
    DAVID KLIPP 
    RG-50.005.0033 (recorded 1983 in LA) 
 
 David was born in Lithuania in 1905. His father went to New York to start a business in 
1906 leaving him, his mother and 2 other siblings, He came back in 1910 but his mother didn’t 
want to leave her family and they ended up in Lodz where he set up a factory. His mother died 
when David was 15 and a sister moved to New York, but David stayed with his father and 2 
younger siblings. He worked in a silk factory in Lodz until the war started He had gone to 
Warsaw but the city fell and it was full of burning buildings and bombs, so David went back to 
Lodz. David’s father died in 1940 and David was soon forced into the ghetto. 
 David thought the war would be over soon. He speaks about the leader of the ghetto, 
Rumkowski, who told the Germans that the Jews could be useful as workers. David worked as 
an office manager and mentions dealing with a man called Schwindt about ghetto money and 
polish money. He managed a bakery until the ghetto was liquidated. David kept records for 
Bibo, the head administrator of the ghetto. These were not always truthful, and there was 
opportunity to steal some rice. 
 In 1942 the ghetto was closed off for a week and all the children and old people were 
taken. Some Jews from Prague and Berlin and other places came into the ghetto David 
recorded them as working people (though they did not) and was able to get them food. By 
August 1944 David was sent on a transport to Auschwitz. He was on the same transport as 
Rumkowski and his family. At selection, David’s wife and his sister were sent to the left, to the 
gas chambers, and he never saw them again. He described the scene after selection with the 
shaving and disinfection, and remembers smelling the odor like burned meat in the air. 
 David was sent to a factory in Hanover that made rubber tires. A camp was built about 3 
kilometers away. He describes the Kapos as all criminals and the soldiers could do whatever 
they wanted to the Jews. He was put in charge of reporting on the administration of bread, and 
went into detail about the routine of cutting the bread. At the end of November 1944, he 
worked in a rubber factory. He became friendly with a non-Nazi German, Conrad Ewald, who 
helped him get his next assignment working with dangerous chemicals. Sometimes he worked 
all day and night. He helped look after machines and sometimes was given extra potato or milk. 
He said the guards were not all Nazis. One friendly German told him the camp was going to be 
evacuated. He told David not to go on the march but stay back with the sick. One hour later 
civilians opened up the gate and gave them some coffee. He and 19 others went to a camp in 
Hanover and were there when the Americans came in. 
 David went to New York in 1950 and then moved to Los Angeles, where he worked as an 
office manager for 30 years. In 1946 he had married for the second time a woman he met in the 
ghetto who he found again in Bergen-Belsen. Their 2 sons are UCLA graduates and work in 
computers; he has 3 grandchildren. He believes he survived because he was healthy and 
stubborn 
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