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Abstract 
 
Saul Weinberger was born on January 25, 1926, one of eight children, in Mukacheve 
(Munkatsch), Czechoslovakia. [Where Once We Walked lists Mukacheve, Munkatsch, and all 
similar sounding places in the Ukraine, but initial abstract and interview have many references to 
Czechoslovakia]. Only Saul and three siblings survived the war, including a sister who had 
immigrated to the United States in 1939. Of his large extended family, only two cousins 
survived. 
 
When war broke out, Saul was 13, and he left school. In 1943, Hungarian Nazis, Black Arrow, 
physically beat Jews and passed restrictive laws against them.  In 1944, when the Germans took 
over Hungary, they randomly shot and beat Jews, required them register and wear yellow stars, 
gave them half the food rations that others received, and moved them into a ghetto. 
 
The Weinbergers were deported to Auschwitz in May 1944, and at the selection, most of Saul’s 
family was sent to the gas chambers. One brother was sent to a camp in Austria. Saul, 18, was 
sent to the Jaworzno (Yavarzna, Yavorzhne, Yavorzno, Yavorzhne) work camp in western 
Poland. He endured what he termed unbelievable brutality, including a death march with 
thousands of other prisoners.  
 
When they reached Litoměřice (Leitmeritz), Czechoslovakia (Czech Republic), Saul was near 
death from typhus. He fainted, and when he came to, he was covered by corpses. Saul terms his 
survival a miracle, helped by a cousin he met in Litoměřice, Alex Haberman. 
   
He and his cousin were sent to Thereisenstadt. After liberation, they returned to Mukacheve, 
where Saul was reunited with his two survivor siblings. Finding their home empty of all family 
possessions, Saul, his brother and sister went to a DP camp in Austria. In 1947, Saul, 21, 
emigrated to the United States. For years, he was plagued with nightmares, which stopped 
eventually. He opened a business as a cabinet maker, married, and had two children.   
 
After his first grandchild was born, he had his tattooed number removed surgically. “I did not 
want to explain to my grandchildren.”  He says he cannot forgive the Germans. He became an 
agnostic although “I am a proud Jew.”  
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Tape 1 

 
0:01:00 Saul begins by showing pictures of his family.  His sister had come to the United 

States in 1939, and had brought the pictures with her. 
 
0:02:00 His father was an American, who went to Czechoslovakia to marry through a 

matchmaker in Mukacheve.  Saul is one of his eight children. Saul’s brother was 
in the army in 1939. His mother died in 1928.  Now Saul is a widower, has a son 
and daughter and four grandchildren. His immediate family originally consisted 
of ten people. Of the ten, only four survived: his sister in the U.S., and his two 
siblings and himself in Europe.  He had a large extended family of grandparents, 
aunts, uncles and cousins. Only two cousins survived, Alex and Herschel.  All the 
others perished, including his younger brothers, aged seven and nine.  

 
0:10:40 He describes life in Mukacheve in 1939.  His father was a manufacturer of 

kerosene lamps. It was a family business where everyone helped.  They were not 
an affluent family and looking back, he would call them poor.  However, on the 
Shabbat, the table was always full of good food, set as if for a king. 

 
0:12:30 In 1939, he was 13 years old and was aware of what was going on when he heard 

various rumors in synagogue.  Fear existed as well as despair.  This escalated in 
1941 after the invasion of Poland and Russia.  In 1943, the Hungarians marched 
into Czechoslovakia. Hungarian Nazis (Black Arrow) passed restrictive laws for 
Jews and physically beat them.  Food rations were granted to those who worked 
in defense factories, but Jews were not allowed to work there and got half the 
rations of what everyone else got.  When he was 17, he saw a table set up with 
ration cards, he grabbed a handful of these cards and ran away.  His father was 
very angry with him because he put his life in jeopardy as well as the lives of his 
family members.  They were Czechoslovaks until 1943, and when the Hungarian 
Nazis took over, everything began to change. 

 
0:19:25 In 1944, the Germans took over Hungary and randomly shot and beat Jews, and 

issued restrictions that applied only to Jews.  All Jews had to register and wear 
yellow stars.  Jews were rounded up and put into a ghetto in the spring of 1944. 

 
0:21:05 When rounded up, they were told that they would be sent to a forced labor camp. 
 
0:21:55 His family lived on 6 Wyadem Utza in the ghetto.  At the final roundup, they 

were marched 10- 12-, 14-abreast, carrying their belongings. The local residents 
just stood by silently while the Jews were marched to trains bound for Auschwitz, 
where the sorting and separation took place.  The cars on the train were filled with 
human beings who were treated like cattle.  There was no time to think of 
anything but survival, Saul says. At the selection, the family was separated.  
Saul’s brother was sent to a camp in Austria. 
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0:30:00  In May 1944, Saul arrived in Auschwitz with his family.  Jews had yellow 
triangles. When the selection took place, the pregnant women, children under 16, 
and people over 40 were sent to the gas chambers.  The selection was only for 
Jews.  Only Jews were gassed.  The hospital was for homosexuals and political 
prisoners only. 

 
0:33:22 He was 18 years old when they sent him to the Jaworzno work camp (in Western 

Poland) coal mine.  Kapos kept them in line; they were Poles who hated the Jews 
as much as the Germans did. 

 
0:36:05 On the death march, thousands walked ten- to 15-abreast. The Nazis shot anyone 

who got out of line. They gave prisoners only a couple of rest stops in barns.  The 
Nazis awakened them up in the middle of the night, and Saul didn’t have time to 
put his shoes on, so he wrapped his feet.  The march seemed to take forever.  For 
food, Nazis just let them pick up greens, mice, or rats. They ate anything they 
found just to survive.  These Jews were no longer productive for the Germans and 
they were determined to destroy all of them.  The Germans blew up some camps 
to destroy evidence of some of the atrocities that they committed.  The brutality 
was unbelievable. 

 
0:43:20 When asked how he felt about Germans, he replied that he would never buy any 

product made in Germany, Austria, or Hungary, and neither would his children.  
He knows that the young Germans are sorry for what their ancestors had done to 
the Jews. However, he just can’t bring himself to forgive the Germans. 

 
0:44:31 When he arrived in Litoměřice, he had typhus and was given food only once a 

day.  The sick were lying together, and had no place to move.  He felt bodies on 
top of him. He was put on a pile (of bodies) when he lost consciousness. His will 
to survive was so great that when he was taken to Thereisenstadt, he made it there 
by some miracle.  At Litoměřice he met his cousin, Alex Haberman, who gave 
him hope that he would survive typhus. After liberation, he and his cousin 
returned to Mukacheve. They found no family possessions. 

 
0:52:00 Saul lost most of his family, but found one brother and sister.  They left 

Mukacheve after three weeks because Russians were occupying that area.  They 
went from Mukacheve to Budapest, then to Austria to a DP camp. 

 
0:56:05 In January 1947, Saul came to the United States to his sister. He was 21 years old.  

He got a job as a cabinet maker (he had learned the trade in Mukacheve), married 
an American woman, opened his own cabinetry shop, and reared a son and a 
daughter. 
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Tape 2 
 
0:00:18  To what do you attribute your ability to have survived? 
 

This is very difficult to answer.  But I feel I triumphed in the end.  I got married 
and I have children. In the end, I survived, they failed to kill me.  I wanted to be a 
testimony to the fact that despite their killing most of my family, I am here and 
they are not.  Many survivors have lived through the horrors because of small 
miracles. 

 
0:00:25 I used to have nightmares, repeated dreams, waking up screaming.  My wife fully 

understood it all. In my dream, SS men were chasing and shooting at me.  I was 
resisting arrest.  Now, I no longer have those nightmares. When my daughter was 
born, I was worried that she would have a number on her arm. When my daughter 
gave birth to her first child, I had my number removed surgically.  I did not want 
to explain to my grandchildren.  I don’t really talk about my experiences because 
I feel that those I would be talking to could not possibly believe what happened. 

 
0:05:23 When we talk about Schindler’s List, my fellow survivors are not exactly 

enamored with the subject.  We all feel that there were many people trying to 
help, like Raoul Wallenberg and others. I was in the army for two years, between 
1950-1952.  I got married then opened my business. 

 
0:08:24 How has the Holocaust affected your life and your outlook on human nature? 
 
 The human being is complex.  He is capable of total selflessness, but is also able 

to be most cruel to fellow humans.  We see it all over the world. Power corrupts. 
 
0:09:35 How did the Holocaust affect your religious feelings? 
 
 I have become an agnostic.  At the same time, I am a proud Jew.  I am a Jew by 

virtue of nationality, tradition, and community.  I am a Zionist and I support 
Israel, but I am against organized religion. 

 
0:10:25 My children are more religious than I.  My son is in telecommunications.  My 

daughter works in a day care center, close to home, so that she can devote time to 
her children more easily. 
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