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13:01 At the time of the interview (1984), she is 59 years 
old. 
 
:02 Before the war, Zelda had just finisheldad public school. Zelda 
was preparing to enter college, but Zelda never made it. On Yom 
Kippur day, Russians marched into town. They were under 
Russian occupation for 18 months. 
 
:03 Zelda lived with her mother. Zelda worked for the government 
until the Germans came 18 months later. Her father had died 
two months before the Russian occupation. Her siblings -- 
four brothers and two sisters -- were already married. 
 
:04 Zelda had a boyfriend whom she planned to marry. Her hometown, 
Grodno, was historic and beautiful. It had a large, educated 
Jewish youth. 
 
:05 When the Germans started bombing her town (which was in 
Poland near the Russian border), Zelda couldn't believe it. 
most of her family in the town were bombed out of their homes 
so they came back to her mother's house to live. 
 
:06 Her town had two ghettos. All the Jews were told to go to 
the first ghetto. It had only one entrance. 
 
:07 They weren't allowed to walk on the sidewalks, only in 
the gutters. 
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:08 They took whatever they could to the ghetto. The Germans 
were watching and shooting people as they went to the ghetto. 
Therefore, the Jews couldn't wait to get to the ghetto. 
 
:09 A few days after the Jews were in the first ghetto, 
Ghetto #2 was built with the help of the Jews. 
 
:10 Zelda and her mother went to Ghetto #2 to live with her 
sister because they thought there would be more room there. 
 
:11 Zelda belonged to a Zionist organization. They tried to 
figure out how to escape from the Germans. They tried to 
explain to the Jews in the ghetto what was really happening, 
but no-one could believe it. They had some guns. They planted 
small vegetable gardens. 
 
:12 A well-known Russian Jewish professor was made the head 
of the ghetto. 
 
:13 A camp was built nearby where the Jews from all the small 
town ghettos were sent before they went to Aushwitz, 
Treblinka,... 
 
:14 One day, they heard Ghetto #2 was to be liquidated. They 
thought if they could go to Ghetto #1 they may be saved. Zelda 
and a friend somehow sneaked to Ghetto #1 without a pass. 
 
:15 Her mother, her youngest sister, and her sister's family 
also went to Ghetto #1. Her other siblings and their families 
decided to just stay where they were. 
 
:16 In Ghetto #1, there were many synagogues because it was a 
Jewish area before the war. One temple, in particular, was 
extremely beautiful. It was built like an opera house with a 
big courtyard. That's where the Jews were gathered before 
they were taken away. 
 
:17 Zelda lived on the same block as the temple. It was the 
last block to be liquidated. 
 
:18 January 10, 1943, Zelda knew that 10,000 Jews were going to 
be taken to Aushwitz and-Treblinka. In the ghetto, life was 
very hard. People were in constant fear for their lives. 
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:19 Everyone was hungry, cold, humiliated. Her brother worked 
in a bakery. After curfew, Zelda was going to ask her brother 
for some bread to take to her friends. 
 
:20 As Zelda was going to her brother's bakery, the Germans 
were walking toward the temple. It was pitch dark so Zelda 
couldn't see them. All Zelda saw was a big light --a flashlight 
held by the Germans. 
 
:21 The Germans started shooting at her. Zelda ran into the 
bakery. Although the Germans looked for her, they didn't find 
her that night. 
 
:22 The next night, most of her family -- along with 10,000 
other people -- were taken away. 
 
:23 By the next month, Zelda and her friends from the 
Yudenreicht (Judenrat??) were living in a store. The Germans came 
into the ghetto shooting. Everyone was running to hide. 
 
:24 Zelda ran into the cellar of a house. There were a lot of 
people down there. They heard shots above them. A German was 
at the entrance to the cellar. He threw tear gas into the 
cellar. When the Jews were forced to come out, they were all 
taken to the temple. 
 
:25 There were approximately 5,000 people at the temple. They 
were there one day and one night. People were dying all 
around them. Some people had bread with them, but Zelda had 
nothing. 
 
:26 Her boyfriend had a sandwich. Zelda told him to save some 
of the bread for later when they would try to escape. 
 
:27 From the temple, they were taken to the train station 
where they were sent to Treblinka. 
 
:28 They were on the train almost a full day. Her boyfriend 
jumped from the train to try to escape. He was shot to death. 
When the train got to Treblinka, the Jews were clubbed, 
beaten, shot. 
 
:29 At the entrance, men and boys were told to go to the 
right and undress. The women were told to take off their 
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shoes and socks. It was February and very cold. They were 
told they were going to take showers and get ready to work. 
 
:30 Within minutes, all the men were out of sight. The women 
went into the bath house. 
 
:31 They heard short, terrible screams of the children. Zelda 
knew what would happen at Treblinka. Zelda thought she was 
going to die. Germans with machine guns burst into the bath 
house and grabbed 100 of the youngest girls and put them to 
one side. 
 
:32 Zelda and the other young girls were locked into a horse's 
stall with Germans standing guard every three feet. 
 
:33 There were prisoners of war who were working for the 
Germans. One of them was from her home town. He helped get 
the women transported to a labor camp. 
 
:34 A surgeon from her town, Dr. Finkel, went with the two 
soldiers and the women to the labor camp. They were told they 
were going to Maidenek. He persuaded the guards to get boots 
for the women. 
 
:35 In Maidenek, the women were brought into a beautiful 
barracks that had bunk beds, Zeldaets(?), pillows, bowls, stools, 
etc. 
 
 
 
:36 No-one really stayed in that barracks. It was for show 
when someone from the Red Cross came. The women really slept 
outside. 
 
:37 The next day, the women were taken to the camp in 
Lublin. There was a circus tent there. In that tent, 900 
women were housed. The main work in that camp was to sort 
clothing that had been taken from the Jews. 
 
:38 The clothing was sent to Berlin. Zelda was in that camp for 
eight months. While there, Zelda had typhoid fever. Everyday, 
the commandant came in and counted all the Jews and selected 
those who would be gassed. 
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:39 There was a small hospital in the camp. 
 
:40 A German doctor came once in a while to the hospital to 
conduct experiments with new drugs. There were usually about 
20 people in the hospital at one time. 
 
:41 Her strain of typhoid was unusual -- her spots bled. Many 
German soldiers had similar spots. Zelda was chosen as the 
guinea pig for testing a new medicine. 
 
:42 The medicine helped her within days. The German doctor 
asked for her to be sent back to the camp to see how long Zelda 
would survive. The other people in the hospital were all sent 
off to be killed. 
 
:43 Friends helped hold her up during selections. Eventually 
Zelda became stronger and could work. The doctor said if Zelda 
had gotten so much better, Zelda deserved to live. Thus, Zelda 
wasn't killed. 
 
:44 In the camp, they heard stories that gave them hope. One 
day, they were told they needed 50 seamstresses to be taken 
to another camp. They thought it was another trick to get 
people to be taken to Maidenek to be killed. 
 
:45 Zelda was one of the 50 women who was taken to the train 
station. They were taken to a labor camp called "Bleezhin." 
Many of the people there were from Radom, Poland. 
 
:46 In the camp, there were factories and tailor shops. Zelda 
made socks for the German soldiers. 
 
:47 Life was very bad there at first. They laid on wooden 
slats. Every morning, they were given a small piece of bread 
and some water. 
 
:48 The man who is now her husband came to that camp on a 
train, too. 
 
 
:49 Zelda knew that to survive she had to first clean herself. Zelda 
had a jacket in which she kept a spoon and a comb. Zelda left 
the jacket under a bench. She also hid her shoes. 
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:50 All Zelda was given to wear after being sterilized 
(disinfected?) was a long, black satin dress. When Zelda came out 
of the showers, she saw her cousin with his young son. He gave her 
a string to hoist up her dress. 
 
:51 The comb Zelda had helped keep her clean. They combed the 
insects off their heads and skin. 
 
:52 After a few months, a load of clothes came in. With the 
clothes were notes written in blood that all the woman in the 
camp of Lublin were killed. 
 
:53 Everyone in her camp was eventually sent to Auschwitz. 
They were each given a number. Zelda was there for quite a 
while. 
 
:54 Zelda was sent to dig up potatoes in the middle of the 
winter in deep mud. Somehow, Zelda survived. Everyday they saw 
the chimneys smoking. Everyday they thought they were next. 
 
:55 Earlier, in January, 1945, they saw a crematorium go up 
in flames. They heard the airplanes -- English and American - 
- overhead. They know there would eventually be an end to all 
this. 
 
:56 Those who weren't killed in the crematoria were sent to 
Bergen-Belsen or Dachau. Zelda went to Bergen-Belsen. 
 
:57 There, life was awful. People died of dysentery. People 
looked like skeletons. There was no medicine, no help. 
 
:58 People barely stayed alive. There were mines under the 
ground at Bergen-Belsen. 
 
:59 They knew the end of the war was close, but they didn't 
have the strength to run. The English soldiers arrested the 
Germans and let the Jews see them arrested. 
 
:60 Seeing the Germans arrested felt wonderful. After they 
were freed 16,000 - 18,000 survivors died from eating better 
food than they had been used to for years. 
 
:01 After the English occupied Bergen-Belsen, they were taken 
to be cleaned and bathed and fed. 
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:02 Her cousin (who later became her husband) found out that 
Zelda was still alive in Bergen-Belsen. He was in Munich. He 
sent three young boys to look for her. Zelda left with tho boys 
on a truck to go toward Munich. 
 
4:15 In Bergen-Belsen, when they were freed, they were told 
that if they wanted to go back to Poland -- or anywhere -- 
they would be accommodated. 
 
5:00 When the three men in the truck said they'd take her to 
relatives, Zelda said okay. 
 
5:30 The truck overturned on the bumpy road. Many of the 
injured wore taken back to Bergen-Belsen. 
 
6:00 Zelda and the men walked to the train station and got on a 
coal train. It took three days to get to Munich. 
 
7:00 Zelda came with her cousin/husband to the United States in 
September, 1946. They were in New York with friends for three 
weeks. 
 
8:00 Her husband had a brother in Los Angeles who had been 
there since before the war. That's why Zelda and her husband 
moved to Los Angeles. 
 
9:00 One of the woman who had been with her in Treblinka went 
insane in the United States because Zelda kept remembering how 
her two children had been taken from her in the camps. 
 
10:00 [Here Zelda talks about some of the horrible scenes Zelda 
witnessed in the ghettos and the camps. Zelda cries.l 
.END. 
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