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1:00  Gertrude was born in Vienna September 7, 1931. She was 
the only child of a middle-class family. Her Father and 
Mother owned a store. 
 
2:00  Her parents were socialistically inclined. They lived 
in a gentile area where she was not exposed to a Jewish 
background. 
 
3:00  Her mother was Jewish, but she did not impose her 
ideals on Gertrude; furthermore, her mother did not know a 
lot about the Jewish culture. Gertrude was aware that she was 
considered Jewish, although she was not familiar with the 
idealogy. 
 
4:00  During the mid 30's, Gertrude was not allowed to 
participate in the prayers at school due to the apprehension 
caused by the Nazis. The Nazi sympathizers were growing in 
number. 
 
5:00  Thus, there was great surge of anti-semitism in 
Austria. In Austria the Jews made up only one 
percent of the entire population. Jews often were employed in 
liberal professions. 
 
6:00  The middle and lower class citizens were jealous of 
upper-class Jews and there was anxiety in Jewish society when the 
Nazi power increased. Jews became very scared during this time and 
"the community was debilitated" on March 12, 1988. 
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7:00  The Chancellor resigned and the Jews thought their 
fears were becoming realities. The Chancellor said, it was 
the beginning of the end. Gertrude was only six at the time. 
 
8:00  On March 13, 1938 Austria was annexed by the German Reich and 
there was a great deal of violence towards Jews at that time. The 
violence was much greater than the violence that occurred in 
Germany. 
 
9:00  The violence was immediate and people were sent to 
prison without any prior warning. The outside world seemed 
not to care.  
 
10:00 She and her parents had to live from day to day. In May of 
that year, violence increased. In fact, 4,000 Jews were 
taking away to Dachau. Luckily, her parents were spared 
because they did not live in an area with a high  
concentrated  of Jews and were able to escape. However, they were 
constantly terrified and fearful for their lives. 
 
11:00 Gertrude's mother was very outspoken. Her father had to 
tell her not to speak out or they would be discovered and 
apprehended. Gertrude felt responsible for her mother's 
welfare even though she was so young. 
 
12:00 Gertrude and her mother were on a streetcar one day and 
her mother got into a discussion with a Nazi because she was 
being disobedient to the officer. She would not leave her seat 
as the Nazi had ordered to do. She was arrested, taken to the 
Nazi Headquarters, and kept there for two hours, while Gertrude was 
left outside to fend for herself. 
 
13:00 They released her with a warning. She became more 
subdued but there were always "a little tiffs" now and then. 
Gertrude feared that her mother would get into a compromising 
situation again. "I tried to save her although I could not 
articulate my feelings..I would hold her hand and hold on to 
her." 
 
14:00 Jews were forced to leave their apartments erected by 
the Government and her family was so acception. They were 
forced to close their store. 
 
15:00 When the Jews were forced out of their homes, they went 
to live with their relatives. What was so unfortunate was 
that the Nazis received all of the Jews property without 
paying. They had the right to confiscate their material 
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possessions under the law.  However, the man who received 
their things was very kind. In fact, he gave some money to 
her father although he did not have to. He was very giving 
and she kept in touch with him after the war. 
 
 
16:00 She had gone to public school, but after first grade 
she was not allowed to. Jewish children were forbidden to 
attend a public school. They were forced to attend a Jewish school 
and this is where she was exposed to the Jewish tradition. The 
experience was beneficial as she began to understand her background. 
 
17:00 On the wall of her school was a picture of Adolf 
Hitler. He personified the oppression and instilled fear into 
her heart. One boy made marks and spit on the image The 
entire school was punished for his actions and were not 
allowed to go to school for a whole week. 
 
18:00 When her parents were working, Gertrude had a gentile 
nanny. Due to racial laws, she was forbidden to work for a 
Jewish family, and she was forced to quit her job. Although 
at first, it was acceptable for Gertrude to go over to her 
nanny's house . 
 
19:00 She began to feel alienated. She was fearful because 
she felt like she did not belong anywhere. 
 
20:00 Her nanny sent her gifts that were very nice. Later she 
was forced to move to her grandmother's house, and the "times 
were very bad" for the Jews. The people had become 
impoverished because they had nothing to survive on. In fact, 
one-third of the Jewish population were fed in soup kitchens.  
 
21:00 Eventually, all of their possessions were surrendered. 
Without her uncle's aid, she and her family could not have 
survived. Sadly, her uncle was taken away from his residence 
in Budapest. 
 
22:00 Her parents were so thankful that he had saved them 
with the money he had sent. On November 9, 1938(??), her father 
was also taken away. He was sent to Dachau. That day, the 
janitor of her grandmother's apartment came and told them 
that he had heard Nazis were coming to capture all the Jews. He said 
not to have her father come home. They were so fearful that he would 
be taken away. 
 
23:00 They saw the police coming. The Nazis were asking 
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everyone whether there were Jews in the area. Their neighbors 
had to admit their presence and she and her grandmother 
listened in terror. 
 
24:00 She learned that her father had been stopped by the 
police (because he was not wearing a star??).  Her father did 
not look like Jewish, but he told them that he was. 
 
25:00 The policeman was a kind fellow and told her father to 
hide any possessions he still had before he was taken to 
jail. This was a very kind act especially, when the police officer 
could have benefitted from her father's money. That night, 
forty-three synagogues were burned down (November 9,1938).  
 
26:00 Jewish women were taken to clean up the rubble. As they 
were cleaning, they were taunted and harassed. If the women 
showed any sign of resistance or animosity to the crowd, they 
were beaten. No one knew where her father was taken (the next 
day after he was imprisoned). 
 
27:00 The Nazis had imprisoned 5,0000 Jews when her father 
was captured. Her mother hired a gentile to find where her 
father was being kept. 
 
28:00 The man was admonished when trying to obtain 
information on her father's whereabouts. Many Jews were 
retained at schools that were converted into jails. He was on 
the phone when an officer said he was risking his life with 
the questions he asked. People were in constant risk if they 
helped a Jew. Later, they found out her father was in Dachau. 
 
29:00 In Dachau, inmates could only write three lines to 
their close relatives. They received a note from him; 
however, he did not specify the conditions of the camp. They 
were happy he was alive, yet they were still fearful. They 
had heard of concentration camps, but did not know the 
severity of camp life. 
 
30:00 Gertrude felt that she was an Austrian before she was a 
Jew. During 1939, Nazis had not begun to implement the final 
solution, they were wanting the Jews to leave. They were 
not yet killing machines. Yet, in order to leave 
the country, one could take only ten marks. A Jewish family 
was forbidden to take any of their possessions. 
 
31:00 It was very difficult to leave. One had to have a 
country that was willing to accept him/herself and the 
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family. Fortunately, her family had received an affidavit 
to come to the United States. They were desperate to leave 
before it was too late to get out. 
 
32:00 However, they needed a secure affitdavit and they 
later found out that their's was not strong enough. They did 
not have strong ties, just acquaintances. Many Jews had this 
problem so, they went to Sangha because it was too  difficult to 
get connections in other countries. 
 
33:00 They tried to follow other families by trying to go to 
Shanghai, but unfortunately it fell through. 
 
 
34:00 In July 1, 1939, Jews were allowed into Italy for a 
period of six months. She and her family were allowed into 
Italy as transits to the United States. Due to their pass, 
the Nazis released her father. 
 
35:00 When her father was released, he was in a constant 
depression. He could not work and he could not talk about 
what he had experienced. 
 
36:00 He was covered in blood and dirt. He was told never to 
speak about his experience. Without any way to express his 
turmoil, he constantly was drained physically and 
emotionally. They believed and hoped that his depression 
would soon pass. 
 
37:00 They only had ten marks and her father had declared all 
of their jewelry. They were anxious and fearful that 
something would go wrong and they would be unable to leave 
Austria. They had to leave because they had no idea what 
their fate would be if they did not. While they were 
waiting to depart, Gertrude witnessed a man jump from a train 
passing by. This incident added to all of their fears. 
 
38:00 They had learned that the man was not a Jew, but an 
ex-patriate. When the arrived to Italy, she longed for her 
friends and family. During the days, Jews would assemble in a 
park and talk about their futures. They would debate whether 
they should leave Italy or stay. However, her family knew 
they could not stay in Milano. In Italy, 10,000 Jews had immigrated. 
Many committed suicide or left for other countries such as, France. 
 
39:00 Gertrude was a sickly child and her parents did not 
have any money, but they received some aid from the Italian 
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government. Her parents decided to get jobs cleaning and 
cooking for families because they were tired of being 
unproductive. 
 
40:00 Jews could not clean a Gentile's house so, they worked 
for other Jews. Gertrude was left with no supervision in 
which her only duty was school. 
 
41:00 She met a man who organized refugee camps for children. 
It was difficult to obtain food and his services were much 
appreciated in the community. The children would assemble for 
food and clothing. Through him, she was again exposed to the 
Jewish tradition. 
 
42:00 She met him after the war because she knew him well and 
wanted to thank him for all of his aid.  
 
43:00 Italy went to war and her father was imprisoned again. 
He was forty years old and was deemed a political refugee not 
a Jew. 
 
44:00 She and her mother somehow managed to survive through 
her mother's perseverence. They appealed to America, but for one 
and half years she did not see her father. 
 
45:00 They were sent to a small village where people were 
very kind. They treated them as human beings. It was a lot of 
hardship being in a different country, but the two years she 
spent there meant a lot to her. 
 
46:00 Her parents were not allowed to leave the village which 
consisted of 400 to 500 people. The villagers were divided 
into farmers (poor) and the fascist elite. There was no 
transportation because the village was so remote. Thus, she 
and her parents were novelties not because they were Jewish, 
but because they were from the city. 
 
47:00 She befriended all of the elite children; thus, she 
began a rapport with the children's parents. 
 
48:00 Her mother became very ill and was bedridden. Because 
of the lack of food, she thought her mother was going to die. 
 
49:00 Her mother would write in a diary every night to 
Gertrude's aunt telling her if she died that her aunt must 
take care of the little girl. Gertrude gathered berries and 
weeds for food. She also traded clothing with the villagers 
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for food. 
 
50:00 The Italian families would send food for them and 
finally, a doctor came to help her mother. Everyone treated 
them very kindly. 
 
51:00 The doctor saved her mother and she had enough strength 
to go into hiding. By this time, Gertrude was not allowed 
into a school. Her mother thought it was very important for 
her to get an education. So, her mother asked several nuns if 
they would educate her daughter. 
 
52:00 In order for them to teach her, they told Gertrude that 
she had to convert. So, her mother consented. 
 
53:00 They told Gertrude the war was going to end, April 20, 
1943. Gertrude decided that if the war ended that she was 
going to convert to Catholicism. 
 
54:00 She was friends with the Italian children, but one day, 
a boy asked her how many Christs there were and she replied, 
300. He ran and told the priest. 
 
55:00 Her mother became furious when she told her. Gertrude 
and her mother were sent to his office. Her mother made her 
feel very guilty because she had spoken out. (Switch of 
roles.) 
 
5~:00 Gertrude and her family were aware of the political 
picture through people and illegal underground systems. 
 
57:00 The newspaper and radio were their lifeline. 
 
58:00 One day, a waltz came on the radio. Although Austria 
had rejected her, she still felt proud of her culture. She 
wanted everyone to know that she would always be Austrian. 
 
59:00 The farmers, who she would help in order to get food, 
told her that she would marry one of them. They told her that 
she was one of them and that she belonged. Everyone was 
hoping that the war would end because the Allies were so 
close. 
 
1:00:00 Gertrude's birthday was September 7. She wanted the 
war to end for her birthday. Italians did not sympathize 
with the Germans. The villagers thought the Germans were 
their enemies. 
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1:01:00 Mussolini was not vehement about the racial laws; 
thus, many of the regulations were not followed. 
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1:02:00 She believed that this could be the end. She was 200 
miles away from the fighting and it seemed that the Allies 
were at a halt. 
 
1:03:00 She and her family wanted to find a guide to bring 
them across the front into a safe area, but a guide could 
also take their money and turn them into the German police. 
Her mother was still fighting her illness and she was feeling 
a lot of stress. 
 
1:04:00 They decided to leave the village and go to a farm 
because a devoted fascist had told on them. It would be easier 
to escape the Germans in a remote area if they came to hunt 
them down. 
 
1:05:00 She had heard rumors of the concentration camps, but 
she did not know that people were being gassed. They were 
told by the head of the village to leave within two days. He 
had warned them because he knew and liked her parents. 
 
 
1:06:00 They took two suitcases and went into the mountains. 
They arrived in a Hamlet where a daughter of one of the 
farmers that had been very kind. She was a fascist and they feared 
that she would turn them in. 
 
1:07:00 However, she knew that the Allies were winning and 
she told Gertrude's parents to put in a "good word" for her. 
Gertrude stayed there for six months. 
 
1:08:00 The SS were arresting Italian men and her father 
was fearful. They lived off berries and weeds. Her parents 
devised a system of noble begging in which they would ask to 
pay for some food, knowing full well that the monetary system 
was obsolete. 
 
1:09:00 The farmers did not realize they were Jewish. 
 
 
00 On June 6, 1944, Rome was liberated. They were free! 
 
1:12:00 She did not feel animosity towards the Germans, but 
she felt sorry for them. In fact, as the Germans were marching 
out, her mother went over to a soldier and started speaking 
German. One man grabbed her and thought she was a spy. She was 
scared that after all of this time that her parents and she 
would not make it out alive. Finally, the miscommunication 
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was cleared up. 
 
1:13:00 During 1944, the government established refugee camps 
for the Jews. She lived at a camp for six years. She has a 
warm recollection of the Italians as being helpful and kind. 
 
1:14:00 During these years, her life was difficult, but she 
was young and loved life. She and her parents had become a 
unit. When her parents died three days a part five years ago, 
she felt alone; her family unit had been destroyed. 
 
1:15:00 She was eighteen when she was married. It was very 
devastating when her parents died. Before her father died, he 
was in a constant depression. He thought he was in Dachau. He 
did not know where he was due to his senility. 
 
1:16:00 Her father thought Gertrude and her mother were dead. 
He threatened to commit suicide. 
 
1:17:00 They committed him to the UCLA psychiatric ward. 
 
1:18:00 They hoped his depression would only be temporary. He 
was able to function for two years, but it was difficult for 
her mother to cope with him. 
 
1:19:00 He would have constant nightmares about the 
concentration camps. 
 
1:20:00 It was terrible to see him distress. He could not hide 
from his painful experience. She realized that sooner or later 
his experience would destroy him. She felt hopeless. 
 
1:21:00 Her mother died five days later. Her mother did not 
know that her husband had died. 
 
1:22:00 Gertrude met her husband, Sam, at a refugee camp which 
was located in a village in Italy. The fascists' houses were 
renovated for the refugees. Her camp was very nice, but the 
camps soon to follow were progressively worse. 
 
1:23:00 Thousands entered the camps because of the liberations 
occurring all over. She felt no threat and enjoyed high-school 
immensely. 
 
1:24:00 Sam was very kind, but a little possessive. She had 
met him when she was thirteen. 
 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection



1 25:00 She loved him and realized how much after her birthday 
when he could not come to her party. 
.END. 
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