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02:00  Bertha was born on May 29, 1920 in South Marcheka (ph) in 
Hungary. Bertha came from a family of 10 kids, of which 6 were 
alive at the beginning of the Nazi era. Three of her sisters 
were married. 
 
03:00  Her oldest married sister had three kids. The second 
married sister had two kids, and the third married sister had 
one child. Bertha and her two other single sisters were the only 
members of her family that returned after the war. Bertha had a 
happy family life before the war. Their family was Orthodox. 
Her father has a grocery store. 
 
04:00  Bertha worked in a manufacturing factory in Plaszow as one 
her assignments during the war. Bertha was in a camp for one 
year. On April 31, 1944 Bertha was taken to Martiskow (ph); Bertha 
was taken to Auschwitz on May 8,1945. 
 
05:00  Bertha met her husband at a wedding in 1942. After six 
weeks he was taken to an Arbeitslager. Bertha didn't see him 
again until after the war. Bertha stayed with her parents. 
 
06:00  In 1944, Bertha went to the ghetto, then to Auschwitz. 
Bertha went with her second married sister and her tow kids, her 
2 single sisters, and their parents. One of her single 
sisters is a deaf mute. The two sisters who survived the war 
are living in Israel now. After the war Bertha lived in 
Czechoslovakia for four years. When Bertha left Czechoslovakia, 
her two sisters went to Israel and Bertha went to the US with 
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her husband. 
 
07:00  The ghetto was very sad. Bertha remembers seeing many 
Germans beating Jewish men on the streets. Many people died 
in the ghettos. People were beaten bloody. Bertha was taken to 
Auschwitz. They put something in the food there, because Bertha 
stopped menstruating. 
 
 
 
08:00 When Bertha got to the camp they cut off her hair. They 
looked like monkeys. They gave her a stripped dress. Bertha was 
taken to Plaszow, Kraków. Bertha never knew where she was taken, 
before she got there. They were ridiculed when her transport 
got to Plaszow, because of the way they looked. 
 
09:00 Bertha worked there for three months. The Russians were 
coming closer. They emptied the Lager and took then back to 
Auschwitz. This is when Bertha got a number tattooed onto her 
arm. After six weeks in Auschwitz, Bertha was taken to Silesia 
Germany, near Liebal (ph). 
 
10:00 Her sister worked at this point washing clothes. Bertha 
was here for three months, then she was taken to another 
Lager near Liebal. This is where Bertha worked in a 
manufacturing plant; Bertha packed dishes here and had to walk 
many miles each day to work, and back to the camp after work. 
Bertha was there for three months. 
 
11:00 The Russians were getting closer, so they had to walk 
(Death March) to Parshinitz - then Czechoslovakia and now Russia. 
Bertha considers herself very lucky that she was able to 
stick with her sisters throughout the war. They helped each 
other mentally, as well as with each others work if it was at 
all possible. It was very difficult to always cover for her 
deaf, mute sister, but they managed to. 
 
12:00 Some of the Polish women that they came across were 
nicer than others. Bertha talks about 6 to 8 women on one bunk when 
Bertha was in the camp. 
 
13:00 Bertha came to Auschwitz with her second married sister, 
her two kids, her two single sisters, and their parents. One 
of her sisters (the married one that was with her) put 
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candies in her childrens pockets in case they got hungry. 
Everything was taken away from them when they got off the 
train. 
 
14:00 They were told to leave all things here (on the train) 
Her mom and her married sister and her two kids went to the 
left during the selection. Bertha was heartbroken that they took 
her mother away. Bertha looked back to say goodbye to her mother 
and she was gone. Bertha never got to say goodbye to her mom or 
that sister. Bertha speaks about the niece that went to the left, 
when Bertha was married, this niece cut her hair off for her. 
This is considered a mitzvah, for in the Orthodox tradition, 
women must cut off their hair when they are married. This 
niece was 10 years old. 
 
15:00 This niece thought that God would help her survive if 
Bertha did a mitzvah. 
 
 
 
16:00 They didn't really know or understood anything. They 
couldn't think straight. When Bertha came back to Auschwitz from 
Plaszow, they were put in some sort of a boxed in space. It 
was cold and wet -- It was the fall. They told them they were 
going to take a shower. They stayed naked in this place for a 
whole night. In the morning they were taken to be showered. 
 
17:00 Its a miracle they survived. They went to a smaller 
Lager, this definitely helped in their survival, because the 
smaller camps were cleaner. Bertha didn't know Yiddish, and this 
sometimes hurt her, because Bertha didn't always know what was 
going on. 
 
18:00 Bertha never gave up hope that she would survive. She and 
her sisters were young and full of hope. Bertha looked like a 
skeleton. 
 
19:00 One of her sisters was very plump before the war. Now, 
Bertha was the skinniest of them all. Bertha always saw her as 
strong, but her image had changed. 
 
20:00 There was definitely anti-semitism in Hungary before 
the war, it was always there. This made her not want to learn 
Jewish things, because it embarrassed her, because being 
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Jewish wasn't something that was respected. It was easy to be 
influenced because of all the anti-semitism. Her family 
couldn't find anyone in Hungary to hide them. 
 
21:00 Bertha felt betrayed by some of her non-Jewish friends. 
Bertha had a friend, whom she saw one day, and her Jewish star 
wasn't showing. Bertha was wearing it, but it was under her 
cardigan sweater. Well, this friend told her to make it show. 
The non-Jews were very faithful to Hitler. 
 
22:00 Bertha says that if there wasn't a war, Bertha might not have 
married her husband. Bertha might have had the opportunity for a 
happy marriage. Her dreams didn't come true. Her marriage 
eventually broke up after they got to Los Angeles. Bertha still 
has horrible nightmares. 
 
23:00 Her dreams are her being taken to the Ghetto, and Bertha 
has ones of leaving her home, and not having a bed. Her 
second husband wakes her up sometimes in the middle of the 
night, because Bertha is screaming "mama". 
 
24:00 Her second husband was in the Polish Army. He escaped 
from France and Sweden. Bertha talks about how her religion 
changed after the war. Bertha wasn't as religious after the war. 
Bertha had problems believing the same way Bertha did before the 
war, after it.  
Today, Bertha is still traditional, but not observant. 
 
25:00 On Shabbat, her sisters daughter comes over for dinner 
with her kids. It gives her a warm family feeling. One of her 
sisters in B'nai B'rak, Israel has two kids. The other 
sister lives in Ramat Gan, has one son.  Bertha can't have any 
children as a direct result of the war.  
 
26:00 Her sisters child (the son) was separated from their 
father. The girl got sick, and went to the gas chamber with 
her mother (Bertha's sister). Her third sister went to the 
gas chamber with her mother. 
 
27:00 Her three brothers-in-law survived. They were in labor 
camps. Most women who had small children, didn't survive. 
They died with their children. 
 
28:00 When they got to the train, a Polish boy told them that 
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if you had small children, the kids should go with the 
grandparents, if you wanted to have a chance to survive. Many 
mothers, however, would not leave their children, regardless 
of the circumstances. These Polish boys tried to save some 
people doing what they did. 
 
29:00 Most of the mom's with small children died. There was 
no chance for goodbyes. 
 
30:00 Bertha worked in a tailor shop at one point. 
 
31:00 At one time, Bertha was picking vegetables. When they were 
picking, they didn't really have the opportunity to eat the 
vegetables, because they weren't clean for one, and they 
couldn't bring them back with them. If they got caught, they 
may have the opportunity to get into a great amount of 
trouble. 
 
32:00 Bertha had a little bit of clothing. Bertha didn't have any 
shoes. Bertha had heavy socks, but they had fleas in them. The 
smaller Lager's were cleaner. 
 
33:00 Bertha walked between Lager's. At one point, she was 
sleeping in an abandoned barn on the straw.. They all held 
each other for warmth. Her foot was frozen. Bertha still doesn't 
feel parts of her foot. One day, Bertha saw a sign about the 
Russians. The Polish people heard the rumors, and told them. 
 
34:00 Bertha was liberated by the Russians. It took a few weeks 
before the trains were ready, and they were able to go. At 
first, they went to their home before the war, but there was 
nothing left for them there.  
 
 
Then they went to Czechoslovakia, in Teplitz (ph). Bertha heard 
her husband (now her ex-husband) was alive, in 
Czechoslovakia, and she went and found him. They were there 
for four years, her sisters were with her. 
 
35:00 There was anti-semitism that existed in Czechoslovakia. 
They didn't feel comfortable there. In 1949, they came to New 
York. Her husband had a brother and a sister who lived in New 
York, and they sent them an affidavit. 
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36:00 When Bertha went to New York, her sisters went to Israel. 
Bertha was in New York until 1953, then they moved to Los 
Angeles. In 1977, Bertha went back to Auschwitz to see if she 
could maybe come to terms with some of the feelings she left there. 
 
37:00 Bertha wanted to see if she could feel her parents and 
come to terms with their death. All Bertha saw, was emptiness. 
There was no cemetery, there was nothing. Bertha also went back 
to Hungary, but she didn't feel at home there. 
 
38:00 Bertha didn't get a warm greeting in Hungary. She stayed 
with an old neighbor of hers while she was there, and it was 
strange, because this neighbor was living in the home of an 
old friend of hers who was Jewish. Her dream was always to 
come to the United States, unlike her sisters who wanted to 
go to Israel. 
 
39:00 Bertha is very sad, about not being with her sisters. Fate 
separated them. One of her sisters is coming to visit soon. 
Bertha has visited Israel. 
 
40:00 As a result of the war, Bertha lost most of the 
independence and courage she had when she was young.  Now, Bertha 
is scared to drive, and travel alone. 
 
41:00 Her sense of security is much less now then it was in the 
past. She tries to keep herself busy, so Bertha won't think. Bertha 
still cries, but it gives her relief when she does so. Bertha had 
friend in LA that she can talk to, but most of them don't 
understand. 
 
42:00 Also, not many people want to listen. 
 
43:00 Many Americans can't understand how such a thing 
happened. In New York her mother had a sister who was living 
there. Bertha didn't know her before the war. Bertha gave her 
pleasure, but she was too old to be of substantial 
help. However, she did help Bertha whenever she could. 
 
44:00  Her son was 2 1/2 when Bertha came to New York. Her Aunt 
spoiled her son. It was January 1949 when they arrived in New 
York. 
 
45:00  It was hard when Bertha first came to Los Angeles. Her 
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marriage broke up then. Her husband couldn't be independent. 
He wouldn't go out and find work. 
 
46:00  Her second marriage is very good - Bertha is happily 
married. 
 
47:37  end 
.END.  
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