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Martha Eckstein, born in 1937 in Kazimierz, Poland (near Warsaw). Father had a lumber yard and 
mother (originally from Czestochowa) was a pharmacist. Lived comfortably until 1939, but realizing the 
worsening situation, father had been sending money to his Uncle Henry in the Bronx. In 1939 family 
began their escape, leaving with the possessions that fit in their car. She recalls being fearful of 
bombings as they traveled. At some point they began traveling by train, until they reached Siberia in 
1940. She believes they may have lived in a displaced persons camp with other Jews in Siberia and that 
there were labor camps nearby that people feared. Mother was able to work as a pharmacist while 
father stayed at home with her. The family was eventually able to leave by train. With no specific 
destination in mind, they arrived in Bukhara in Central Asia. They lived in one room of a house occupied 
by other families, but she was able to go to school and take piano lessons. Father worked driving a truck 
for the government, until he was caught transporting people from Bukhara to Tashkent and was put in 
jail. Mother worked for two years to free father. In 1945-1946 the family began traveling back to Poland 
and then to Germany. Mother’s nephew who had been in a concentration camp and then a sanitarium 
in Italy, found them in Poland. HIAS helped the family. The family lived for a short period of time in 
Munich while gathering paperwork, then went to a DP camp in Bremen before leaving by ship, the 
“Maria Perch” from Bremerhaven. Entered through Ellis Island in 1947 and she recalls many people 
were turned away because of illness. They initially stayed with father’s uncle in the Bronx until able to 
get their own apartment on St. John Ave. Father worked at a sheet metal factory and as a truck driver; 
parents later bought a small grocery store, became successful, and moved to Southern Blvd. Father’s 
sister and her husband moved close by. She attended Shalom Aleichem Yiddish School and eventually 
married a fellow survivor. At time of interview she was living in Edison, NJ. 
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