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 PREFACE 

 

 On June 18, 1992, Michael Hersh was interviewed on videotape by Joseph Preil on behalf of 

the Kean College of New Jersey Holocaust Resource Center. The interview took place in Union, 

New Jersey and is part of the Research Institute Archives of the United States Holocaust Memorial 

Museum’s collection of oral testimonies. 

 Kean College of New Jersey Holocaust Resource Center created a summary and time-coded 

notes for the interview. The reader should bear in mind that these finding aids attempt to represent 

the spoken word in the recorded interview, yet have not necessarily been verified by the 

interviewee. The finding aids should not be used in place of the interview itself. 

 Rights to the interview are held by the Kean College of New Jersey Holocaust Resource 

Center. The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum houses a copy of the interview as a result 

of a contributing organization agreement with the Kean College of New Jersey Holocaust Resource 

Center. Details concerning the Museum’s rights to use and reproduce the interview are contained in 

the contributing organization agreement. 
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   Summary of the 

 Interview with Michael Hersh 

 June 18, 1992 

 

 Michael Hersh was born in Rakosin, Czechoslovakia in 1929.  He lived in the nearby town 

of Velky Louchky, Czechoslovakia with his parents and four siblings.  In 1944 all Jews in his town 

were ordered to report to the central plaza with their belongings.  They were taken to the ghetto in 

Munkás, Hungary (now Mukachevo, Ukraine) Ghetto in April 1944.  A few weeks later, in the 

spring of 1944, they were loaded on to cattle cars and taken to Auschwitz, Poland, Concentration 

camp by train, probably in May or June 1944.  The last time Michael ever saw his mother and 

sisters was when the were separated upon entry to Auschwitz. His father left for a work detail and 

never returned.  He was shifted to Mauthausen Concentration camp in Austria and then to Ebensee, 

Concentration camp in Austria, where he stayed for five or six months until November 1944,  at 

which time he was shifted back to Mathausen.  He was assigned to the Heinkel factory at 

Schwechat, Austria, a suburb of Vienna.  The prisoners were put on a death march from Vienna to 

Mauthausen.  They arrived at Wels Concentration camp, near Linz, Austria and spent two or three 

weeks there.  An American soldier liberated them in May 1945. 

 Michael then returned to Czechoslovakia.  He met his brother Albert on a train.  Another 

brother, Avraham, met them in Prague, Czech Republic. The brothers obtained papers to come the 

United States.  Michael joined the United States Army upon arriving in the country.  After 16 

months in the Army, he went to school and married.  He has three children and one grandchild.   
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 Time-coded notes of the 

 Interview with Michael Hersh 

 June 18, 1992 

 

01:00:00 

 Michael Hersh's family consisted of his parents, three boys, and two girls.  The family lived 

in the Carpathian area of Czechoslovakia in Velky Louchky, a small town near Mankatch, (now 

Mukachevo, Ukraine).  Michael was born in a nearby town, Rakosin, Czechoslovakia.  This area 

became a part of Hungary during World War II.  Michael's father was a struggling grocer.  

Michael's family's life spans were as follows: Father 1893-1944, Mother 1903-1944, Avraham 

1924-1988 (died in United States,) Ilya 1927-1944, Feige 1931-44.  Michael was born in 1929 and 

his brother Albert was born in 1925 and both are still living.  

 

01:05:00 

 The family members who died in 1944 died in Auschwitz Concentration camp in Poland.  

The family's children attended high school.  The Ruthenian farmers were Antisemitic.  This was 

typical for the region.  When war broke out, the grocery store was confiscated and taken over by a 

Nazi.  Two brothers went to a yeshiva in a neighboring town.  Michael was sent to an uncle who 

was a farmer.  This was done to save the expense of feeding another individual.    

 

01:10:00 

 Michael's father replaced the town's Hebrew teacher and received a paltry salary.  Michael's 

mother was very helpful at helping ends meet.  One brother returned for Passover.  One brother 

remained in Budapest, Hungary.  They were notified that all Jews should report to the central plaza 

with their belongings.  An antisemitic teacher played a key role in organizing this activity. 
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01:15:00 

 They were all taken to Munkás, Hungary, ghetto, April 1944.  A few weeks later, they were 

taken by cattle train to Auschwitz, Poland, Concentration camp.  Michael provides an excellent 

description of the conditions. 

 

01:20:00 

 When Michael arrived at Auschwitz, other prisoners advised youngsters under 18 to say that 

they were 18.  This was a dangerous thing for these advice givers to do.  The males were separated 

from the females.  This was the last time Michael saw his mother and two sisters.  Michael said he 

was 18 and the guards accepted it, despite the fact that Hersh was only 14 years old and small for 

his age.  Michael followed his father and brother. 

 

01:25:00 

 Michael couldn't eat the disgusting soup and was told, "Tomorrow you will not give it 

away."  He had no tattoo, as he only remained in Auschwitz for two weeks.  He did have a number, 

though; 68,326.  This is the only number he can remember. 

 

01:30:00 

 Michael describes the "appel."  The food was paltry.  One day his father went out on a work 

detail.  Michael never saw him again.  Michael entered Auschwitz around May or June, 1944. He 

explains that "Time was totally lost" and has difficulty pinning down dates.  He was transferred by 

truck to Mauthausen Concentration camp, Austria. 

 

01:35:00  
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 One day, Michael saw a cousin dressed in civilian clothes.  He was an orderly for the camp 

commandant.  Then they were shifted to Ebensee, Austria, which was a new Concentration camp.  

Prisoners coming in had to chop down trees and construct their own barracks.  Many died in the 

process. 

 

01:40:00 

Twenty-five percent of the prisoners perished daily in this process.  Michael depicts instances of 

cruelty.  He was made into an orderly in his barrack and given lighter work.  He was in Ebensee five 

or six months, from May to November 1944.  This was one time he was able to bid farewell to a 

member of his family, his brother, prior to shifting back to Mauthausen.  

 

01:45:00 

 Hersh went to Schwechat, Austria, a suburb of Vienna.  They were making airplanes in the 

Heinkel factory.  These were the first jet planes ever to be produced.  An order came to leave the 

camp.  This was his best camp, because their labor was needed.  They were put on a death march 

from Vienna to Mauthausen, with absolutely no food on the march.  This was spring 1945.  It was 

cold at night.  They dug up worms and snails for food. 

 

01:50:00 

 Michael finally arrived at Wels Concentration camp near Linz, Austria.  Wels was really a 

warehouse.  He spent two or three weeks there with absolutely no food.  Occasionally, a German 

guard threw packages of food.  Prisoners literally killed each other for the food.  There were 

problems with lice and the physical deformities caused by malnutrition. 

 

01:55:00 
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 Wels was liberated by one American soldier in a jeep in May 1945.  The prisoners 

wondered if they should leave the camp or wait for food.  Michael and his cousins left.  While 

walking, Michael became weak and blind.  It was typhus. 

 

02:00:00 

 Michael landed in a hospital.  He doesn't know the details of his life at that time.  Finally, he 

went back to Czechoslovakia.  His brothers were looking for each other.  Unplanned, he met Albert 

on a train.  Albert heard that Avraham also survived. 

 

02:05:00 

 Michael obtained a pass to travel to Czechoslovakia.  He and Albert went to Prague, (Czech 

Republic), and the brothers obtained papers to travel to the United States.  Avraham returned and 

they met in Prague.  The Hersh brothers were among the first to arrive in the United States, 

probably because of their relatives here.   Michael joined the United States Army.  He was in Camp 

Kilmer, (in New Brunswick New Jersey), for 16 months and went to school.  He then went into 

interior design, married and had three children [illegible] 35, 33, 31.  The oldest is married.  The 

second is about to be married. 

 

02:10:00 

 Michael stopped talking about the Holocaust because it wasn't to be believed.  When the 

audience was better prepared to listen, he spoke. Michael indicates that he might have been too 

emotionally involved.  He wrote a paper on it.  Michael has spoken to his children but not to others.  

He believes that all people should talk about the Holocaust. 

 

02:15:00  

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

 
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy. 



USHMM Archives RG-50.002*0076 5 
 

 Michael thinks that it took people without feelings, without a heart to do what the Nazis did.  

He believes that the reason the Nazis were able to do this is that the villain thinks the victim brings it 

about.  Prejudice and bigotry were all there.  Michael believes that these things cannot be overcome 

in his lifetime.  He cannot believe these people are human. 

 

02:20:00 

 When asked if it affected his faith, Michael responds that personally, he was angry with 

God.  When asked when it was already enough, Hersh states that the anger has subsided somewhat. 
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