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13: 01: 28 My nane is Beba Leventhal, and fromhone | am Epstein. |
was born in Vilnius, which is now Vilna, in 1925. | cone froma
famly of four children. | was the oldest. My grandparents, ny

great grandparents, come fromVilna or fromthe vicinity around
there. So we have traced it to five or six generations in that
city. My grandfather was in publishing of religious books. He was
a partner. He was in charge of export to all countries of the
wor | d, because Vilna used to be a very big publishing center for
religious books. That's on ny father's side. My grandnother had
several businesses, |ike factories or stores.

13: 02: 50 When | was born, the fortunes were already not quite that
well. Still, we lived quite confortably. My father was in sorts of
banki ng. He wasn't |ike an American banker at all. He was managi ng
a branch of a Jewi sh bank. My nother didn't do anything. Both of

t hem had m ddl e education. My father went to comrerce school; ny
nother did go to a Gymmasi a Russi an school . They were fond of
literature and enjoyed what may be better things in life as far as
culture is concerned. Even though the city was quite poor, but
things weren't that costly.

13:03:43 On ny nother's side, the famly were nerchants. They had
stores, weren't rich, they weren't poor. On ny father's side, the
famly had quite a nunber of children and they all managed to get
uni versity education either in Moscow or in Paris.

13:04: 07 Until 1939 life was interesting, uneventful, but still
difficult conpared to Anerican standards. Things weren't so
plentiful, we had to study hard, watch our manners, never discuss
noney.

Q Wat did it nmean, "never discuss noney?"

Vell, like with the parents. This wasn't our business. The father
made all the decisions. For us, for sonmething, we either could
afford it or not. But normally they woul dn't di scuss noney in front
of the children
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13:05: 00 I had gone to a series of private schools, and so did ny
sister, and ny little brother--one of them the other was too
small. We al so had dancing | essons, piano | essons, whatever. |
studied in Jew sh schools, which were not governnment, but were
private. Because ny father believed in that. He was actually
involved in the education of Jewish children. He was on the
Parents' Commttee of the Real Gymmasia. That's the school |

attended. Before that, | went to a private school, that is siXx
grades. They were all not governnment. The sane for ny sister. | was
a pretty good student. | wasn't anything spectacular. But | worked
very hard for ny grades. Everybody had to do that, because we were
al ways under the threat: "well if you don't get the grades, then
you don't pass, and then you stay for another year." And that was
a shane.

13:06: 17 | had thought, or ny father would tell e, that perhaps I
woul d go to the University. But we already knew of the anti--

Semtismin Poland, that it was very difficult. My father said that
perhaps it woul d be necessary for ne to go to Europe. But this was

very far, perhaps to Paris. | don't knowif it would have been a
reality or not, or perhaps | would go to a university or perhaps
not. | excelled in | anguages and history. My sister was very good

in arts, performng and arts and crafts. Then | was quite good in
sports. My father taught nme how to swim

13: 07: 06 Every sunmmer, we'd go to the country to a little house,
where we'd stay nost of the tine. W'd rent sonme places. Wnter
we'd also go. Sonetines I'd go to a little village where ny

rel atives had sone | and.

13: 07: 32 Everything was rolling along nore or |ess normal. The
greatest interruptions being the anti-Semtism Because ny father
woul d al ways conpl ain that maybe he woul dn't have his job. Unti

t he Russians cane in. Wien the Russians cane in, there was a maj or
upheaval in ny famly. My father and ny aunt, that lived with us,
were politically involved in the party of the Bund. They were great
enem es of the Russians; and we were on the list to be
evacuat ed. This was going slowy. First that evacuated the
Capitalists, then would take the political people. Wll, we had to
take precautions. W got sonme sumer places to stay, not sleep
home--not ne, but ny father and ny aunt. Well, this didn't happen.
We went on to our schools. They were conpletely changed to the
Russi an and Lit huani an | anguages.

13:08: 36 I n 1941 of June, the 23rd exactly, the night of
graduation. | renenber com ng hone and the parents were there, too.
We heard all this canon, and we didn't know what it was. W didn't
pay attention to it. But we knew the next norning that the Russians
had evacuated and the Germans had cone in.

Q Just as suddenly as that?
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Wll, it took 24 hours, perhaps. Wen the Gernmans cane in, we
didn't know what to expect. In the beginning it was passible, but
right away they started comng out with the edicts, that Jews can't
do this and that, can't have jobs, go to school, had to maintain
curfew It was getting very difficult in that respect. At that
time, Warsaw was al ready occupi ed by Germans, and a | ot of refugees
cane and stayed with us. People were making plans to | eave Vil na,
to gotothe Us. or Japan through Russia. | didn't understand very
much. | didn't know what was going to happen, and how | ong this
terrible situation was going to |last. However, we didn't nake any
pl ans. This was very bad. And still today, | think about it. It
coul d have been nuch nore different. Especially maybe if the
children were sent out, because we could have witten to other
famlies who had al ready gotten papers. W could have started
sonet hing, but we didn't.

13:10:38 Q@ Were the other famlies aware enough to do that?

The famlies that came fromthe other cities, that had already
experienced stay under Htler knew nore what it was. W were caught
in that very first. In the U S there were sone organi zati ons that
wer e hel ping. Sone of ny teachers and friends were already | eaving.
But nmy father didn't do anything, so that's howit was. W thought,
"this won't last long."

| renmenber the days quite well fromthe 23rd of June to the 6th of
Septenber, 1941. W were in our apartnments. W didn't go into the
ghetto yet. But we had to wear a yellow star or and arnband with a
"J" for Jude. Qur neighbors, the Poles, weren't of help and used to
| augh at us, add fuel to the fire. W were made to walk in the
streets, turn in our valuables, and had to stand in lines for |ong
hours under threat of death, that if we don't turn themin
(radi os, bicycles), they're going to shoot us.

13:12: 15 Curfew. You could go out into the streets fromsix in the
norning to eight at night. After eight at night, you couldn't get
out. So next day, if you go out in the street, you would see sone
peopl e |ying dead on the street with a note clipped to their suit,
saying "8:20."

Q They were shot?
Right, so we wouldn't think it was joke.

13:12:55 | had a girlfriend, a very beautiful girl who lived in
anot her part of town. Very good friends; her nane was Buba, ny nane
is Beba. Her father was a very prom nent person in the city; she
didn't have a nother, she was brought up by her grandnother. | went
one day to see her. She lived in what used to be the old ghetto,
because Vilnius was started in the 16th century, so there was the
old quarter. She said to nme, "sonething is happening. The Germans
are comng around, and they said we have to be evacuat ed.
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" So | said to her, "Buba, why don't you and your grandnother stay
over at our house for a few days, and we'll see?" And she said,
"no. Maybe 1'll do that tomorrow, or | can't, ny grandnother is too
sick.” And that was the end. Wv were tal king that we'd see

oursel ves the next day or the day afterwards. And when | cane there
two days later, the apt. was conpletely enpty. The conci erge--they
owned the apt. house--the caretaker, the woman was in tears,
because she worked for the people. She was a Polish woman. She
said, that in the mddle of the night, the Gernmans cane and told
everybody to pack up their belongings. And the entire apt. house,
and the next one, and the one after. Wien | went back to Vil na,
took pictures of all that. They were just evacuated. | didn't know
what it neant, in the beginning.

13:14:00 | said, "well, they took themto another city." But they
didn't take themto another place. They took themto the place,
that's called Pinari. A village outside of town, where we used to
go skiing. And they shot them Now. And this is to nmake place for
us, for the people fromthe other districts to conme in.

13: 15: 01 The Jewi sh community didn't function well anynore. You
see, the heads of the community were taken hostage. My father was

taken, and then he canme back. There was conplete chaos, like a
breakdown. But we knew that the city jails were full with Jew sh
peopl e. And people said, maybe they'll |et them out and maybe not.

We didn't know what was going on. However, they didn't let them
out. Wioever had sone special protectia (ph) could pay noney and
get arelative out. But by and |large, they would fill the jails up,
and then enpty themout; fill themup and enpty themout to Pinari.

13:15: 51 My father was taken hostage. And everyday the Gernmans
woul d cone into the courtyards and shout, that all the nen and boys
shoul d cone down and take soap and a towel, maybe a change of
clothes for work. Naturally, the Poles would indicate to themwhere
the Jews |lived, because the Germans didn't know. So they would go
from house to house. Wll, ny father was hiding, because he had

al ready cone back. He had managed to stay with ny uncles.

13:16: 34 A few days before Septenber 6th, there was an edict on the
wal | s and everywhere, on the | oudspeakers, because we weren't
allowed to have radios. Al the Jews will evacuate their houses and
will be going to a place specially reserved for them a ghetto in
town, which was very close to where ny Gymmasia was. It was goi ng
to be all orderly. W were all going to go in the way we |ived,
with the courtyard that we lived. W were going to be given a

mar chi ng order, and we were going to walk. Well, it was pretty bad.
We could only carry what we could, either a rucksack or a suitcase.
Peopl e weren't sure whether we were going to go to a ghetto or a
little further.

Q Pinari?
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Pinari. So we all lined up, and we went. | renenber ny little
brother, he carried toys. | forgot what | took. Sone cl othes,
sonething. And we cane in there wth all the other inhabitants,
when our marching orders were given. Before that, we managed to
hi de sone things, get some things out of town, to sone neighbors.
Essentially we took very little. W were herded into that ghetto
and were assigned a roomw th a couple other famlies. It was
raining. First we were sitting in the courtyard; rain was com ng
down. Then we found ourselves in a roomw th sone ot her people.

13:18:35 O k. My father nanaged to make sonme contact with the

out side. He knew a guy. Polish officer, and he agreed to take ne to
CGoda (ph). That was around Cctober. They cane for ne. | could see
life was terrible. W didn't have what to eat one day, one day we
had what to eat. The kids were crying. The ghetto was being enptied
out. | started to realize, we weren't going to nmake it there. It
was a holding tank. Bring in the people fromother towns, and then
take themout. There was the Jew sh police. Sonme of ny friends from
t he high school were going to escape; and sonme were going to stay.

13:19:40 Andrei came for nme. | was snmuggled...| |ooked pretty mnmuch
like a Gentile. | was blond, blue eyes. | put on this |long coat. At
night I was taken to the farm where | stayed for three nonths. And
| went back now to see that place. It was alright for nme to be
there. And | had contact...

Q D d you have any Aryan papers?

No. They were in the process of making a birth certificate for ne.
W were going to the church. They had started to talk to nme about
conversion. There was a birth certificate they had for ne. | didn't
see it; | didn't know... Mdst of ny tine | spent on the second
floor. It was like alittle estate. But people, the neighbors, were
far away, and they knew.

13:20:37 | used to have contact with the famly fromtine to tine.
| used to get, through peasants, a little note. Ok. after a while,
t he peasants woul d cone there and say the nost terrible things were
happening to the Jews. "They're taking themout and killing them

It's just a bloodbath.” And | stopped getting letters. I wote one
letter and the other, and | didn't get anynore letters. | decided,
that it nakes no sense for nme to be there. | don't know what's
going on. And | told them "I want to go back to the ghetto." |

can't say, if they were heartbroken. They tried to di ssuade ne. But
| was taken back to the ghetto, brought in a special working place,
put on a yellow star, and marched back. Wien | went to the ghetto,
| didn't find any of ny famly. But there was also a snaller
ghetto. People told ne it was a hol ding place for people who woul d
be sent out to other places on work. My famly was taken there in
Decenber. | wanted to go there. People said if you go there, you
can't conme back. | was young and inexperienced. | found an uncl e,
and he said, "you can't do anything.” So |I went to a policeman and
said, "maybe you can go and find out if ny famly is there?"
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Q What policeman? German, Polish, Jew sh?

Jewi sh. They can go fromone ghetto to another. It wasn't that far
a quarter of a mle. But it was all |ocked in. He said, he thought
they were there. Anyway, | couldn't do anything. | don't know i f
they were there, or weren't there. | never saw t hem agai n.

13:22:38 Then | lived with an aunt of mne. Her husband was al so
taken away. Two children and the brother of her husband. | had to
work. So | went to the Judenrat, where ny father had a | ot of
friends. | needed a job, because if you didn't have a job, you' d be
deported. They gave ne a job working with ration cards. It had
sonething to do with pasting coupons. | worked there during the
cold nonths, |ike January, February, March. | don't know how | ong.
There were sone ol der people and sone girls who worked there. |
knew this wasn't the place, because nost of the people that you
could get sonething to eat or anything worked outside the ghetto,
in the colums...

Q Colums? Wiat do you nean by "col ums?"

Every nmorning the work force used to go out to work outside the
ghetto. They used to line up with their leaders. So | was thinking

about that. | tried to nmake contact with our old maid. She had sone
of our things. And then at night once, I went out with the
pol i ceman to a neighbor. | could recover sone things, but the

reception wasn't very good. And she says, "Don't cone here. It's
very dangerous." But she gave ne sone things | could sell

13:24: 25 After the three nonths had passed, | went to ny cousin. He
lives in Israel. He was an engi neer, a grandhomme, in charge of the
many gardens they took away fromthe religious orders. | said, |
needed a job. He said, "o.k., | have a |ot of parties that go out
to work in the gardens in the Rossa (ph)"--which was very close to
where | lived. So | used to go in the norning to work in the
gardens, which was very good. Fresh air, and there weren't many
Germans. And | worked with | ettuce, and tomatoes, and beehives, and
i ncubat or chickens. And on the way goi ng, sonetines the maid woul d
cone and bring nme sone things.

13: 25:17 That was for a couple of nonths. And in the ghetto, it was
relatively quiet. But in wnter the gardens were shut down. So
then, "What am | going to do now?" And he said, "Well, the work
force will revert to the headquarters of the Gestapo, because they
gardens belong to the Gestapo.” So | went to work in the
headquarters of the Gestapo, which was different scenario. | worked
in the buildings that used to be the Polish Grcuit Court.

It's very interesting. It's always the sane. It was the now Russi a,
so it's...that was the Gestapo...Polish, it was the sane police

t hi ngs.
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13:26: 00 Since | didn't have any training. The Gestapo was set up
with a lot of Jew sh workshops. People that were tailors,

nmet al workers that did the locksmth and bullet thing with rifles,
there were cooks, painters. Since | didn't have any particul ar
skill, I was put wth a group of girls who were chanbernai ds. W
used to clean the enpty roons. Then we used to nmake themdirty
again, 'cause we were afraid then we wouldn't have any work. If we
didn't have any work, then they'd send us honme. After a while, our
wor k actually changed. | was sent in the afternoon to the officers
private quarters to clean, which were the nicest Jewi sh apts., not
far fromthat particular conplex. I wound up quite often in the
house of our doctor. | used to ook at the textbooks that were
there. They were friends of m ne.

13:27:20 W then worked out a little system Since in the ghetto we
weren't allowed to have radi os under threat of death. And the
peopl e fromthe Underground al ready knew where we were wor ki ng.
They had asked us to listen to sonme news. So the way we worked t hat
was, we would come into the courtyard where there were nmany apts.,
and we knew that we had to go to 5, 17, 19, etc...A group of us.
And in every apt. there were radios. So the first thing, in the
courtyard were the guys who used to prepare wood for the
fireplaces. They had saws and woul d nmake a | ot of noise. So we'd go
out there and start listening to the radio. W'd |isten to whatever
we could. And we'd al ways get sonebody w th us who under st ands
Cernman better. W'd listen to what's on the Front. After a while,
we' d break one radio. W didn't break it; we'd have a guy renove
sonme tubes and put it back together. The German, sure enough, would
cone and say he couldn't listen and take it to the radi o shop. W'd
al ways have one radio in the shop that was working. This one we'd
fix, put the tubes back, and bring in another one. They didn't
know. But it was necessary.

13:28:43 | worked there for quite a while. It was terrible in other
respects. After a while, it was shifted to the Lithuanian unit. The
Li t huani an unit was the execution unit, the Ei nsatzkommando. | was
assigned to them This was a group of 20 to 30 barbarians that the
CGest apo commanded and kept drunk all the tinme. At the dormtory all
you coul d see was vodka, guns, and bullets. Their faces were al ways
flushed. Morning they were al ways drunk; at night, they worked.
Killed Jews.

Q Wat did you do for thenf

| cleaned, the roons of the German officers. And | was assigned
sixteen roons. | had to dust them They'd tell nme to ook at their
papers and ask me if | knew German. | used to have to fire the
furnaces with wood. It was col d.

13: 30: 09 The nost terrible thing was when they would go on this
killing of Jews and bring back the clothing. And people had to sort
it. | didn"t have to sort it; but sone of the people would
recogni ze the clothes of the people. I worked on the third floor.
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On the second floor were the roons for interrogation. Half the
wi ndows were painted, so | wouldn't see in the courtyard. |
recogni zed sonme of ny friends were brought there. Never got out
alive there.

13:30:48 Then | had a job also in the basenent of the Gestapo. It
was a prison. People who were brought in there, never saw the |ight
of day again. | had to go in there. They had little cuts that woul d
come out of wall (wool?) nmade of canvas. Sonetines we'd have to sew
it back to the netal frane. Sonetines, we'd neet prisoners, read
things on the walls, people wote before they were taken. Terrible

things. | net a fewof ny friends there, in those roons. They woul d
ask ne, "what's gonna happen?" | said, "nothing. In a few days,
you'll be out." Some people al so knew where | was wor ki ng and woul d

ask me to bring in bread. Which was another thing threat of death
to do it. There was a group of girls accused of Rassenschande, of
sl eeping with Germans, which wasn't true. But they were good

| ooking girls. And they brought themin. And Gernmans maybe
spilled...l knew two of them That was part of the job. It was a
terrible thing. But | didn't have anything else to do. | was there
al ready. Sone of the guys that worked in the Gestapo were in the
Partisan, in the Underground. ~nd they stole some ammunition. They
were good with the chauffeurs. | don't know how they ended up with
two revolvers. | don't know how the Germans found out. Maybe the
chauffeurs said sonething. At one tine, there was an appel. W had
to come down. They called out the two guys. They shot themin front
of our eyes. That's all.

13:33: 06 That rmuch for the Ghetto. | started to hang out with sone
of ny friends in the Underground, but | wasn't quite that active.

| was aware that, towards the very end, sone groups were departing
the ghetto for the forest. Sonme were caught in the cross fire, and
sonme were shot, but sone managed to get to the forest. | thought of
doing that, too. However | didn't do it. The ghetto was getting

cl osed, and we no | onger worked in the Gestapo. W were told, we
were goi ng to be evacuat ed.

13: 33: 50 Between the 23rd and the 24th of Septenber the ghetto was
enptied out.

Q Wat year?

1943. | did not really say anything about the ghetto, which I
shoul d. Because it was a very terrible place to live, but also a
very interesting, in as nuch as we had our hospitals, high school,
literary evenings, theater. Most of the songs that are survived
canme fromthe stage of the Vilna ghetto. There was a snal
newspaper. The library was the only place really to escape. W used
to try to cheer each other up. Teachers would teach in the schools
not knowi ng, if next day they would cone, or the children be there,
because there were actions. One day they'd take the sick fromthe
hospital, one day the children fromthe schools.
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13:34:45 Parties were also forned. The Underground, it was a
coalition FPQ Forenic Partizanisha Organizatia (ph). It was a
coalition of all the parties which functioned in Vilna.

Q What were sonme of the parties?

Labor Zionists, Revisionists, the Bund, the Communist...sone other
splinter groups. The general staff consisted of, | believe, 7
peopl e. The Bund had two people on the General Staff. The Ceneral
Chai rman was M. Aberkorbner (ph), who is nowin Israel. Then there
was M. Wttenburg, who was killed. It is very interesting how he
was killed. But I can't go into that. He was nore or less |let go by
the staff. The Gestapo put a price on his head. They woul d bonb t he
ghetto, if the staff doesn't hand himover to the Gestapo. There
were negotiations, and he tried to escape. But he said if the
ghetto has to go, if it was his head or all our heads. Course sone
of the people in the ghetto started to scream that he nust go to
the Gestapo. So he took some cyanide with him-wound up in that
sane basenent.

13:36:21 | don't really know howto tell you. The ghetto was in the
very begi nning 80,000 people. It was being brought in fromall

ki nds of places, fromall surrounding little tows, fromthe Pelif
settlenents, and it was being enptied out. At the very end, | would
say that there were about 20,000 people in the ghetto. And nobody
coul d go anynore and work outside the ghetto. In all the places,
where the Germans were--in the Schnei derstube, where they were
sewing unifornms, or in the Verpflegensant, where they used to have
their food delivered, or in the Panzer kommando--all kinds of pl aces
where the Jews used to be the | aborers. They said, the Front was
com ng close; the ghetto was going to be |iquidated. The
Underground, the FPO at that time knew that this was a sign that
we are going to be killed off. They decided to take a stand. The
ones that were in the forest, were in the forest. But those that
remai ned woul d take a stand. And there was a shootout with the
Germans. | saw it through nmy wi ndow. After that, they |lined up sone
peopl e, sonme were execut ed.

13: 37:46 And then, on the 23rd of Septenber, in the norning...
Q Wat year?

1943, I'msorry (mcrophone fiddling). W again had to line up with
our packages, whatever they were, and march to the railroad
station. It was a terrible thing. It was raining. W were wal ki ng
in the mddle of the street with our bundles, |like you see in al
the novies. It wasn't very different. Mdst Poles, really, were too
ashanmed to | ook; but sone of themwere standing and cheering on the
Germans: "CGood for you, Jews." "Wnd up on the bottom" "CGot what
you deserved."... Sonme maybe weren't |ike that. W thought we were
going to the trains. W were going on that road, but we weren't. W
were going to a place near the trains, about a mle away, which was

a convent.
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They herded us all in through a gate. Wat we saw was a bi g church
but we didn't go into the church. W went into a side yard. It was
an enornous nountain. And we were all herded in there. And we were
lying inthe rain for two days. Wth |ights abl aze and machi ne guns
all around. And we thought, "they will finish us off over there."
Two days it rained. Lots of people died over there. On the 24th or
25th in the norning, we all had to pass through a very narrow door,
like this, the way we cane in. And one of ny imedi ate nen fromthe
Cestapo, Weiss, he was there. Martin Wiss. He knew ne. And that
was the selection. To the right. My aunt was there with her
children, sone other people. To the right, it was one way; and to
the left was the other way. | was to the right. In the begi nning,

| didn't know. | thought, "well, who knows what they're doing."
They al ways intim dated people. But then | could see quite a
difference, that the little children and the ol der people were over

tothe left. | tried to do sonething for nmy aunt, and | didn't see
her. Everybody said, "when you go there, you go there. You want to
stay here, don't..." Inalittle while, we were all in a kettle
wagon.

(m crophone fiddling) W got in the kettle wagon and they | ocked us
up. It was with people |I knew, young people. It was |ike standing
roomonly. W went and went for a long tine, two days. People were
dyi ng; people didn't have anything to eat. The Germans woul d nmake
a panic and start slowi ng down. W thought, they woul d chase us
out, maybe shoot people. They would intimdate us. Terrible. One of
ny friends junped out the train. | never saw her again. Sister of
a friend of mne. She's in New York.

13:41: 15 Canme to Kaiserwald, which is in the outskirts of R ga,
Latvia. In the mddle of the night to the usual, what | found out

| ater, "Welcomng Party." You conme in with the searchlights and a
bi g gate which says, "Arbeit nmacht frei," which was the Mei sterpl an
for all the canmps. The dogs were junping at us. "Raus, raus, raus!
And | eave all the packages behind and junp fromthe train!" And if
not, you got it over the head. R ght away, the group to the right,
to the left. Wio knew what it was. It was the mddle of the night.
And then they said, we're gonna take showers. "Showers!" Everybody
started to holler and to cry, because that's for sure death. But
the Poles, there were Polish people in the uniforns. So we'd start
to say, "what about the showers?" "Well, you take a shower. They
take away all your clothes. And you'll put on this Pasacki (ph)."
It nmeans the striped uniform Cotta trust sonebody... So they
herded us into the showers, and the Germans were standi ng al
around, looking. | had no nore clothes. But | did nmanage to | eave
a briefcase soneplace. And | had sone clothes there and sone

phot ographs. | went in the barracks. In the norning | could see a

| ot of people walking around with these little hats, nmen. They were
all wearing this uniform the stripes, and a white towel or sone

rag around their neck. I would ask them "why you wear this white
rag?" They said, "it's not arag, it's atowel." "So why do you
have to wear a towel ?" "Because there's no place to leave it. If
you leave it, it gets stolen.” It was kind a crazy. You land like
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on the nmoon. You don't know what's happeni ng.

13:43:13 Finally they gave us a barrack. | wound up with a | ady
fromour courtyard, fromVilna. Very beautiful |ooking girl. And
she was kind a |like older sister, took care of ne. She |ost her
whole famly and wanted to be cl ose to sonebody. She had this
thing. | always used to be envious of her. Wen she wal ked hone,

t he Polish guys woul d al ways carry her books, and she used
lipsticks. She was 3-4 years ol der. She nmanaged to have her

cl othes. The German prisoners and the Polish prisoners spotted her
right away. At night, through the barbed wire, they would talk to
her. Al of a sudden, she got a job in Kl eiderkamrer, which neans
where you take away all the clothes, in the clothing departnent.
Al'l the best clothes. Every night she'd bring ne panties, a bl ouse.
And 1'd wear everything, she'd bring ne, everything, 'cause there
was no place to leave it. She would go out there at night, the guys
would talk to her. And 1'd go work in the Kleiderk.u--er. | didn't
know from not hi ng. Cone hone to the straw sack, Iie down, eat the
soup. And she woul d do the sane.

13:44: 43 Aiter a couple of weeks, | cone hone and she wasn't there.
Her name was Basha. | asked about her. And they said, she wasn't
here any |onger. They took her to the ghetto. Rga still had a
Ghetto. They accused her of flirting with the Germans and Pol es. |
never saw her again. So | knew, they took her there to shoot,

because Kaiserwald didn't have the place for, | don't know They
said, they took her to the Ghetto. | was very upset, because she
was such a nice person. | really Iiked her. And then | started to

t hi nk, "They knew that she was with nme, and they usually work by
association.” So | gotta get out of this place. So | said, even
though | have this little good job, but what am| going to be in
the canp? And every tinme, here today or tonorrow? People started
saying the Germans cone in and they need workers for farns or
factories. | said to nyself, what am| going to be choosey? | don't
know farns fromfactories. Tonmorrow norning |I'mgoing to go and see
who's cone. And | talked to sone girls and they said, "yea, it's
time to get out of this canp.” Because we are just sitting here in
the S.S., inthe lion's den, you know. | also worked a little bit
in the hospital. | saw what happened in the hospital. It was
terrible. The abortions. Polish doctors, Jew sh doctors, no
supplies, nothing. People cane to the canps pregnant. They wanted
to get rid of the babies. Scream ng, no anesthetics, dirt. And |
didn't understand all those things. But | said, get out to a steady
pl ace.

13:46:25 So in the norning, | see a ot of people, after the appel,
we were all formng a conpany, and I amstanding there with a | ot
of other. And an assessnent with sonme workers conme, and they
started counting, counting, and they took nme on a truck. | didn't
know where we were going. W went to Riga. W wound up in a factory
that's called Vef (ph) by the Latvians. And A ga, al geneine

el ectrot echni ches Gesell schaft, which is a very big factory now in
Germany. That's where | wound up. It was a big factory, for not

el ectronics, used to be for radios and tel ephones. But this tineg,
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equi prent for submarines, for airplanes, all kinds of things,

cabl es.

In the nornings, after we'd stand for four hours maybe in the rain,
to count us back and forth, we'd go there. And the whol e day we'd

work on the machines. | worked on electric bore nachines. And,
forgot what it's called in English...l worked there for a | ong
tine...

13:47:37 Q@ Was this where you were able to do sone sabot age?

Yea, a little bit. Ok. W worked there for a while. The food was
very nmeager. W& were getting skinnier, and work a whol e day. And
then I had an accident. A bore machine went through ny hand, in
here. And since we couldn't get into that little hospital, |

t hought | was going to get poisoning. They took me to the barracks.
There was a doctor. And all we had was water and paper bandages.
And | was afraid. They wanted to send ne to Kaiserwald, but | was
afraid to go to. Because | go to Kaiserwald, | never conme back to
wor k, you see, or be sick.

13: 48: 20 Anyhow, after a while, | canme back to work. | nanaged to
get on the swing shift. The swing shift used to be like fromfive
o' clock "till two a.m, which was better. There were fewer people
and the pace wasn't so terrible, and there weren't the hoards of
people. But we had a problem Wen we cane there, we had this
problemw th the German Jewi sh girls. They were al so prisoners |ike
we, but they had a better understanding with the Gernmans. They

t hought, that they had to put in their maxi rumeffort. Wiich we, of
course, didn't think. W were not interested in hel ping the Germans
win the war. And besides, sone of the girls had nothers and they
couldn't work that fast. So a Meister, or a foreman, would take a
girl, a German Jewish girl and tell her, "this is what has to be
done. And | amgoing to stand and tine you with a stopwatch. And

we'll see how fast you can," and she would work |ike a bat out of
Hel | and make sixty parts. Then he would conme to us and say, "you
all have to do that, sixty or..." Although we couldn't do it, break

t he needl es, and get the needles through the hands. So we thought
at night, we'll have a friendly talk with the girls. And we told
them "next tinme the new parts cone in, you don't have to work that
hard."” "No," they were afraid, this and that. Anyhow, it didn't
hel p. W talked to themseveral times, and they didn't doit. So we
deci ded that we have to do sonething. To just show themhow it is
wor ked where we cone from Since we were all covered with a | ot of
nmet al shavi ngs, because we worked with it. W only had a air hose
to clean ourselves. So when we cone to the barracks, we woul d have
to take a shower. Because, really, we were alum num shavi ngs.
Before we got into the showers, there was a little passageway, a
little dark one. And we thought, we'd just beat themup over there.
To teach thema | esson. So when they cane in, we were prepared. And
we threw bl ankets on them W sat themdown; we |et them have it,
three or four of them W told themnot to cry, and not to yell

and that's for not listening. And we also told them that if
they're going to say one word to the German authorities or to

anybody el se, so that nmeans that they won't take us, because the
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didn't know who exactly it was, but they had an idea. They kill us.

But | said the nonent they kill us, your people will be killed,
too. Qur friends kill. That hel ped. Fromthat time, they started to
sl ow down a bit.

13:51: 04 W worked there, in that factory, for quite a while, until
the Front cane closer. And when the Front cane cl oser, the Germans
said they need all this machinery. The Russi ans were advanci ng,
going West. So they said we will evacuate the factory to Torin,
which was a Polish fort in the northern part of Poland. W again
went on those trains, | don't know, forever. And we cane there.
There was pretty good. W lived underground in sonme fort with a
noat. And there were actually prisoners, English prisoners, with
their quarters, and they had maids. They felt sorry for us and
woul d throw us parcels with food. Meanwhile, the machinery didn't
cone. It was the end of the war. They didn't have good connecti ons.

13:51: 52 After being there two nonths, we were shipped to Stutthof.
Stutthof was the worst of the canps.

Q So when, approximately, did you get to Stutthof?
That was in October of 1944. | was in stutthof from Cctober '44

until April of 1945. Stutthof to nme is Auschwitz, because it had a
crematorium burning. It had thousands of prisoners. People were

dyi ng of Typhus. There were no bathroons. | was continually hit
there. 1 was hit by the German Blitzes. That neans the Gernman S. S.
Fraus. Like once, | had to go to the bathroom | always was on the

third bunk. So that the people, if |I had been on the first step(?),
they'd throwtheir lice on ne. So |l was on the top, could throw ny
lice on them | was there with sone friends. People were dirty,
starving. Everyday we'd get up, there were nore people dead than
alive. But the floor always had to be washed. Wen the floors were
al ways wet, and | had to go to the bathroom They wouldn't let ne
go to the bathroom So | decided, | have to go..

Q Wio wouldn't let you?

The doors were closed. And there were the guards. The German guards
wer e standi ng, because they washed the floors. So you couldn't get
through. So | decided, |I went through the window | went to the
bat hroom | had, by that time, bloody diarrhea. It was terrible..

Q That was the Typhus?

That was Typhus, yea. | think by that tine, | had it already.

Com ng back was another matter. | had to cone through the door. |
couldn't clinb back through the w ndow. They were waiting for ne
with the Wel coming Conm ttee. The Blitze knocked out a few of ny
teeth and ki cked nme good. And ny friends cane down and scooped up
sonme snow. | thought that was the end at that tine, but it wasn't.
More and nore peopl e were dying.
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13:54: 15 And then all of a sudden, towards the very end, they told
us we are evacuating the canp. And they put us on barges, boats and
barges, and put us on the sea. | was on a cenent barge. And we were

going on that sea for ten days. W had nothing to eat, |ike sea
water. | already knew, that | wasn't going to make it. | really
didn't...It was interesting that there was the battle for the
German sea. W would go and | ook out. Planes used to fall in the
sea, shooting bonbardnents. There were a |ot of boats. | renenber

a beautiful boat the Capicorna (?) with a lot of prisoners of war.
Pol i sh. They were dressed in their uniforns, the stripes, but very
clean. The weren't emaciated |like us. And they were just waiting.
It was going to be Liberation. A day |later, we cane back and that
boat was standing with the bow up here. And the whole thing was a
living grave for them you know. They were bonbed.

13:55:25 W were with the S.S. And there were al so Norwegi an
prisoners with us. All of a sudden, the boat canme to the mddle, to
a halt, and the S.S. put into a small |aunch; and they went away.
W were just left there on that boat. | didn't understand anyt hing.
But the Norwegi ans, they understood it. They said, we had an

expl osive charge tied to that boat. And they tried to dismantle it
and sonehow, this was on the third of May, and the boat nade for
shore. But it wasn't a port, soneplace. | renenber we cane into the
water. And we were quite far. And there was one Gernman. The CGer mans
saw that we, on the l[aunch, that we stopped and were getting out.
And they started to shoot at us. And we started to run. And they
said, "run as fast as you can!" Qur prisoners said, "don't turn
around!” And we were all shot at, and sone were falling. |I wound up
in aforest. And the British were there, and | saw Russi an
prisoners. It wasn't quite like | tell you, but | realize our tine

is getting short. | don't know how !l ran, | can tell you that.
don't know how long | ran, but the shots were all around, and
peopl e were screamng and falling. | wound up in sone dense forest.

And there were prisoners, and sone of ny friends were there. And |
was actually delirious by that tinme. Now | renmenber that they said,
"you have to go to a hospital.” And I didn't want to go to a
hospital, because | was afraid the Germans were going to kill me
there. If they didn't kill me in the canps, they'll do it in the
hospital. So for three days | was in sone kind of forest. And then
| had to wind up in the hospital

13:57: 26 End of interview
. END
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