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TAPE 1 
 
00:15 - I: What is your name? 

SH: My name is Sigfried Halbreich. 
I: And where were you born Mr. Halbreich? 
SH: I was born in Poland,in a town in Silesia...the towns name 
is Gegitsa. (sp?) The village belonged to the province of 
Silesia. When I was born, it was in 1909. In about 1914, when 
World War I broke out, we moved to Tarnovitz (sp?). At that 
time it belonged to the German Republic. There I started to go 
to school, naturally it was a German school because Poland at 
that time did not exist yet before World War II. 

02:05 - SH: In 1922, in my second year of high school, we became 
Polish; this part of Silesia became Polish. I continued to go to German 
school...but we had to learn Polish, so I started out with the Polish 
language. I had in school 4 languages, naturally my native language was 
German, and I learned Hebrew privately through the temple. 
03:02 - I: Tell me a little bit about your family. 

SH: My father was born near Auschwitz, my mother was born, I don't 
know exactly the city, but she was raised in Freistadt. This 
belonged to Czechoslovakia. My father was in the lumber 
business....he became selfemployed. My youth I spent in Tanowitz 
until 1928, when I graduated from high school. 

04:30 - I: What was that life like as a child growing up? 
SH: ...I spent a good life in my young years....We were a small 
Jewish community with a rabbi, but we did not feel any anti-
Semitism. ...I remember all those years, I had one friend, 
Jewish,...and we spent all the time up to graduation together. All 
the other students were non-Jewish...but there was never an 
occasion where we felt any discrimination. 

06:05 - I: Did you feel different? 
SH: We felt different, we were Jews; because of the upbringing at 
home. My father was not an Orthodox Jew, but a pious Jew. We had 
Kosher in our house, we observed all the holidays, and we never 
wrote on Shabbat....After graduation...I spent two years working 
as an apprentice in a pharmacy. 

08:03 - I: Did you talk to your parents about what was going on in the 
town politically or about anti-Semitism? What types of things did you talk 
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about? 
SH: We talked, but my father was rarely home...he would go into 
the woods for a week at a time and would return on Fridays for 
Shabbat. 

09:42 - I: What about your siblings? You have two brothers? 
SH: I have two brothers and a sister. My older brother was a year 
older than I, he went...to Krackow and became a radio technician. 
He was later unemployed there, and in 1936, he got sick...it was 
typhoid, and he passed away. He was buried in a Jewish cemetery in 
Krackow, which later, when the Germans came in, was destroyed and 
was made the site of an infamous concentration camp....My younger 
brother...was in my father's business...he probably, we don't know 
for sure, died, perished in the war on the Russian side. I heard 
from one person...that he was killed in a battle. 
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11:15 - SH: My sister, who was with my parents in the beginning in the 
ghettos, in 1943, when the ghetto...was liquidated, they brought all the 
inmates of the ghetto to Auschwitz. Naturally, my mother, who was an older 
person, went immediately to the gas chamber. My sister went to the camp, 
and worked in Auschwitz in the gun factory...I saw her twice there. She 
survived, and in 1946, she preferred to go to Israel. She went there, of 
course, illegally,...and was placed by the British in another 
concentration camp in Cyprus. 
12:40 - I: You had told me that,very early on in life, your original 
intention was to go to Israel. 

SH: Yes. I wouldn't say I made the decision so early, but I was 
already organized when I was five, six years old. When we were 
older, we formed a youth Zionist group in Tarnovitz. Our thought 
was trained...as a preparation already to go to Palestine. We 
joined with Zionist organizations from other towns... 

14:35 - SH: During the war, after two years of my apprenticeship, I joined 
the Polish army. ...Since I was a graduate of high school, I was taken 
immediately to the officers' school. The Poles didn't like to make 
officers out of Jews, but in my case, they had no choice. In my hometown, 
I was very well-known, I was an athlete, I was the best in school,...so 
they had to take me into the officers' school. There was only one other 
Jew in the school, we had a rough time, there already we felt a little 
anti-Semitism. The officers were always against us... but somehow I always 
came out on top. 
16:10 - I: How did you feel when this anti-Semitism suddenly happened? 

SH: We went through this already in the larger cities. Through my 
organizations,...we knew Poland better,..and knew of the anti-
Sem~itism in the large cities. One of the youth Zionist 
organizations, Aki~a,...of which I was the leader,...participated 
in the illegal emigration of Jews to Palestine. I prepared 
marriages because each man was allowed to bring a woman with 
him...I did this for one and a half years...I quit my job as a 
pharmacist in order to do this job. I thought that this was much 
more important for us than to be on my job and earning my money. 

19:35 - I: So you had a lot of experiences... 
SH: Organizational experience, absolutely, very much. I always 
felt to help...to be a part of the group. And very soon, with my 
ability or something, I became responsible, the leader. 

19:58 - I: Can you tell us about that transition then from being that 
leader, being a pharmacist, having had officers' training, being in the 
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reserves of the Polish army,...When did that change? When did you become 
involved in getting into a concentration camp. 

SH: With all this experience, it came to 1939, I was working as a 
pharmacist ...bit my activity in Zionist groups and Jewish life 
did not allow me to be a "full" pharmacist. I made a lot of 
money...but I never had money....There was always some other group 
or people who needed money, and I gave it....I was financial 
minister of our organization. Then it came in 1939, the war broke 
out, I joined the army on the first day, and our job was to 
retreat. We couldn't resist,...so we retreated. Once in a while we 
would mine a road or a bridge, but this was it.... We retreated to 
a place in East Galicia, near Lvov and Limbrug,...and when we 
looked around, we realized that we were facing two fronts, the 
Russians to the east...on the back of us to the west, the German 
army. 
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