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 Sam was born in Piotrków, Poland. He was one of 3 children of a brew master in a 
religious family. He studied textile design and worked in Lodz. He discussed that his mother was 
sick in the hospital in Lodz when the war broke out. A Dr. Morakevich made him an orderly so 
he could is it his other. She died shortly after, and Sam had a long discussion of how he 
arranged to have the body buried in a Jewish cemetery. At one point the family was given 24 
hours to get out of their house and move into the Lodz ghetto. A brother ran away to Russia 
and was never found. 
 The mayor of the town gave Sam false papers with the name of Sigmund Kamkowsky, a 
dead gentile. His father and sister wouldn’t leave with him. He Ade his way to Warsaw and 
worked for the underground. He went with some other men to Dubrow to try to bring 
ammunition back to the ghetto. They stayed in a whorehouse while in town. He recalls them 
being very nice people who took them in because a member of the underground, Charnetski, 
recommended them. One time he was able to warm a farm girl not to come into town by 
identifying as a Jew by saying the word “Amhew” 
 Sam went back to the Warsaw ghetto but only stayed a few week and went back to see 
his father and sister in Piotrków. He recalls seeing the ghetto there being liquidated street by 
street. His father and sister were sent to. Treblinka, but because he had a work permit he was 
sent to Birkenau. He describes the activities done to new prisoners, including shaving, de-
lousing, etc. He got a job with the Canada group. He was tasked with cleaning out the railway 
cars. He saw how fast people went from leaving the cars upon arrival to being up in smoke. 
 Sam describes being very depressed and almost ran to the electrified fence as many 
other prisoners did. Somehow, he got into a moving railroad car that went to Sudentenburg to 
a Czech work camp building V2 rockets. Then he was sent on a death march because the 
Russians were closing in. At one time he then was sent to camp Flossenbürg. On April 9, after 
arriving at camp Murdov [PH], he was close to death when the Americans came to liberate the 
camp. He weighs 78 pounds and said about 600-700 of the prisoners died from overeating 
almost immediately. 
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