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 PREFACE 

 

 In 1984, Rose Feig Lazarus was interviewed on videotape by 

Sidney Langer on behalf of the Kean College of New Jersey 

Holocaust Resource Center. The interview took place in Union, New 

Jersey and is part of the Research Institute Archives of the 

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum’s collection of oral 

testimonies. 

 Kean College of New Jersey Holocaust Resource Center created 

a summary and time-coded notes for the interview. The reader 

should bear in mind that these finding aids attempt to represent 

the spoken word in the recorded interview, yet have not 

necessarily been verified by the interviewee. The finding aids 

should not be used in place of the interview itself. 

 Rights to the interview are held by the Kean College of New 

Jersey Holocaust Resource Center. The United States Holocaust 

Memorial Museum houses a copy of the interview as a result of a 

contributing organization agreement with the Kean College of New 

Jersey Holocaust Resource Center. Details concerning the Museum’s 

rights to use and reproduce the interview are contained in the 

contributing organization agreement. 
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   Summary of the 

 Interview with Rose Feig Lazarus 

 1984 

 

Rose Feig Lazarus was born in Yzsina (unable to verify), 

Czechoslovakia (Slovakia) on February 15, 1922.  She was the 

seventh of 11 children.  Rose describes the treatment of Jews 

during the Hungarian occupation of Czechoslovakia.  In the spring 

of 1943, all the Jews of Yzsina were forced to leave their homes 

and wait in a field for three days.  They were then sent by cattle 

car to a ghetto in Mateszalka, Hungary.  Rose was in the ghetto 

for three weeks before being transported to Auschwitz 

concentration camp in Poland.  During selection, she was sent to 

the left, while most of her family were sent to the right towards 

the crematorium.  Rose describes her job picking up dead bodies, 

which she "could not think of as people."  In 1945, she was 

marched to Gelsenkirchen, Germany, to work in a munitions factory.  

As the Russians approached, she had to go on a four week death 

march to Sommerda, Germany and then to an unknown place.  The only 

food she received was some coffee and a little bread.  Rose was 

finally liberated by American troops in Wallertheim, Germany in 

April 1945.  After liberation, she searched for her brother in 

Budapest, Hungary and learned that he had gone to Switzerland and 

then to Israel.  She then went to Brno, Czechoslovakia (Czech 

republic) where she was reunited with her younger brother.  They 

spent three years in a displaced persons camp in Germany before 
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emigrating to the United States in 1948.  Rose currently resides 

in Paramus, New Jersey.     
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 Time-coded notes of the 

 Interview with Rose Feig Lazarus 

 1984 

 

01:01:00 

 

Rose Feig Lazarus resides in Paramus, New Jersey.  She was born in 

Yzsina (unable to verify-Jesnice?), Czechoslovakia, (Slovakia) in 

the Carpathian mountain region, on February 15, 1922.  Yzsina was 

a small resort town.  She was the seventh of 11 children; nine 

boys and two girls.  Her father was a livestock merchant.  One of 

her brothers was the town mayor. 

 

01:06:00 

 

The children in her family attended public school.  Hebrew 

education was provided by private lessons taught by a rabbi in 

their house.  The Jews had a good relationship with the non-Jewish 

population.  She is disappointed that no help was offered by 

neighbors during a period of problems. 

 

01:11:00 

 

They did not expect the German problem to affect their town in 

Czechoslovakia.  
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01:16:00 

 

The Hungarians came first.  Their ruthlessness surprised the 

community.  This was in March or April of 1943.  Her family was 

modern and her father clean shaven.  The treatment of the more 

pious Jews was however terrible.  On the second day of Passover, 

all the community Jews were ordered to leave their homes and 

gather in an open field.   

 

01:21:00 

 

They were kept in this field for three days and then shipped by 

cattle train to a ghetto in Mateszalka, Hungary.  They were en 

route for two days.  Three days later, the Jews of Mateszalka were 

also ordered to leave their homes to be relocated in the ghetto.  

 

01:26:00 

 

A Gestapo member beat Rose's mother with a strap "just because she 

asked for help for her grandchild."  They were in the ghetto for 

three weeks, after which they were taken to Auschwitz.  Rose had 

never heard of Auschwitz.  She was saved because a man told her to 

go the left while she wanted to go to the right to be with her 
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mother and younger siblings.  She was hit, fell down, and lost 

sight of her mother who moved onto the crematorium. 

 

 

01:31:00 

 

That was the last time she saw her mother and the others in her 

family who were all murdered.  Every day, her job was picking up 

dead bodies.  She could not think of bodies as people.  Auschwitz 

can't be described. 

 

01:36:00 

 

She still has nightmares and wakes up at night shrieking.  She 

feels as if the Germans are chasing her.  Her two children are 

surprisingly normal.  Her son is a doctor and her daughter is a 

research director.   

 

01:41:00 

 

Six hundred people left Auschwitz when she did.  Four hundred were 

killed by American bombs, for which they had prayed.  She 

describes the difficulties when only a single, daily slice of 

bread was distributed per prisoner. 
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01:46:00 

 

They were bombed every day.  Her cousin lost her legs in 

Gelsenkirchen, Germany while working in a munitions factory.  She 

describes the daily routine, beginning with the "appel." 

 

01:51:00 

 

"We could never escape.  We knew nothing, lived like animals, were 

counted in the morning, and again in the evening."   

 

01:56:00 

 

The Russians were coming to Gelsenkirchen.  They moved to 

Sommerda, Germany and then to a third place.  They were constantly 

on the road, marching.  This was in 1945.  She was in Sommerda for 

four or five months.  About 1,000 women were moved about.  They 

were marching for about four weeks.  The only nourishment they 

received was some coffee and a little bread.  The women Gestapo 

were worse than the men. 

 

02:01:00 

 

They were liberated from Wallertheim, not from Auschwitz.  They 

were moving back. 
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02:06:00 

 

At liberation, 20 people waited in a bunker for a week with only a 

loaf of bread.  She describes the arrival of the American 

soldiers, one of whom spoke Yiddish.  Hesitantly and fearfully, 

they left the bunker.   

 

02:11:00 

 

They were afraid to leave.  They could not believe that they were 

free.  The marches were as bad as Auschwitz. 

 

02:16:00 

 

Rose questions her faith, but remains observant, including keeping 

Kosher.  She has many questions and feels guilty at times.  She is 

angry with the Americans for not doing enough. 

 

02:21:00 

 

She searched for her brother in Budapest, Hungary, where she 

learned in 1946 that he had gone to Switzerland and then to 

Israel.  Some American soldiers tried to rape the girls.  Her 

group was liberated in April. 
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02:26:00 

 

She describes the reaction of Budapest citizens.  They were nasty 

to the survivors. 

 

02:31:00 

 

She spent three weeks in Budapest and then went to Brno, 

Czechoslovakia (Czech Republic).  She kept on wandering, looking 

for her family members.  Finally, one brother showed up.  He had 

tuberculosis.  When he recuperated, she and her brother went to 

Germany to a displaced persons camp for three years.   

 

02:36:00 

 

She emigrated to the United States in 1948 with her younger 

brother to live with an aunt.  Her aunt was not terribly helpful.  

Rose moved out after one week.  The Hebrew Sheltering and 

Immigrant Aid Society of America  (HIAS) helped.   
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02:41:00 

 

All along, she could not talk about the Holocaust.  Now, she feels 

that it is important to talk to her children and to others about 

the Holocaust.  A 15 year old girl in Auschwitz was told that her 

mother and family had just been murdered.  The girl became white, 

her hair turned grey. . .and she died within one day!    
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