
1 
 

RG-50.002.0092 John Farinella 
Summary 

Dr John T. Farinella, born in Hartford CT, USA, describes how we was drafted into the US armed forces at 
the time of the War but then deferred for 2 years before being sent to Europe; how he entered the air 
force and unsuccessfully tried for pilot training; how he was sent to Fort Loudoun in Colorado for 
training in engineering and operations; how from there he was one of 16 picked to go to Europe; how he 
was informed that he was picked because of his knowledge of European languages; his being shipped to 
England after basic training and then attached to an air force training school (Combat Crew); how the 
training continued until after D Day; his attendance at the Eighth Air Force, then being transferred to the 
Ninth Air Force; being part of an outfit under the Ninth known as the Tenth Air Disarmament Group. 

How the Tenth Air Disarmament Group was tasked with bringing information back; how they found a 
mine at Nordhausen where two rockets were put together; how they pulled out one of the V2 rockets 
from the mine; how they discovered a hole in a mountain at Schmiedebach where the Germans were 
moving free air 400 feet down into the mountain and breaking it down into its different components, 
such as oxygen and hydrogen; how they operated in small groups of about 4 men in a Jeep with rations; 
how one mine in Ageln [PH] yielded information on the Messerschmitt 262 which was the first ever jet 
aircraft. 

How as a result they came upon Buchenwald; how they had very little inkling of what atrocities would 
be discovered; how, before, Farinella had done a translation assignment through which he had come to 
know about the bathtub experiments where people were frozen or cooked to death to determine at 
what temperatures death took place; how these assignments took the form of a medical report written 
in German. 

How, at Buchenwald towards the end of April, they were met at the gate by a red-headed 13-year old 
boy in prison garb; how he said to them that he wanted nothing from them except for them to promise 
that they should never forget what they would see and hear inside the place; how the hospital was 
nothing more than a wooden shack; how there were three people lying to a table; how there were tiers 
and rows of bunks; how the guide explained to them how people were lined up and those who were 
able were let go, and those who were unable were injected with a bubble of air to kill them; how if 
somebody died, they would lie dead for days, unreported, so that the living could eat the food allocated 
to those who had died. 

How they visited the crematorium; how there were 40 jets in the ceiling and meat hooks all around; how 
people were told they would be having a bath but would be gassed instead; how they would be hung up 
on the hooks afterwards; how they were taken to coke ovens afterwards where the bodies were burnt; 
how the guide was one of the inmates who could speak good English; how the red-headed boy and the 
guide speaking to the visitors appeared to be a spontaneous event that had not been organized from 
outside the camp. 

How his immediate reaction had been one of disgust; how it had changed a beautiful day to one of 
horror; how it was impossible to conceive of; how the Germans had been removed by the time they got 
there; how the American forces cleaned and de-loused the inmates. 
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How they looked more at the buildings more than the actual prisoners; how engrossed they were by 
what they were being told. 

How they reported that they had been there and this is what they had seen; how that was the full 
extent of the report before going on to another job; how they ended their stint in a Gasthaus in 
Eisenhach to be picked up afterwards; how they never knew what happened to their report and were 
not given any indication as to what was done with the information. 

How the commanding officer may have had some inkling of what would be found and how they were 
not really that surprised; how there was real anger among some of the people who heard the report; 
how it was no different from a report about a DP camp where people lived in squalor. 

How it changed his perceptions of the enemy only to an extent because none of them had respect for 
the enemy at that time; how the enemy had used dirty tactics in the bombardment of the cities in 
England.  

How the people in Buchenwald were primarily Jewish; how Schmiedebach was mostly a French 
concentration camp; how the atrocities extended to groups other than Jewish groups. 

How, as the Germans surrendered on May 9th, they were sent to re-deployment depots to go to the Far 
East; how there had been a whole re-assignment and he was assigned to a fighter group; how, at that 
time, the atomic bomb was dropped; how there had been celebrations in London and it became a 
matter of getting everybody home. 

How the impression left by the camps had been unforgettable; how getting back home he focused on 
re-building his own life rather than dealing with the memories of the atrocities; how his life had been 
very busy after leaving the service; how he was invited to a Commissioner of Education’s home in 
Westfield and how he was Invited to serve on the Governor’s Holocaust Committee.  

How he completely supports the teaching of Holocaust education in school curricula; how, as 
Superintendent of Schools, he had his personnel put together a curriculum for the elementary grades of 
6, 7 and 8; how they developed a curriculum that was approved by the Clark Board of Education after a 
tremendous battle with community members who tried to fight it off; how the Clark Board of Education 
approved the curriculum; how the teachers felt that students in the 6th, 7th and 8th grades would better 
understand the material; how you could show the films that were available and put it in its proper 
perspective. 

How the introduction of Holocaust education generated both community support as well as opposition 
by people who were personally threatened because they might have been of German descent; how they 
tried to negate the whole effort; how some of those opposing it were very astute individuals and would 
use shrewd, calculated strategies; how Fairnella was accused of being a humanist trying to push a 
communist manifesto; how he is satisfied that there is strong support but also a strong undercurrent of 
opposition. 

How he has tried not to make the discrediting of Holocaust education a contest; how the objective has 
been to state the facts as they are and to argue that our obligation is to see that it doesn’t happen 
again; how giving credence to someone trying to build a lie or discredit something with an untruth, you 
end up building their case for them; how, in recent years, he has picked up that there is a strong 
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undercurrent of revisionist thought regarding the Holocaust from virtual denial through to mitigating 
circumstances. 

How the experience gave him a unique perspective on life from having been involved in Holocaust 
education for the state of New Jersey; how he worked with Rabbi Titus and Luna Kaufman; how hearing 
first-hand from people who suffered gives one a unique, better perspective on life; how the eye-witness 
experience has been the most significant factor in his personal pursuit of Holocaust education and gave 
him an incentive that would have come from nothing else. 
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