

could be married.  Dina told him that she never wanted to set foot in Poland or Hungary again.  

Dina left with a group for Vienna, Austria.  She then went back to Feldafing to meet up with her 

fiance.  He wanted to remain in Germany to study dentistry. 
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TAPE FOUR:  JUNE 1, 1987 

 

01:00:00 

 

Dina was married in Feldafing, then lived in Munich, Germany.  They stayed there for two years.  

In Munich, Dina worked for a dentist.  She thought that she would become a dental assistant.  Dina 

attended ORT school to learn dental mechanics.  She did not like it.  Dina had a diploma.  She 

worked in the ORT camp supervising the distribution of supplies.  From her time in this position, 

Dina learned how people steal.  Dina and her husband were supposed to go to Israel.  They had an 

opportunity to leave for the United States by ship.  They arrived in New Orleans, Louisiana on 

August 8, 1949.  Dina remembers that it was extremely hot.  She remembers that the ladies in New 

Orleans were very gracious.  From New Orleans, they left for Miami, Florida on an over-night train.  

They were given lodgings in a hotel for two or three weeks.  They were able to enjoy life for the 

first time in years. 

 

01:06:00 

 

They were also given money for clothes.  Dina asked to go to work.  She felt that taking money for 

nothing was against her principles.  Mrs. Margolin, a representative of the Joint (American Jewish 

Joint Distribution Committee) found them an efficiency apartment.  Dina describes her brief time 

working in a laundry.  Dina attended vocational school where she learned typing and dental 

mechanics.  Dina remembers discovering that she was pregnant. 

 

01:11:00 
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When their son was born, they named him for Dina's father.  Dina's husband could not get a position 

as a dentist.  His German diploma was unacceptable.  Her husband was broken─he was very 

educated and knew English and still could not get a suitable position.  He never accepted the loss of 

his four brothers.  They remained in Florida for one and a half years.  Dina's husband's sister came 

to New York from Israel where she moved from Germany.  Dina and her husband and son decided 

to join her in New York.  They sold their X-Ray machine.  They bought a good radio, for 20 dollars, 

which received a Jewish station.  This made them excited with joy. 

 

01:16:00 

 

The anti-Semitism in Europe was so prevalent that a Yiddish radio station was unheard of.  Dina 

remembers that tears flowed as the familiar language came from the radio.  Dina wonders why her 

parents didn't survive to experience these joys of freedom.  Dina recalls being shocked at the 

segregated bus seats in Florida, as well as the wash-room facilities.  Dina asked Mrs. Margolin 

about this.  Mrs. Margolin told her that she would understand with experience. 

 

01:21:00 

 

Dina and her husband bought a business in Europe.  All of their customers were black people (Afro-

Americans).  Dina recounts that the credit they extended for food was never repaid and that stealing 

was common.  Dina recalled discussing segregation in the South, and still feels that it is unjustified. 

 

01:26:00 
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Anyone who wants to work can make a living in the United States.  There is no shame or stigma 

attached to doing an honest day's work, unlike the status or caste systems of Europe.  Dina feels that 

critics of this country are free to learn to leave so that they will appreciate the freedoms of this 

country. 

 

01:31:00 

 

Dina's son is Chief of Staff in Neurology in a V.A. Hospital.  Her daughter is a graduate of Rutgers 

University in New Jersey with a degree in biology and is employed by Johnson and Johnson in New 

Brunswick, New Jersey. 

 

01:36:00 

 

Dina's husband passed away one week before her daughter's graduation from Rutgers University.  

Dina's son stayed with her during this time and traveled every day from home to medical school in 

Piscataway, New Jersey.  Dina describes her work in a bakery.  She managed to save enough money 

so that her children never needed outside help for their education.  Dina re-married and life was 

easier.  Her second husband died nine months after their wedding.  Years before her second 

marriage, Dina knew the brother of a neighbor of hers who lived in Paris.  The neighbor invited the 

brother to come to the United States to renew his friendship with Dina.  A year and a half later, after 

he severed his business ties in France, Dina married him. 

 

01:36:00 
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Dina's third husband is a tailor.  He is kind to her children.  Dina discovered that she had a talent for 

dramatic reading of poetry while she was in Miami with her first husband.  Dina has translated 

Yiddish poems into English.  The poems are very moving.  They convey the message, "Never forget 

the Jews of Europe."  Dina feels that Jewishness is deeply embedded among European Jews.  

American Jews, who are free to choose, elect secular education and are not attached to their 

Judaism. 

 

01:41:00 

 

In a tearful address to her children, Dina explains why she could never sit down to tell them her 

agonizing story.  "Never for a moment did I stop crying in silence for my people."  Dina recalls her 

father's charge to build a family, to perpetuate the name.  In the narration of Shoes, Dina tells "how 

innocent European Jews were slaughtered and of the indifference of the free world."  By relating her 

tragic experience, Dina is "no longer grieving in silence."  Dina hopes people will "become aware 

they died for the crime of being Jewish."  Very emotional. 

 

01:46:00 

 

Dina reads from Tolstoy's composition The Everlasting Jew, from a translation by the Russian 

Rabbi Teitz.  "The Jew is a sacred being, --illuminates the whole world--pioneer of culture--symbol 

of eternity."  Written in 1891. 
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